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District of South-Carolina* 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That mi the twenty-sceond day of 
October, Anno Domino 1822, and in the forty -seventh year of 
the Independence of the United States of America, LlOtfRl.H 
Kbvkt,by and Thosias Parker, Esquires, deposited in this of- 
fice the title of a book, the right whereof they claim aa author 
and proprietors, in the words following, to wit : 
AN Official Report of the Trials of Sundry Negroes, charged with an al> 
tempt to raise an Insurrection in the state of South -Carolina : Preceded by iin 
Introduction and Narratiye J and in an .Appendix, a Report of the Trials of 
four White Persons, on indictments for attempting to excite the Slaves to In- 
surrection, Prepared and published at the request of the Court, by Lionet. H. 
Kennedy and Thomas Passed, Member* of tlie Charleston Bar, and die 
presiding Magistrates of the Court. 

In conformity to the act of Congress of the United States, entitled, * ( An Art 
fur the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of mnps, charts 
and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the times 
therein mentioned j" and also, an act entitled* « An Act* supplementary to 
an Act, entitled y An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing thr 
copies of maps, charts, and hooks to the authors and proprietors of such co- 
pies, during the times therein mentioned, and extending the benefits thereof 
to the arts of desknber, enjrravW, and etching historical and other prints," 
6 JAMES JERVEY, District Clerk. 
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WE, the subscribers^ who f with Lionel U. Kennedy and Tho- 
mas Parker, Esquires, composed Ihe first Court organized for the 
trial of Slaves and other Persons of Colour, charged with attempt- 
ing to raise an Insurrection, do hereby testify, that the following 
Introduction ? Narrative and Report were prepared for publication 
by request, at a meeting of the members of the said Court ; that 
the same were submitted to us individually for our approbation, and 
that we unanimously approve of and sanction the publication of the 
same* We further certify, that the Report of the Trials contains 
the Evidence given in each case, 

WM, DRAYTON, 
NATHL. HEY WARD, 
J. FL PR1NGLE, 
J AS. LEG ARE, 
ROBERT J. TURNBULli, 
HENRY DEAS. 



The account published by the authority of the 
City Council of Charleston, presents the prominent 
features of the late contemplated insurrection, but it 
docs not profess to be full and complete, and is inge- 
nuously characterized, as furnishing " a very brief 
abstract of the testimony offered in the cases brought 
before the Court." As the public had not an opportu- 
nity of witnessing these proceedings, in consequence 
of the peculiar nature of the investigations, which oc- 
cupied the attention of the Court, and as a very general 
desire has been expressed to be informed of the detail 
of the plot, as far, as It has been developed; the pre- 
siding Magistrates of the first Court, in whose pos- 
sesion are all the original documents, at the request 
and under the sanction of the whole Court, have un- 
dertaken the present publication. The whole evi- 
dence has been given, in each particular case, in the 
order of it's trial, and wherever any additional, or 
incidental testimony has been disclosed against any 
criminal subsequently to his conviction, sentence otr 
execution, it has been duly noticed. The evidence is 
in most cases preserved, as it was originally taken, 
without even changing the phraseology, which was 
generally in the very words used by the witnesses. 
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Although a different stylo might have been more 
agreeable to the ear, it was supposed, that this report 
would be considered mure authentic and satisfactory, 
If this method were adopted, It will be perceived , 
in several instances, that hearsay communications 
have been recorded, and it may be imagined, that 
they had some influence on the minds of the Court, 
Such communications were only admitted under the 
belief, that they might lead to further discoveries, 
but they had no effect whatever on the decision of the 
cases; and. being preserved, it was thought advise- 
able. to lay before the public f the whole Narrative, 
as it was given by the witnesses, and not to suppress 
any part of it 

It frequently happened, in the investigation of this 
plot, that information was communicated, which, as 
it did not involve the guilt or innocence of any of the 
criminals, was not recorded ; but which in conjunc- 
tion with various facts and anecdotes, not committed 
to writing, and within the knowledge, perhaps, of the 
Court alone, would be very interesting to the com- 
munity, In addition therefore, to a meie report of 
the trials, and at the suggestion of many ; an histo- 
rical account of the intended insurrection, embracing 
all such information, is inserted in this publication, 
under a separate article. 
* On Tuesday, the 18th of June, the Intend ant of 
Charleston, informed the authors, that there were 
several coloured persons, in confinement* charged 
with an attempt 4t toexcitean insurrection among the 
blacks against the whites," and requested them totake 
the necessary steps to organize a Court for the trial of 
those criminals. The Intendant at the same time, 
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suggested the names of five gentlemen, as freeholders, 
who, possessing in an eminent degree, the confidence 
of the community, and being highly approved of, 
were immediately summoned, in the form prescribed 
by law, to assemble the nest day, at 12 oc.lock. 1 he 
Freeholders convened atihc time and place appointed, 
when the following oath, contained in the act " for 
the better ordering and governing negroes and other 
slaves." was first administered by the Justices to each 
other, and then to each Freeholder.— 1 * You do so- 
lemnly swear in the presence of Almighty God, that 
you will truly and impartially , try and judge the pri- 
soners who shall be brought before you upon their 
trials, and honestly and duly, on your part, put in ex- 
ecution, on these trials, an act, entitled an act for the 
better ordering and governing of negroes and other 
slaves in this state, according to the best of your 
skill and knowledge* So help you God. J? After the 
Court had been thus organized, the [ntendant briefly 
related the circumstances which led to the detection 
of the plot, and the preliminary measures adopted-, 
whkfa are detailed in the account published by the 
authority of the City Council. He at the same time 
presented to the Court a cullender, containing the 
names of all the criminals, then ascertained, the 
charges oo which they had been committed, and the 
witnesses against them. Before the Court proceeded 
to any trial, they were engaged some time in examin- 
ing all the testimony they could obtain, in order to 
ascertain how far a conspiracy had really been form- 
ed ; being convinced fay these means, of the existence 
of a plot, they laid down the rules and principles, on 
which, the trials should be conducted* As the Court 
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had been organized under a statute of a peculiar and 
IocrJ character, and intended for the government of 
a distinct class of persons in the community ; tliey 
were Wound to conform their proceedings to its pro- 
visions, which depart in many essential features, from 
the principles of the common law, and some of the 
settled rules ef evidence. The Court however, deter- 
mined to adopt those rules, whenever they were not 
repugnant to, nor expressly excepted by that statute, 
nor inconsistent with the local situation and policy 
of the state ; and laid down for their own government 
the following regulations: — First — That no slave 
should be tried, except in the presence of his owner, 
or his counsel, and that notice should be given, in 
every case, at kai>t one day before the trial : — Se- 
cond—That the testimony of one witness, unsup- 
ported by additional evidence, or by circumstances* 
should lead to no conviction of a capital nature : — 
Third — That the witnesses should be confronted with 
the accused, and with each other, in every case, ex- 
cept where icstimoiiy wasgiven undera solemn pledge 
that the names of the witnesses should not be divulged, 
as they declared in some instances, that ihey appre- 
hended being murdered by the blacks, if it was known 
that they had volunteered their evidence : Fourth — ■ 
That the prisoners might be represented by counsel* 
whenever this was <rcqurated by the owners of the 
slaves, or by the prisoners themselves, if free:— Fifth 
That the statements or defences of the accused should 
be heard* in every case, and they b* permitted them- 
selves to examine any witness they thougnt proper* 

The Court, on mature deliberation, determined 
that the public geJiendly, or in other words those 
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who had no particular interest in the slaves accused, 
should not be present at their trials ; but that the own- 
ers of the slaves tried, and their counsel, as well 
as the owners of those, who were used as witnesses, 
should be admitted, if they desired it. The Court 
also, extended the same permission to the Intendant 
and Wardens of Charleston. Among other reasons, 
which induced this course, were the following — Be- 
cause several witnesses had volunteered their testi- 
mony, under a solemn pledge of secrecy, and be- 
cause the further detection of the plot, would be 
greatly impeded, if not entirely stopped, by the ac- 
cused being apprised of the information against them, 
and being thus enabled to effect their escape be- 
fore shey could be apprehended* 

It was also morally certain, that no coloured wit- 
ness would have ventured 10 incur the resentment 
of his comrades, by voluntarily disclosing his testi- 
mony in a public Court, The Court was likewise 
anxious to prevent the public mind from being ex- 
cited by the exaggerated representations of the tes- 
timony whieh might have been circulated by auditors 
under the influence of misapprehension of terror. — 
In the progress of these trirls, the propriety of these 
measures was completely verified, and they were 
also sanctioned by precedent, on a former occasion 
under similar circumstances, at Camden, in this 
State, 

In the conspiracy ol the blacks, at Antigua, in 
1736, the criminals were tried privately, and not even 
their owners admitted ; and in the Negro plot, at the 
City of New- York, in 1741, the trials were in gene- 
ral conducted in a private manner. 
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After the execution or the first six criminals, and 
the conviction and passing sentence on five more, 
two of the latter made disclosures, which caused 
the arrest of such considerable numbers, that the 
Court were induced to lay down certain rules of dis- 
crimination, in the guilt of the parties, and to adopt 
two classes of offences, Under the first class were 
included those who attended the meetings at Den- 
mark Vesey's, at Bulklcy's Farm, or at appointed 
meetings in Monday Cell's shop, for the purpose of 
obtaining and communicating intelligence of the 
progress of the conspiracy ; all those, who aided and 
abetted in the contribution of money, amis or am* 
munition; all those, who persuaded others to join ; 
all those, who were employed as couriers, to com- 
municate intelligence, or convey orders; and gene- 
rally, those, who, from their acts or declarations, 
indicated a hearty concurrence in the plot ; and all 
those, who, after die condemnation of ihe first six 9 
endeavoured to keep up the spirit of insurrection) to 
promote, or endeavoured to promote or excite a parly 
to rescue the prisoners to be executed* Those who 
were embraced in this class were, upon conviction, 
to be punished with death. Under the second class 
were included those, who had merely consented to 
join in the plot, without taking any active part — 
Those, who were included under this class, were 
10 be transported beyond the limits of the United 
States, not to return therein, under the penalty of 
death. 

As the Act of the Legislature, under which the 
Court were organized, may not be generally known 
abroad, it is deemed adviseable to extract not only 
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such parts of it, as relate immediately to these trials, 
but so much thereof, as may exhibit its general out- 
lines. With this view the following sections arc in- 
serted : 

9* And whereas natural justice forbids, that any 
person of what condition sorver should be condemned 
unheard, and the order of civil government requires* 
that for die due and equal administration of justice, 
some convenient method and form of trial should be 
established , Be it therefore enacted, that all crimes 
and offences which shall be committed by slaves in 
this Province, and for which capital punishments 
shall or lawfully may be inflicted shall be heard, 
examined tried, adjudged and finally determined 
by any two Justices assigned to keep the peace, and 
any number of Freeholders not less than three or more 
than five, in the county where the offence shall be 
committed, and can be most conveniently assembled; 
either of which Justices, on complaint made, or in- 
formation received of any such offence committed 
by a slave, shall commit the offender to the safe cus- 
tody of the Constable of the Parish where such of- 
fence shall be committed, and shall without delay, 
by warrant under his hand and seal, call to his as- 
sistance, and request any one of the nearest Justices 
of the Peace, to associate with him ; and shall by the 
same warrant summon such a number of the neigh 
bouring Freeholders as aforesaid, to assemble and meet 
together with the said Justices, at a certain day and 
place not exceeding three days after the apprehend- 
ing of such slave or slaves ; and the Justices and 
Freeholders being so assembled, shall cause the slave 
accused or charged, to be brought before them, and 
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shall hear the accusation which sVaTI be brought 
against such slave, and his or her defence, an ! shall 
proceed to the examination of witnesses and oihcr 
evidence, and shall finally hear and determine the 
matter brought before them, in the most summary 
and expeditious manner ; and in case the offender 
shall be convicted of any crime, for which by law 
the offender ought to suffer death, the said Justices 
shall give judgment, and award and cause execution 
of their sentence to be done, by inflicting such man- 
ner of death, and at such time as the said Justices, 
by and with the consent of the Freeholders, shall 
direct, and which they shall judge will be most ef* 
fectual to deter others from offending in the like 
manner, 

10. If any crime or offence not capital, shall be 
committed by any slave, such slave shall be proceed- 
ed against and tried for such offence, in the manner 
herein before directed, by any one Justice of the 
Peace, and any two Freeholders of the county where 
the offence shall be committed, and can be most 
conveniently assembled ; and the said Justice and 
Freeholders shall be summoned, assembled, and 
called together, and shall proceed* upon the trial of 
any slave who shall commit any offence, not capital, 
in like manner as is herein before directed for trying 
of capital cases : And in case any slave shall be con- 
victed before them of any offence not capital, the 
said one Justice, by and with the consent of the said 
Freeholders, shall give judgement, for the inflicting 
any corporal punishment, not extending to the taking 
away life or member, as he and they, in their discre* 
tion shall think fit ; ^nd shall award and cause exe-? 
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Gallon to be done accordingly. Provided, That if 
tlie said one justice and two freeholders^ upon ex- 
amination of arty slave charged or accused before 
them, for an offence not capital, shall find the same 
to be a greater offence, and may deserve death, they 
shall with ail convenient speed, summons and re- 
quest the assistance of another justice, and one or 
more freeholders, not exceeding three ; which said 
justice and freeholders newly assembled, shall join 
with t he justice and freeholders first assembled, and 
shall proceed in the trial, and unto final judgment and 
execution j if the case shall so require, in manner as is 
herein-above directed for the trial of capital offences; 

XI. And h& it further enacted^ That two justices 
and one freeholder, or one justice and two freehol- 
ders of the said two justices and three freeholders* 
shall make a Quorum^ and the conviction or ac- 
quittal of any slave or slaves by such a Quomm 
of them, shall be final in all capital cases; hM on 
the trial of slaves for offences not capital, it shall 
and may be sufficient, if before sentence or judg- 
ment shall be given, for inflicting a corporal pun* 
ishinent not extending to life or member, that one 
justice and any one of the freeholders shall agree* 
that the slave accused is guilty of the offence with 
which he shall be charged* 

12. So soon as the justice or justices and frehol- 
ders shall be assembled as aforesaid, in pursuance of 
the direction of this act, the said justices shall admin* 
ister to each other the following oath : 

I s A. J3. do solemnly sweat in the presence of Ah 
mighty Goi> That I will truly aud impartially % and 
wtyudge the prisoner m prison*?* who shall he brmigkt 
c 
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before me, upon his or their (rial, and honestly and. 
duljh on my part, pat in execution on this trial an act, 
entitled^ An act fur the better ordering and govern- 
ing negroes and other slaves in this province, accor- 
ding to the best of my skill and knowledge ; So help 
me God* 

■ And the said justice or justices having taken the 
aforesaid oath, shall immediately administer the said 
oath to every freeholder who shall be assembled as 
aforesaid, and shall forwith proceed upon the trial of 
such slave or slaves as shall be brought before them. 

13. And for the preventing the concealment of 
crimes and offences committed by slaves, and for the 
more effectual discovery and bringiog slaves to con- 
dign punishment, Be it enacted, That not only the 
evidence of all free Indians without oath, but the evi- 
dence of any slave without oath shall be allowed and 
admitted, in alJ cases whatsoever, for or against 
another slave accused of any crime or offence what- 
soever, the weight of which evidence being seriously 
considered, and compared with all other circumstan- 
ces attending the case, shall be left to the conscience 
of the justices and freeholders, ) 

14. And whereas slaves may be harboured and en- 
couraged to commit offences, and concealed and re- 
ceived by free negroes ; and such free negroes may 
escape the punishment due to their crimes, for want 
of sufficient and legal evidence against them ; Be it 
enacted, That the evidence of any free Indian or 
slave without oath, shall in like manner be allowed 
and admitted in all cases, against any free negroes, 
Indians, (free Indians in amity with this government 
only excepted) mulatto or mestizo? and all crimes 
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and offences committed by free negroes, Indians, 
(except as before excepted) mulnttoes or mestizos, 
shall be proceeded in 5 heard, tried, adjudged and de- 
termined by the justices and freeholders appointed by 
this act for the trial of slaves, in like manner, order 
and form as is hereby directed and appointed for the 
proceedings and trials of crimes and offences commit- 
ted by slaves, any law, statute , usage or custom to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

15. If any slave in this Province shall commit any 
crime or offence whatsoever, which by the laws of 
England, or of this Province, now in force, is or has 
been made felony without benefit of the clergy, and 
for which the offender by law ought to suffer death ; 
every such slave, being duly convicted - according to 
the directions of this act, shall suffer death, to be in- 
flicted in such manner as the justices, by and with the 
advice and consent of the freeholders, who shall give 
judgment on the conviction of such slave, shall direct 
and appoint. 

17. Any slave who shall be guilty of homicide of 
any sort, upon any white person, except by misad- 
venture, or in defence of his master or other person 
under whose care and government such slave shall 
be, shall upon conviction thereof as aforesaid, suffer 
death. And every slave who shall raise or attempt 
to raise an insurrection in this Province, [or shall en- 
deavour to delude or entice any slave to run away 
and leave this Province;]* every such slave and slaves, 
ami his and their accomplices, aiders and abettors, 
shall upon conviction as aforesaid, suffer death. Pro- 

* That, part of this section altered by A. A. 17th May, 1751 > 
which is in brackets* 
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wde.4 ttkoays. That it e^dl and may be lawful to and 
for tfaej stices who shall pronounce sentence against 
such slaves, by and wiiii the advice and consent of 
the freeholders as aforesaid, if several slaves shall re- 
ceive sentence at one time, to mitigate and alter the 
sentence of any slave, other than such as shall be 
convicted of the homicide of a white person, who 
they shall think may deserve merry, and may inflict 
such corporal punishment (other than death) on any 
such slave, as they in their discretion shal! think fit, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary thereof in 
any wise notwithstanding. Provided) That one or 
more of the said slaves who shall be convicted of the 
crimes or offences aforesaid, where several are con- 
cerned, shall be executed for example, to deter others 
from offending in the like kind. 

18. And to the end that owners of slaves may not 
be tempted to con&eal the crimes of their slaves, to 
the prejudice of the public, Be it enacted, That in 
case any slave shall be put to death, in pursuance of 
the sentence of the justices and freeholders aforesaid, 
(except slaves guilty of murder and slaves taken in 
actual rebellion) the said justices, or one of them, 
with the advice and consent of any two of the free- 
holders, shall, before they award and order their sen* 
tence to be executed, appraise and value the said ne- 
groes so to be put to death, at any sum not exceeding 
200£ current money, and shall certify such apprais- 
ment to the public treasurer of this Province, who is 
hereby authorised and required to pay the same ; one 
moiety thereof at least to the owner of such slave, or 
to his order, and the other moiety, or such part there- 
of as such justices and freeholders shall direct, to the 
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person injured by such offence for which such slave 
shall suffer death, 

19* And the said justices, or any of them, are hereby 
authorised, empowered and required to summons 
and compel all persons whatsoever, to appear and to 
give evidence upon the trial of any slave ; and if any 
person shall neglect or refuse to appear, or appearing* 
shall refuse to give evidence ; or if any master or 
other person who has the care and government of any 
slave, shall prevent or hinder any slave under his 
charge or government, from appearing or giving evi- 
dence in any matter depending before the justices 
and freeholders aforesaid ; the said justices may, and 
they arc hereby folly empowered and required to 
bind every such person offending as aforesaid, by re- 
cognizance, with one or more sufficient sureties, to 
appear at the next general sessions, to answer such 
their offences and contempt ; and for default of find- 
ing sureties, to commit such offender to prison. 

53. This act and all clauses therein contained^ 
shall be construed most largely and beneficially for 
the promoting and carrying into execution this act, 
and for the encouragement and justification of all 
persons to be employed hi the execution thereof, and 
no record, warrant, precept or commitment, to be 
made by virtue of this act, or the proceedings there- 
upon, shall be reversed, avoided or in any ways im- 
peached by reason of any default in form. 



OF THE 

Conspiracy and Intended Insurrection^ 

AMONGST A PORTION 

OF THE 

Hesroes in fte mm of Sotttij^e»voW«a t 

In the Year 1822. 

At the head of this conspiracy stood Denmark 
Vesey, a free negro ; with him the idea undoubtedly 
originated. For several years before he disclosed 
his intentions to any one, he appears to have been 
constantly and assiduously engaged in endeavoring 
to embitter the minds of the colored population against 
the white. He rendered himself perfectly familiar 
with all those parts of the Scriptures, which he 
thought he could pervert to his purpose; and would 
readily quote them, to prove that slavery was con- 
trary to the laws of God ; that slaves were bound to 
attempt, their emancipation, however shocking and 
bloody might be the consequences, and that such 
efforts would not only be pleasing to the Almighty, 
but were absolutely enjoined , and their success pre- 
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dieted in the Scriptures* His favorite texts when he 
addressed his own color were, " Zcchariah, chapter 
14th s verses 1, 2 and 3*, and Joshua, chapter 4th, 
verse 21 1 ; and in all his conversations he identified 
their situation with that of the Israelites. The num- 
ber of inflamacory pamphlets on slavery brought into 
Charleston from some of our sister states, within the 
last four years, J, (and once from Siera Leone) and 
distributed amongst the colored population of the 
city, for which there was a great facility, in conse- 
qence of the unrestricted intercourse allowed to per- 
sons of color between the different States in the 

• u Behold the day of the Lord cometh, and tliy spoil shall be 
divided in the midst of thee. For I will gather all nations against 
Jerusalem to battle $ and the city shall be taken, and the women 
ravished ; and half of the city shall go foith into captivity ; and the 
residue of the people shah not he cut off from ihe city. Then shall 
the Lord go forth, and tight against those nations, as when lie fought 
in the day of buttle/' 

f « And they utterly destroyed alt that was in the city, both man 
lucid woman f young and old^ and qx % and sheen^ and ass* whh the 
edge of the sword,'* 

% As far back as the year 1809, several hundred pamphlets of aa 
insurrectionary character were brought to Charleston ? in the ship 
Minerva j from New- York, by her steward, who was a black man. 
A citizen of Charleston, a pnssenger on board, immediately on her 
arrival informed the tutembnt of circumstance, who promptly 
repaired, with the City Marshal, to the vessel ; but did uot arrive 
there in time to seize them beiore they were landed. The Steward 
was, however, committed to prison for trial, and a k\v of the pam- 
phlets having been procured, he would have been tried for his life 
had he not entered into an arrangement wilh die civil authorities of 
*he city to leave the state, never to return therein • and what is a 
little remarkable, his counsel on that occasion was one of the pre- 
siding magistrates of the late court. 
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Union ; and the speeches in Congress of those op- 
posed to the admission of Missouri into the Union, 
perhaps garbled and misrepresented, furnished him 
with ample means for inflaming the minds of the 
colored population of this state ; and by distorting 
certain parts of those speeches, or selecting from 
them particular passages, he persuaded but too many 
that Congress had actually declared them free* and 
that they were held in bondage contrary to the laws 
of the land. Even whilst walking through the streets 
in company with another, lie was not idle ; for if 
his companion bowed to a white person he would 
rebuke him, and observe that all men were born 
equal, and that he was surprised that any one would 
degrade himself by such conduct; that he would 
never cringe to the whites, nor ought any one who 
had the feelings of a man. When answered, We are 
slaves, he would sarcastically and indignantly reply, 
*' You deserve to remain slaves ;" and if he were 
further asked, What can we do, he would remark, 
* ( Go and buy a spelling book and read the fable of 
Hercules and the Waggoner ; w which he would then 
repeat, and apply it to their situation. He also 
sought every opportunity of entering into conversa- 
tion with white persons when they could be over- 
heard by negroes near by, especially in grog-shops * 
during which conversation he would artfully intro- 
duce some bold remark on slavery ; and sometimes, 
when from the character he was conversing with h£ 
found he might be still bolder, he would go £o far, 
that had not his declarations in such situations been 
clearly proved, they would scarcely have s been cre- 
dited. He continued this course, until - sometime 
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after the commencement of the last winter ; by which 
lime he had not only obtained incredible influence 
amongst persons of color, but many feared him more 
than thrir owners, and one of them declared* even 
more than his God, 

At this period he sounded Roll a and Ned, two 
slaves of his Excellency Thomas Bennetts and find- 
ing them ready to acquiesce in his schemes, he made 
the same proposals to Jack, belonging to Mrs- Pur- 
cell, and Peter, belonging to Mr. Poyas, who also 
consented with equal promptness. These men were 
his first four associates ; three of whom, viz: Rolla, 
Ned and Peter, immediately became bis most active 
agents, Some time after Christmas he was also 
joined by Gullah Jack, belonging to Mr. Pritchard r 
and subseqently by Monday, belonging to Mr. Gcll f 
who soon proved themselves to be as fit men for his 
purpose, and as active as Rolla, Ned and Peter* — 
These constituted his five principal officers,, by whose 
means, aided by some others whom he employed to 
go about and travel the country adjacent to Charles- 
ton,, and amongst the latter of whom the principal 
agents were Lot Forrester and Frank Ferguson, he 
engaged great numbers to join in the intended insur- 
rection, lie also at his house held nocturnal meet- 
ings, for the purpose of interchanging opinions, ma- 
turing the plan, collecting and giving information, 
&c. ; at which meetings numbers of the insurgents, 
both from country and town attended ; and where 
collections were made for the purpose of providin 
arms, ammunition, &c. and for defraying such ce- 
pences as might be indispensibly necessary. He also 
attended meetings at other plac cs appointed by him ; 



%l 

at one place in particular on Charleston Neck, about 
two miles and a half from the city. Besides his five 
principal officers already mentioned, he had other 
recruiting agents, though on a smaller scale, amongst 
whom were William Palmer, Wm. Garner, Charles 
Drayton and Peirauk Strohecker. In order to in- 
duce the colored population to join them, every prin- 
ciple which could operate upon the mind of man was 
artfully employed : Religion, Hope, Fear, Decep- 
tion, were resorted to as occasion required* Al! 
w ere told, and many believed, that God approved 
of their designs ; those whose fears would have re- 
strained them, were forced to yield by threats of 
death ; those whose prudence and foresight induced 
them to pause, were cheered with the assurance that 
assistance from St. Domingo and Africa were at 
hand ; whilst those upon whom none of these prin- 
ciples operated, were excited from despair on being 
. informed, that the whites, perceiving thev were be- 
coming too numerous, had resolved to create a false 
alarm of fire, and as they came out in the dead of 
the night to kill them, in order to thin their num- 
bers* And strange as it may appear, yet vast num- 
bers of the Africans firmly believed that Gulf ah Jack 
was a sorcerer ; that he could neither be killed nor 
taken ; and that whilst they retained the charms 
which he had distributed they would themselves be 
invulnerable. Add to all this, their belief that Con- 
gress had emancipated them, and wc may readily 
credit the declaration of Monday Gell and Perault, 
that they never spoke to any person of color on the 
subject, or knew of any one who had been spoken 
to by the other leaders, who had withheld his as- 
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sent- Yesey being a free man encountered none of 
those obstacles which would have been in the way of 
a slave; his time was at his own disposal, and he 
could go wherever he pleased, without interruption ; 
qualifications and advantages absolutely necessary 
for the Chief in a Conspiracy, and which enabled 
him to travel so much about the country as he 
did. 

On perusing the testimony, the declaration of one 
or two of the witnesses that this plot had been in agi- 
tation for four years will strike the observation of ev- 
ery one ; but it must not be supposed therefrom, that 
recruiting or enlisting had been progressing for that 
time ; or that, for that time there existed any direct 
proposal from Vesey or any one else far such a mea- 
sure, Such was not the case- No active measures 
were taken until near last Christmas* In speaking 
of this attempt being in agitation for four years, allu- 
sion was had to Vesey's conduct and language during 
that time; and to the dissatisfaction which appeared 
since, to exist amongst the coloured population. This 
was about the time that the African congregation, (so 
called from its being composed wholly of persons of 
colour and almost entirely of blacks,) was formed, 
and their Church built in Hampstead ;* of which 
Vesey had been a member, and of which his princi- 
pal associates, Gullali Jack, Monday, Ned and Peter, 
were also members ; and the two last, were class 
leaders* It was also about this time, that class meet- 
ings of the coloured people had become so common 
as they now are ; each class having a coloured prea- 

* A part of the suburbs of Charleston- 
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chcr or leader as they were termed, named by the 
Minister of the Church to which he belonged; at 
which meetings, held usually at night in some retired 
building, avowedly for religious instruction and wor- 
ship, no white person attended, That inflammatory 
and insurrectionary doctrines, without any direct 
proposal for such an attempt, were inculcated at 
these meetings or some of them, was positively 
proved; and further, that they were to be used as 
places of rendezvous and rallying points, for commu- 
nicating to all, the exact night and hour, on which the 
first blow was to be struck. The great impropriety 
of allowing meetings of any kind to be held solely by 
slaves, and at such times and places, must forcibly 
strike every reflecting mind. The African copgrega* 
lion above mentioned was not only composed alto- 
gether of coloured persons, but their Ministers were 
also coloured ; and were stated To have been regu- 
larly ordained Bishops and Ministers of the Gospek 
The influence which such men and class leaders must 
necessarily acquire over the minds of the ignorant 
blacks is evident ; and if a disposition exists in them 
to obtain for their own colour and themselves, the 
freedom and privileges enjoyed by the whites, by en- 
listing into their cause perverted religion and fanat- 
icism, that desperation is kindled in their hearers, the 
consequences of which are but too well known. Is 
it to be wondered at that, under all the foregoing cir- 
cumstances, an attempt to create an insurrection 
should be contemplated ! 

Vesey perceiving that so far every thing had an- 
swered his most sanguine expectations, himself in 
.possession of vast influence over his own colour, and 
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their minds poisoned and cmbhterred against the 
white population, began about Christmas 1821, to 
probe those whom he had selected as leaders- and 
found as he expected a ready acquiescence in his 
measures by all of them except Monday Gel!, who 
wavered for sometime before he joined. In the se- 
' lection of his leaders, Vesey shewed great penetration 
and sound judgment. Rolla was plausible, and pos- 
sessed uncommon self-possession ; bold and ardent, 
he was not to be deterred from his purpose by dan- 
ger* Ned's appearance indicated, that he was a man 
of firm nerves, and desperate courage, Peter was 
intrepid and resolute, true to his engagements, and 
cautious in observing secrecy where it was necessary; 
lie was not to be daunted nor impeded by difficulties, 
and though confident of success, was careful in pro- 
viding against any obstacles or casualties which might 
arise, and intent upon discovering every means which 
might be in their power if thought of before hand. 
Gullah Jack was regarded as a Sorcerer, and as such 
feared by the natives of Africa, who believe in witch- 
craft* He was not only considered invulnerable, but 
that he could make others so by his charms ; and 
that he could and certainly would provide all his fol- 
lowers with arms. He was artful, cruel, bloody; his 
disposition in short was diabolical. His influence 
amongst the Africans was inconccivcable. Monday 
was firm, resolute, discreet and intelligent. 

With these men as his principal officers, amongst 
whom Peter and Monday was certainly the most ac- 
tive, Vesey began to seduce others at the commence- 
ment of the present year- Peter and Monday (and 
probably the other leaders) kept lists of those who had 



25 



joined their company or band. As Monday did not 
join until the business of enlisting had considerably 
progressed, and proceeded very prudently himself, 
he had but few on his list* according to his own 
confession only forty-two ; but Peter who had con- 
sented as soon as spoken to, and was bold and ac- 1 
tive in his exertions, had six hundred names on his y 
list ; whom he had engaged in Charleston, from that 
division of the city in which he resided, which was 
South-Bay* Peter also had in his possession another 
list of nameSj or as the witness afterwards explained 
himself, a memorandum of the whole number enga- 
ged, and who amounted as the witness was told to 
nine thousand, partly from the country and partly 
from the city* It is true that the witness who made 
these assertions did not see the lists himself ; but he 
heard it from one who was in daily communication 
with Peter, and who was then endeavouring, an 
succeeded in inducing die witness to join; and as 
Peter wrote a good hand and was active throughout 
the whole affair, it is impossible to doubt but that he 
had such lists; but whether the numbers mentioned 
were really engaged or not, there is no mode of as- 
certaining ; and it is more than probable that they 
were greatly exaggerated, and perhaps designedly so. 
That Peter was engaged in enlisting, was positively 
proved ; but so scrupulously and resolutely to the last 
did he observe his pledge of secrecy to his associates, 
that of the whole number arrested mid tried, not out of s 
them belonged to Peter's company, Monday acknow* 
ledged that he had kept a list, but had he not become 
state's evidence, but had died without disclosing as 
Peter did, as well might we have doubted that he 
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kept a list In the course of the trials it Was also sta- 
ted, that Vesey had a variety of papers and books re- 
lating to tliis transaction, which he burnt when the 
discovery of the intended attempt ivas made. Monday 
also burnt his list, and probably so did Peter at the 
same time* 

As these leaders only communicated to each other 
the numbers, and not the names of ihose whom they 
had engaged, and who constituted their company ; 
and as with the exception of Monday, none of them 
betrayed their associates; the companies of Vesey, 
Peter, Ned, Rolla and Gullah Jack have escaped de- 
tection and punishment; with the exception of a few 
of Gullah Jack's band* who were discovered in con- 
sequence of one of his men betraying such of his com- 
panions as he knew, together with his leader. 

In enlisting men the great caution observed by the 
leaders was remarkable. Few if any domestic ser- 
vants were spoken to, as they were distrusted ; and 
all who were consulted were told, that death would 
certainly await them if they informed ; and Peter 
whilst he urged one of his agents to speak to others 
and solicit them to join, at the same time gave him 
this charge, " but take care and don't mention it to 
those waiting men who receive presents of old coats, 
&c. from their masters, or they 7 ll betray us \ I will 
speak to them" The enlistments appear to have been 
principally confined to Negroes hired or working 
out, such as Carters, Draymen, Sawyers, Porters, 
Labourers, Stevidores, Mechanics, those employed in 
lumberyards, and in short to those who had certain 
allotted hours at their own disposal, and to the neigh- 
bouring country negroes. When the proposal- was 
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made to any one to join, such arguments or threats 
were made use of as would ensure success, and which 
the leaders had been cautious to prepare before hand t 
and suit to the different tempers and dispositions they 
would have to deal with, 

As Vesey, from whom all orders emanated, and 
perhaps to whom only all important information was 
conveyed s died without confessing any thing) any 
opinion formed as to the numbers actually eugaged in 
the plot, must be altogether conjectural ; but enough 
has been disclosed to satisfy every reasonable mind, 
that considerable numbers were concerned. Indee d 
the plan of attack, which embraced so many points 
to be assailed at the same instant, affords sufficient 
evidence of the fact. 

The extent of country around Charleston which 
was embraced in this attempt, has not been so pre- 
cisely ascertained as to be traced on a map with as 
much certainty as a division line between two states; 
but enough has been discovered, to induce a belief, 
that it extended to the North of Charleston many 
miles towards Santee, and unquestionably into St, 
John's Parish ; to the South to James 5 and John's 
Islands; and to the West beyond Bacon's Bridge 
over Ashley River. That all who inhabited this ex- 
tent of country were engaged in the plot, will not be 
pretended ; it was not necessary or perhaps advisea- 
ble ; for at the season of the year in which the at- 
tempt was to be made, all the planters and their fa- 
milies are compelled to be absent from their planta- 
tions. If therefore a small number on a plantation 
or in the neighbourhood were engaged in the plot t 
and acquainted with the precise night and hour of its 

F- 
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execution, it would be an easy matter for them in the 
course of the preceding day, or within a few hours 
of their taking their own departure, to induce many 
others whose minds were already poisoned to pro- 
ceed with them. In St. John's Parish four eotire 
plantations of negroes were engaged by Frank Fer- 
guson, as he declared to one of the witpesses ; and 
his statement receives great strength, from the letter 
of his owner to one of the authors, in reply to one 
from him requesting certain information in writing* 

* Conclusion of Thomas Parker's letter of 15th September, 1822, 
addressed to James Ferguson, esq* 

If in this statement I am incorrect, do furnish me with a foil one 
of what it was you did, especially as to what passed between the 
Governor and yourself, in relation to the negroes m St, John^s. 

Charleston, l6th September, 1822* 

To TnoMAS Par&ek, Esq. 

Sir — As 1 perceive by your letter of ycsterday 5 that your mem* 
ory is not altogether correct with regard to my going up to my plan- 
tation on the business connected with the late attempt at insurrec- 
tion, I shall endeavour to comply with your rcquest 5 by relating 
transactions as they occurred, 

About 25th or 27th June, Mr. Wesner, one of the committee of 
vigil en ce, hat I the politeness to communicate to me ? that he had re- 
ceived information that my servants Frank and Adam, were con- 
cerned 'm the insurrection 5 and asked me whether I had a fellow 
named John, and one named Pompey in the country ! He then took 
me 10 the Work- [louse to examine -lease J Slack wood [then under 
sentence of death,] from whom the information was received ; im- 
mediately upon leaving the room I tnld Mr. Wesner I was satisfied 
of the truth of Jesse- s evidence, I directly brought Frank and Adam 
before the Court j you recollect thai Frank was used as stated evi- 
dence and Adam thscharged. 
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It was principally for the attempt of Jesse, (one of 
the conspirators) to go to Mr. Ferguson's plantation 
in St. John's, to inform the negroes of (he night and 



Jesse's evidence as regards the country negroes, was ; that lie was 
to have gone to summon them down; that on his arrival he was to 
have asked for John and Pompey, that John was called John O— 
and that one was a cooper; and that he was not to be seen by the 
driver: these directions were given him by Frank. Upon examin- 
m ? Fral>k a da y two after, he confirmed what Jesse had said ; and 
said that John and Pompey and several others had agreed to come 
to town in case the insurrection began, or as he expressed it, « in 
case such things took place." 

flunking it ray duty to inform the proper public authorities of my 
knowledge of the insurgents, and being anxious that if my negroes 
were to be tried, they should have the benefit of such a Court as was 
then organized; on Friday, 28th June, I waited on the Governor 
and informed him that the insurrection had extended lo my planta- 
tion, that two fellows were particularly named, and that if he thought 
proper to have them apprehended, 1 would assist personally any of- 
ficers he might choose to send : he said it would be a great pity those 
poor wretches should suffer upon slight evidence: I then stated to 
him the evidence of Jesse and Frank ; he said there was a Court or- 
ganised which with the committees appointed, appeared to take the 
enure management of the business. . He expressed some regret at 
a misunderstanding with the Court, by which he had been at first 
prevented, having such communication with some of (he criminali 
as he could have wished. After this short conversation, I said ex- 
phcitly to him, then, sir, you do not intend to apprehend those ne- 
groes. He replied he would not like to take upon himself the res- 
ponsibility. F rom the Governor's house I went immediately to the 
^ourt Room, and formally gave to the Court and Intendant the same 
information I had given to the Governor, they declined their inter- 
ferenceonly upon the ground that my plantation was beyond their 
jurisdiction. 

I On Saturday, 29th June, I went into the country and had John 
/ *nd Pompey severely corrected in the presence of the other negro 
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hour they ware to be in Charleston, that he was exe- 
cuted; though the declarations made by him inde- 
pendently of this act, shewed that he had heartily em- 
men on the plantation ; but neither from them, nor from the others 
eould I get any confession that they were at all cognizant of the in- 
tended plot. I gave orders to my driver to pvem on them the inutil- 
ity of denying what was so fully proved against tbeinj and to inform 
me of any confession they might make* I returned to town the next 
day, and for die four succeeding weeks, to my great astonishment I 
could gei_rip acknowledgment through the messenger who came to 
me weekly. J then sent up a confidential old negro who returned 
and told "me, that, the negroes were ready to confess all to me, find 
had been so for some time past? but wore prevented by the driver 
who was as much concerned rs any of them. The next day [30th 
July,] I went into the country and sent the driver to town to be com- 
mitted to the Work -House j where In? is now in confinement* 

The confession of the negroes went to say ? that when Frank drove 
me from Georgetown to the plantation, which was about 10th June, 
he told them Denmark Vesey's stories, and said they must come to 
town and assist. And although they would not acknowfedge that 
they had actually consented to come, yet I am of opinion^ that they 
were so thoroughly convinced that the negroes would succeed in their 
attempt, that they did intend to obey the summons of any messenger 
that should have reached them. 

From the time I first heard that Frank had spoken of the intended 
insurrection, at my plantation, and from my knowledge of the means 
ordinarily used by negroes in communicating intelligence from one 
plantation to another; I was of opinion that it was well known 
through the neighbourhood, and my visit of two days on 3Q t and 
3 1st July, gave me an opportunity of being confirmed in my opin- 
ion— -and if it would not exceed the limits of a letter, I would wil- 
lingly detail the m inutile by which I was so confirmed. 

By the confession of some of my most intelligent negroes, it ap« 
p«ars that reports of their emancipation had of late years been much 
in circulation 5 but they said, that until Frank told them, they ha<t 
aso idea it was to be effected in the maimer proposed by Denmar^ 

* 
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burked in the plot It was in testimony that the In- 
surgents " were trying all round the country y from 
Georgetown and Satitee t ropnd about to Combaliee 
to get people " and subsequent to the determination 
oftUetriatsj it has been distinctly ascertained, that 
Vesey had been in the country as far North as South 
Santee ; and Southwardly from Charleston as fas as 
the Euhaws ; which is between seventy and eighty 
miles from the city. 

During the period that these enlistments were car- 
rying on, Vesey held frequent meetings of the conspi- 
rators at his house 5 and as arms were necessary to 
their success, each night, a hat was handed round, 
and collections made, for the purpose of purchasing 
them, and also to defray other necessary expenses. 
A negro, who was a blacksmith, and had been accus- 
tomed to make edged tools, was employed to make 
pike heads and bayonets with sockets, to be fixgd at 
the ends of long poles and used as pikes* Of these 

Vesey. In various conversations with Frank he always persisted 
in saying he had no knowledge* of Denmark Vesey ? s plot until 1st 
May, 1822 ; which as ser tics n I could not reconcile with several con- 
versations of his on freedom, which I had traced back to nine month* 
before that time; but he explained U by stating that Billy Palmer 
was the first who told him of the rights of the blacks, two summers 
ago. 

The orderly conduct of the negroes in any district of country withia 
40 miles of Charleston, is no evidence that they were ignorant of the 
intended attempt, A more orctajly gang than ray own is not to be 
found in this state— and one of Denmark Veaey's directions was* that 
they should assume the most implicit obedience. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, your moat obedient 

J*™*. JAMES FUUGUSON. 

Thomas Parkbr, Escj- 
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pike heads and bayonets, one hundred were said to 
have been made at an early day, and by the 16th 
June, as many as two or three hundred , and be- 
tween three and four hundred daggers- Atone time, 
Gullab Jack was seen by several witnesses with six 
of the pike heads, which he said, he had just brought 
from the blacksmith's; and a bundle containing up- 
wards of twelve well seclected poles, neaily trimmed 
and smothed off, and about nine or ten feet long, 
were found concealed on the farm on Charleston 
Neck, where several of their meetings were held; 
and which were carried there to have the pike heads 
and bayonets fixed on them. These were brought 
before the Court : how many more may have been 
carried there, and were afterwards removed, des- 
troyed, or effectually concealed ; or how many more 
would have been carried there had the plot not been 
discovered^ is altogether a matter of conjecture ; but 
certain it is, that twelve or twenty poles were more 
than were requisite for only six pike heads, and as those 
six pike heads have not been found, there is no reason 
for disbelieving the testimony of there having been 
many more made, To presume that the Insurgents 
had no arms because none were seized, would be 
drawing an inference in direct opposition to the whole 
of the evidence. Besides the arms above-mentioned, it 
was proved that Peter had a sword; that Cha's, Dray- 
ton had a gun &, sword; that John Horry had a sword; 
that Pharo Thompson had a sythe converted into a 
sword; that Adam Yates had a knife, such as are used 
by Riflemen as dirks, but which from its length was 
more properly a sword ; that Monday had a sword ; 
that Bacchus Bammett gave Peirault a sword and 
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carried another and a pistol to Vcsey, together with a 
keg of powder, that was afterwards made up into 
fixed ammunition, and which he had stolen from his 
owner; and that some of the arms of the Revenue 
Cutter had been stolen, yet none of these arms were 
found. A dagger rudely made, was found in Holla's 
trunk; aquantity of slow match which was supposed to 
have been stolen out of the Arsenal by Lot was found 
concealed on one of the wharves, with which the City 
was to have been fired; and a very considerable num- 
ber of musket balls were accideutly discovered, con- 
cealedunder water in one of the docks. But the means 
which the insurgents had in their power of arming 
themselves were ample. On King-street road, be- 
yond the limits of the city considerably, though 
within the lines, in a common wooden store, unguar- 
ded were deposited the arms of the Neck Company 
ot Alilitia, amounting to between two and three hun- 
dred muskets and bayonets, and a few swords ; the 
door of which store was to have been opened by 
Hacchus Hammctt immediately as the Insurgents 
appeared before it, which a party were to have done 
at the appointed hour. Mr Duqercron's store on 
King-street road, also beyond the limits of the City 
and but a short distance below the last mentioned 
store were deposited for sa l c about five hundred 
muskets and bayonets; to which store a body of the 
same party were to have gone at the appointed hour 
and secured those arms. To assist in effecting their 
several purposes, Vesey had made a collection pur- 
ify to purchase dark lamhorns. Mr. Schirer's 
wrem Queen-street, and the other stores with arms, 
wre noted by the chiefs as magazines of arms to 
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Which they could resort ; especially the stores of those 
Gun -Smiths, with whom the arms of some of the 
militia companies are deposited for the purpose cf 
being kept in order* But in addition to these means, 
the Arsenal in Meeting-street opposite St. Michael's 
Church, in which the greatest proportion of the 
arms of the State are deposited, was to have been 
forced and the arms seized. Let it be remembered 
that this Arsenal is on the public street, without even 
a brick wall in front of it, with doors not stronger 
than those of many dwelling houses, and the difficul- 
ty of forcing it will not appear very great. The 
slaves who were enlisted in Charleston were to en- 
deavour 10 purloin their owner's arms, and there ap- 
peared to be a confidence in rhe leaders, that a suffi- 
cient number in Charleston would from different 
Sources be provided with arms to enable them in the 
first moments of surprise, and before the whites 
could possibly assemble, completely to succeed in 
their first attacks on the Uuard House, and the un- 
guarded Arsenals and Stores containing arms; after 
which they would be m no loss for arms. The ne- 
groes from the country were also to bring with them 
their hoes, hatchets, axes and spades, which might 
cither be used as offensive weapons, or as instruments 
to break open doors. Had the plot not been disco- 
vered, and the Insurrection commenced at tire ap- 
pointed time, they wouM not have been found un- 
armed, 

Vesey had originally fixed upon the night of the 
second Monday in July for the attack, as about that 
time the number of the white inhabitants in the city 
would be much diminished ; those who are cither 
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going to the North, or to Sullivan 's-Island, or into 
the upper parts of the State to spend the summer, 
generally before that time depart; a circumstance 
which had not escaped the observation of Vesey. — 
However, in consequence of the discoveries made 
on the 30th May, and the apprehension of Peter and 
Mingo Harth the day after, (but who after being ex- 
amined were discharged) Vesey thought it prudent 
to fix upon an earlier day for the attack, and changed 
it some time after to the night of Sunday the 1 6th of 
June, which change, though he was able to commu- 
nicate to his associates in the city, it would appear 
from his sending messengers into the country for that 
purpose, as late as the very day preceding the night 
on which the attempt was to be made, that he had 
not had sufficient time, or found some difficulty in 
communicating to his followers in the country ; which 
accounts for their not generally appearing in the city 
on the night of the 16th of June, Twenty or thirty 
men however in a canoe did reach the city, and im- 
mediately had their arrival reported to Vesey ; and 
with this view may many of those who came into the 
city on Saturday night and during Sunday have visit- 
ed Charleston, on which day, great numbers, (cer- 
tainly above a thousand as will presently be shewn) 
invariably repair to the city ; but the preparations 
made by the whites, and the number of troops on 
duty that night, convinced him and his followers that 
their plot was discovered and the whites on their 
guard ; and as their hope of success was founded on 
effecting a supprise, Vesey sent them word to depart 
from the city as soon as possible and wait for further 
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orders ; " and the conspirators finding the whole 
town encompassed at 10 o'clock by the most vigilant 
patrols, did not dare to shew themselves* whatever 
might have been their plans- In the progress of the 
investigation, it was distinctly in proof, that but for 
those military demonstrations, the effort would un- 
questionably have been made ; and that a meeting 
took place on Sunday afternoon, the 16th at 4 o'clock, 
of several of the ringleaders at Denmark Vesey ? s, for 
the purpose of making their preliminary arrange- 
ments*" 

The plan of attack as originally formed was still 
adhered to, with the exception of the change of time 
before mentioned. It was to commence precisely at 
12 o^dock on the night of Sunday the 1 6th of June ; 
at which hour every one was to move, and the attack 
at every point to be made at the same moment — 
Peter was to lead a party which was to assemble on 
South-Bay, and to be joined by a force from James 7 
Island ; he was then to march up and seize the Arse- 
nal and Guard House opposite St. Michael's Church 
and secure the arms. From this force, a party was to 
be detatched, whose duty it would be to prevent the 
Citizens from assembling at their alarm posts, by 
cutting them off as they arrived. A second body con- 
sisting partly of negroes from the country and from 
the Neck, was to assemble on the Neck, under the 
command of Ned, and to seize the Arsenal there. A 
third to assemble at Bennett 7 * Mills, to be headed by 
Rolla, and, after murdering the Governor and Inten- 
dant, to march through the City, or take his station at 
Cannon's Bridge, and thus prevent the inhabitants of 
Cannonsborough from entering the City, A fourth, 
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partly from the country, and partly from that portion 
of the city> was to rendezvous on Gadsden's- wharf, 
march and attack the upper Guard-House. A fifth, of 
country and Neck negroes for whom in particular the 
pikes which were made had been provided, was to as- 
semble at Bulkley's farm, about two miles and a half 
from the City, and seize the powder magazine, three 
miles and a half from town, and then march into the 
City ; and a sixth to assemble at Vescy's, and under 
his command, to march down to the Guard House. 
Whilst these attacks were going on, a number of them 
on horseback were to ride through the streets, and 
kill every person they might meet, and prevent them 
from assembling, or extending the alarm. Battean 
was to join andmardi down with Vesey ; and Gullah 
Jack with another body, which was to assemble in 
Boundary-street at the head of King-street, was to 
take possession of the arms of the Neck Company* 
which were deposited in a store as before-mentioned, 
and also those in Mr* Duquercron^s store. Arms 
being thus from these different sources provided, the 
City was to have been fired, and an indiscriminate 
slaughter of the whites to commence, and also of 
those of their own colour who had not joined them^ 
or did not immediately dp so. It was determined 
that no om should be neuter ; 41 he that is not with 
me is against me,' 7 * was their creed, The leader^ 
appeared to have no doubt but that those slaves who 
had not been particularly spoken to woul d join them, 
as soon as the Insurrection had fairly commenced, 
and the most partial success had been attained. " Let 

* lift Chapter of St, L\ike s 23d verse, 



us assemble a sufficient number to commence the 
work with spirit and we'll not want men, they'll fall 
in behind us fast enough.' 5 . 

Amongst those unacquainted with the employments* 
habits and customs of the inhabitants of Charleston 
and the country and Islands immediately surrounding 
it, a doubt might arise, how the Insurgents were to pro- 
vide themselves with horses in the City; and how the 
negroes from the Islands and the opposite skies of 
Ashley and Cooper rivers would find a conveyance to 
town. In neither of these respects however, was these 
the least difficulty. There were four sources from 
which they intended to obtain horses ; the three first 
not only feasible but certain, the last more difficult, but 
by no means insurmountable. First, numbers of the 
draymen and carters of the city, who are all persons 
of colour, and many of whom have their horses 
both day and night under their controul, (those 
who are free keeping them in their own yards, 
and many of the slaves keeping their horses out 
of their owner's) were to act as horsemen ; so 
were, secondly, some of the butcher's boy's, who 
could with ease provide themselves with horses ; 
thirdly, the slaves at some of the public livery stables 
were engaged in the plot, add were a short time be- 
fore the appointed hour to have the horses sad- 
dled, and at die hour to open the stable doors, 
and thus provide their comrades with horses ; and 
fourthly, some of those whose owners were attached 
to either of the corps of cavalry in the city , were to 
endeavor to seize and bring of with them their own- 
ers horses- As to the means which those on the 
Islands &c. would have to reach Charleston, they 
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were abundant The immense number of canoes 
of various sizes, (many of which could transport up- 
wards of one hundred men) employed in bringing to 
the Charleston market, vegetables, stock of every 
kind and the staple of the country, would have af* 
forded conveyance for thousands. As a matter of in* 
formation and precaution, the Intendant of Charles- 
ton during the trials, and investigations of the plot, 
when negroes were rather fearful of coming into 
town, directed the numbers of those who came over 
in such boats on Sundays from the Islands to be 
counted, when even at that time, upwards of five 
hundred entered the city on one Sunday, From this 
statement some estimate may foe formed of the num- 
ber of negroes who ordinarily come into Charleston 
on Sunday from different parts of the country ; of 
the facility of transportation afforded by these ca- 
noes to those on the islands and rivers, and the fore- 
sight of Vesey in fixing on Sunday night for the at- 
tack, as on that day the slaves might leave their 
owner's plantations and come into town without be- 
ing particularly noticed, which would on any other 
day be just the reverse. 

The attention of the leaders to the most minute 
particulars is worthy of observation. In order to 
insure the assemblage of the Insurgents at the exact 
moment, the negroes who lived near the places of 
meeting, were requested for that night to conceal in 
their owner's premises one or more of their comrades; 
at least Gullah Jack was pursuing this plan* and as 
it was proved that the order emanated from Vesey, 
the same orders were no doubt extended to the oth<* 
ers. A white man in this city who was a barber and 
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hair dresser, was employed to make a number of 
wigs and false whiskers of the hair of white persons 
for some of the Insurgents, with the assistance of 
which, and by painting their faces, they hoped in 
the darkness of the night and in the confusion to 
be mistaken for white men* Such a plan as this 
would no doubt have assisted Peter in his bold de- 
termination to advance singly some distance ahead 
of his party, and surprise and put to death the senti- 
nel before the Guard House. These wigs and whis- 
kers were the only things by means of which Vcscy 
was thrown olf his guard during his imprisonment. 
The hair dresser who had been employed was carried 
by the Intcndant into Vcsey's cell, and Vesey was 
asked if he knew that man. With the greatest ef- 
frontery and composure he denied having ever seen 
him; at which moment, the In tend ant took out of 
his pocket the very wig made for Vcscy himself, 
which had such an effect upon him, that he exclaim- 
ed "goodGod" — remained silent a moment or two, 
and then acknowledged that the wig was made for 
Mm and that he knew the man* 

The principal features in the plan of attack above 
given were proved by most of the witnesses ; but 
some of them omitted parts, and some stated other 
particulars, which it would perhaps be tedious and 
unnecessary to mention, hi addition to the forego- 
ing circumstances, it was proved and subsequently 
acknowledged by Monday, thatVesey had written 
two letters to St. Domingo on the subject of this plot;* 

* Monday never acknuwlodged to the Court that lie had written 
(wo kuer* to Sl Domingo, but said that Vesey had, and that lie in 
company with Ficrauit had carried them on board a vessel there 
J k limit. 
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bat of the character, extent and importance of the 
correspondence, no satisfactory information has been 
obtained, and perhaps by no other person but Vesey 
could this have been given. 

What were the views and plans of the Insurgents 
after they had taken Charleston, had they succeeded 
in doing so, does not satisfactorily appear ; and it is 
probable they had formed none, but intended to re- 
gulate themselves according to circumstances; but 
they appeared confident* that they would have been 
joined by such numbers from the country, as to have 
been able, at that particular season of the year, and 
with the fortifications on the Neck and around the 
Harbour, to have retained possession of the city, as 
long as they might deem it expedient* One or two 
of the Insurgents said, that Vcsey, after robbing the 
Banks of specie, and plundering the city of all that 
was most valuable, intended to sail for St, Domingo 
with his principal adherents ; but the informants 
themselves spoke of it more as a suggestion, than a 
fixed plan. 

The character and condition of most of the Insur- 
gents were such, as rendered them objects the least 
liable to suspicion* It is a melancholy truth, that 
the general good conduct of all the leaders, except 
Gullah Jack, had secured to them not only the un- 
limited confidence of their owners, but they had been 
indulged in every comfort, and allowed every privi- 
ledge compatible with their situation in the commu- 
nity; and although Gullah Jack was not remarkable 
for the correctness of his deportment, he by no means 
sustained a bad character, Vesey himself was free, 
and had amassed a considerable estate for one of his- 
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colour; he was in good business as a carpenter, and 
enjoyed so much the confidence of the whites, that 
when he was accused, the charge was not only dis- 
credited, hut he was not even arrested for several 
days after, and not until the proof of his guilt had be- 
come too strong to be doubted* It is difficult to 

* The following sketch of bis life is copied from the account of 
the intended Insurrection published by the authority of the Corpora* 
lion of Charleston, 

" As Denmark Vesey has occupied so large a place in the con- 
spiracy, a brief notice of him will, perhaps, be not devoid of inter- 
est. The following anecdote will shew how near he was to the 
chance of being distinguished in the bloody events of San Domingo* 
During the revolutionary war, Captain Vcsey,, now an old resident 
of this city, commanded a ship that traded between Si. Thomas' and 
CapeFrancais (San Domingo.) He whs engaged in supplying the 
French of that Island with Slaves. In the year J. 781, he took on 
board at St, Thomas 5 3^0 slaves and sailed for the Cape 5 on the 
passage, he and his officers were struck with the beauty ? alertness 
and intelligence of a boy about 14 years of age ? whom they made a 
pet of, by taking him into the cabin, changing his apparel, and call, 
ing him by way of distinction Telemaque, (which appellation has 
since, by gradual corruptionj among the negroes 3 been changed to 
Denmark, or sometimes Tclmak t } On the arrival, however, of the 
ship at the Cape, Captain Yesey, having no use for the boy 3 sold 
him among his other slaves, and returned to St. Thomas'* On his 
next voyage to the Cape, he was surprised to learn from bis con- 
signee that Tetemaque would be returned on ins bauds, as the plan- 
ter, who had purchased him, represented him unsound, and subjec t 
tc^epilectic fits. According to the custom of trade in that place, the 
boy was placed hi the hands of the king's physician, who decided 
that he was unsound, and Captain Vesey was compelled to take him 
back, of which he had no occasion to repent, as Denmark proved^ for 
20 years a most faithful slave. In 1800, Denmark drew a prifce of 
$1500 in the East-Bay Street Lottery, with which he purchased bis 
freedom from hjs master, at six hundred dollars, much less than his 
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conceive what motive he had to enter into such a 
plot, (unless it was the one mentioned by one of the 
witnesses, who said, that Vesey had several children 
who were slaves, and that he said on one occasion he 
wished to see them free;)as he him self artfully remarked 
in his defence on his trial ; yet with him it unques- 
tionably originated, and by him was headed, Holla 
was the confidential servant of his master; so much 
so, that when his master's public duties required his 
absence from his family, they were left under the 
protection of that slave; and yet that very man, un- 
dertook to head a party, whose first act was to be, 
the murder of that master, who had reposed such con- 
fidence in him, and had treated him with great kind- 
ness. Ned was also a confidential servant, and his 
general good conduct was commendable. 41 Peter 

real value* Frum that period to the day of bis apprehension lie has 
been working as a carpenter in this city, distinguished for great 
strength and activity* Among his colour he was always looked up 
to with awe and respect* His temper was impetuous and domineer, 
ing in the extreme, codifying him for die despotic rule, of which he 
was ambitious. All his passions were nn governable and savage ; 
and, to Ids numerous wives and children, he displayed the haughty 
and capricious cruelty of fin Eastern Bashn w. He had nearly effec- 
ted his escape, after information had been lodged against him, Tor 
three days the town was searched for him without success. As 
early as Monday, the 17th, he had concealed himself. It was not 
until the night of the 22d of June, during a perfect tempest, that he 
was f<j Um i secreted in the house of one of his wives. It is to the un- 
common efforts and vigilance of Mr. Wesner, and Capt. Dove, of 
the City Guard, (the latter of whom seized him) that public justice 
received its necessary tribute, in the execution of this man. If the 
P^y had been one moment later ? he would, in all probability, have 
Reeled his escape the next day in some outward bound vessel 
o 
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was a slayc of great value, and for his colour, a first 
rate ship carpenter. He possessed the confidence of 
his master, in a remarkable degree, and had been 
treated with indulgence, liberality and kindness." 
" Monday en joyed all the substantia! comforts of a 
free man ; (he was) much indulged and trusted by 
his master; his time and a large proportion of the 
profits of his labour were at his own disposal. He 
even kept his master's arms and sometimes his mo- 
ney/ 7 "He is a most excellent harness-maker, and 
kepi bis shop in Meedng-strcet." 45 Monday is an 
Eho) and is now in the prime of life, having been in 
the country 15 or 20 years." But not only were the 
leaders of good character and much indulged by 
their owners, but this was very generally the case 
with aJl who were convicted, many of them possess- 
ing die highest confidence of their owners, and not 
one of bad character. 

""Another characteristic of this plot was s that a deci- 
ded majority of the Insurgents, either did or had be- 
longed to the African Congregation ; amongst whom 
the iniisttncnts were principally and successfully car- 
ried on. From the testimony, die presumptions of 
innocence are in favor of I he Bishops and Ministers, 
(as they styled themselves 3 ) of die Congregation ; but 
two of diem have left the state under strong suspi- 
cions of having favoured the plot The class leaders 
appointed by them, certainly did ; two of whom were 
principals, and Vcscy their chief and a fourth leader 
though not class leaders, yet belonged to the congre- 
gation, Rolla being the only exception* 

The conduct and behaviour of Vescy and his five 
leaders during their trial and imprisonment, may be 
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interesting to many. WbcnVesey was tried, lie fol- 
ded his arms and seemed to pay great attention to 
the testimony given against him, but with iiis eyes 
fixed on the floor. In this situation he remained im- 
moveable, until die witnesses had been examined by 
the Court and cross-examined by his counsel ; when 
he requested to be allowed to examine the witnesses 
himself. He at first questioned them in the dictatorial, 
despotic manner, in which he was probably accus- 
tomed to address them ; but this not producing the 
desired effect, he questioned them with affected sur- 
prise and concern for bearing false testimony against 
him; still failing in his purpose, he then examined 
Ihem strictly as to dates, but could not make them 
contradict themselves. The evidence being closed, 
he addressed the Court at considerable length, in 
which his principal endeavour was* to impress them 
with the idea, that as his situation in life had been 
such that he could have had no inducement to join 
m such an attempt, the charge against him must be 
folse ; and he attributed it to the great hatred which 
he alledged the blacks had against him ; but his alle- 
gations were unsupported by proof. When he re- 
ceived his sentence, the tears trickled down bis 
cheeks; and it is not improbable if he had been placed 
m a separate cell, he might have made important dis- 
coveries ; but confined as four of the convicts were 
in one room, they " mutually supported each other ; 
and died obedient to the stern and emphatic injunc- 
tion of their comrade, (Peter Poyas.") 41 Do not 
open your lips ! Die silent, as you shall see me do." 
Rolla when arraigned, affected not to understand the '! 
charge against him, and when it was at his request 
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further explained to him, assumed with wonderful 
adroitness, astonishment and surprise. I je was re- 
markable throughout his trial, for great presence and 
composure of mind. When he was informed he was 
convicted and was ail vised to prepare for death, 
though lie had previously, (but after his trial,) con- 
fessed his guilt, he appeared perfectly enn founded ; 
but exhibited no signs of fear. In Ned's behaviour 
there was nothing remarkable ; but his countenance 
was stern and immoveable, even whilst he was re- 
ceiving the sentence of death : from his looks; it was 
impossible to discover or conjecture what were his 
feelings. Not so with Peter, for in his countenance 
were strongly marked disappointed ambition, re- 
venge, indignation, and an anxiety to know how far 
the discoveries had extended, and the same emotions 
Were exhibited in his conduct, lie did not appear to 
fear personal consequences, for his whole behaviour 
indicated the reverse ; but exhibited an evident anx- 
iety for the success of their plan, in which his whole 
soul was embarked. His countenance and behaviour 
were the same when he received bis sentence, and 
his only words were on retiring, " 1 suppose you'll let 
me see nay wife and family before I die?" and that 
not in a supplicating tone* When he was asked a 
day or two after, if it was possible he could wish to 
see his master and family murdered who had treated 
him so kindly! he only replied to the question by o 
smile. Monday's behaviour was not peculiar. When 
he was before the Court his arms were folded ; ho 
heard the testimony given against him, and received 
his sentence with the utmost firmness and composure* 
s{ But no description can accurately convey to others* 
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the impression which the trial, defence and appear- 
au.ce of Gullah Jack made on those who witnessed 
the workings of his cunning and rude address." — 
"When arrested and brought before the Court in com- 
pany with another African named Jack, the property 
of the estate of Pritchard, he assumed so much igno- 
rance, and looked and acted the fool so well, that some 
of the Court could not believe that this was the Ne- 
cromancer who was sought after. This conduct he 
continued when on his trial, until he saw the witnesses 
and heard the testimony ash progressed against him; 
w hen in an instant, his countenance was lighted up 
as if by lightning, and "his wildness and vehemence 
of gesture, and the malignant glance with which he 
eyed the witnesses who appeared against him, all in- 
dicated the savage, who indeed had been caught but 
rjot turned.^ His courage, however, soon forsook him* 
When he received sentence of death, he earnestly 
implored that a fortnight longer might be allowed 
him, and then that a week longer, which he contin- 
ued earnestly to solicit until he was taken from the 
Court Room to his cell ; and when he was carried to 
execution fi * he gave up his spirit without firmness otJ 
composure^ He was sentenced on the 9th July to 
be hung on the 12th, 

The whole number arrested were one hundred and 
thirty one, of whom sUty-seven were convicted. — 
From amongst those convicted, thirty-five were execu- 
ted ; the remainder will be sent beyond the limits of 
the United States, as well as some of those, who 
though not convicted, are morally guilty ; and of 
those who suffered death, twenty -two were executed 
at the same time, on the same gallows. The object 
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of punishment being effectually attained by these ex- 
amples, and rhc ring-leaders being convicted, the ar- 
rests stopped here. 

One who was not a member of the Courts cannot 
well conceive die effect produced by the threats used, 
in preventing a discovery of {lie plot The enlist- 
ments had been going on and the preparations 
making actively since Christinas, yet it was not until 
the 30th May, that the least suspicion was entertained 
by the whites. Had it not been that one, not author- 
ised by Vesey or the other leaders, and evidently 
unfit for such a purpose, undertook to enlist, no dis- 
covery might have been made ; for though the infor- 
mation received on the 14th June, was infinitely more 
extensive and in detail, and from a very different 
quarter, yet the first communication and the excite- 
ment it occasioned, might have had considerable ef- 
fect in eliciting the other. The information received 
on the 30th May, however, so far from leading to a 
discovery of the plot, was eventually disbelieved ; so 
that the detection was not really made, until two 
nights preceding the intended exhibition of the dread- 
ful tragedy. The discovery of the plot, however, in 
sufficient time^ in this, as hi every other instance, en- 
abled the constituted authorities to crush it in the 
bud. 

The information received on the 30th of May, 
was communicated to the Intendant of Charleston 
about three o'clock in the afternoon, by a gentleman 
of great respectability, who that morning had re- 
turned from the country. This gentleman stated, 
" That a favorite and confidential slave of his had 
communicated to him , on his arrival in town, a con- 
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versation whkh had taken place at the market on . 
the Saturday preceding, between Himself and a black 
man; which afforded strong reasons for believing 
that a revolt and insurrection were in contemplation 
among a proportion at least of our black population. 
The Corporation was forthwith summoned to meet 
at 5 o'clock, for the purpose of hearing the narrative 
of the slave who had given this information to his 
master, to which meeting the attendance of His Ex- 
cellency the Governor was solicited ; with which in- 
vitation he promptly complied- Between however, 
the hoars of 3 and 5 o'clock, the gentleman who had 
conveyed the information lo the lntendant, having 
again examined his slave, was induced to believe, 
that the negro fellow who had communicated the 
intelligence of the intended revolt to the slave in 
question, belonged to Messrs. J. & D. Paul, Broad- 
stteet, and resided in their premises. Accordingly, 
with a promptitude worthy of all praise, without 
waiting for the interposition of the civil authority 
he applied to the Messrs. Paul t and had the whole 
of their male servants committed to the Guard-House, 
until the individual who had accosted the slave of 
this gentleman, on the occasion previously mention- 
ed, could be Identified from among them. 

On the assembling of the Corporation at five, the 
slave of this gendeman was brought before them, 
having previously identified Mr, Paul's William as 
the man who had accosed him in the Market, he then 
related the following circumstances : 

" On Saturday afternoon last (my master being out 
of town) I went to market; after finishing my busi- 
ness I strolled down the w harf below the fish market, 
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from which I observed a small vessel in the stream 
with a singular flag ; whilst looking at this object, n 
black man, (Mr. Paul's William) came up to me and 
remarking the subject which engaged my attention 
said, f have often seen a flag with the number 76 on 
it, but never with 9G, before. After some trifling 
conversation on this point, he remarked with con- 
siderable earnestness to me. Do yon know that 
something serious is about to take place ? To which 
I replied no- Well, said lie, there is, and many of 
us are determined to right ourselves! 1 asked him 
to explain himself— when lie remarked, why, wc 
arc determined to shake off our bondage, arid for 
this purpose wc stand on a good foundation, many 
havcjouHxl, and if you will £0 with inc, 1 will show 
you the man, who has the list of names who will take 
yours down. I was so much astonished and horror 
struck at this information, lhat it was a moment or 
two before I could collect myself sufficient to tell him 
I would have nothing to do with this business, that 
I was satisfied with my condition, lhat I was grate- 
ful to my master for his kindness and wished no 
change. I left him instantly, lest, if this fellow af- 
terwards got into trouble, and 1 bad been seen con- 
versing with him, in so public a place, I might be 
suspected and thrown into difficulty* I did not how- 
ever remain easy under the burden of such a secret, 
and consequently determined to consult a free man of 
colour named and to ask his advice. On con- 
ferring with this friend, he urged me with great ear- 
nestness to communicate what had passed between 
Mr. Paul's man and myself to my master, and not 
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• lose a moment in so doing** I took his advice and 
not waiting, even for the return of my master to 
town, I men tionctl it to my mistress and young master 
— On the arrival of my master, he examined me as 
to what had passed, and I stated to him what I have 
mentioned to yourselves. 

" On this witness being dismissed from the presence 
of Council, the prisoner (William) was examined. 
The mode resorted to in his examination was to afford 
him no intimation of the subject of the information 
which had been lodged against him, as it was ex- 
tremely desirable in the first place, to have the testi- 
mony of the other witness corroborated as to time 
and place, that, from the confessions of the prisoner 
himself, it might appear that he was at the fish -mar- 
ket at the period stated, and that a singular flag, fly- 
ing on board of a schooner, had formed the subject 
of his observation. After a vast deal of equivocation, 
he admitted alt these facts, but when the rest of his 
conversation was put home to him, he flatly denied it, 
but with so many obvious indications of guilt, that it 
was deemed unwise to discharge him. He was re- 
manded for the night, to the Guard House, it having 
been decided to subject him to solitary confinement 
in the black hole of the Work- House, where, on the 
succeeding morning, he was to be conveyed. 

" On the morning of the 31 st he w as again examined 
by the attending Warden at the Guard-House (hav- 
ing during the night, made some disclosures to Capt 

* It would be a libel on the Uberabty and gratitude of this corti-^N 
mimity to suppose that this man cau be overlooked among those who 
are to be regarded for their fidelity and principle.*, \ [ 
II 
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Dove) on which occasion he admitted all the conver- 
sation which he had held at the fislwiiarkct, with 
the witness before mentioned, and staled that he had 
received his information from Mingo Harth, who 
was In possession of the muster-roll of the insur- 
gents. 

« With the hope of still further disclosures William 
was conveyed to the Work- House and placed in so- 
litary confinement The individuals (Mingo Harth 
and Peter Poyas)against whom he gave information, 
as those who had communicated to him the intelli- 
gence of the plot for raising an insurrection, were 
forthwith taken up by the Wardens, and their trunks 
examined. These fellows behaved with so much 
composure and coolness, and treated the charge, al- 
ledged against them with so much levity— (no writ- 
ings being found in their chests, containg the smallest 
suspicion, excepting an enigmatical letter, which 
was then too obscure for explanation, and to which 
subsequent events only afforded a clue) — that the 
Wardens (Messrs, Wesner and Candy,) were com- 
pletely deceived and had these men discharged ; ?? but 
their movements were nevertheless watched, and 
measures of precaution taken* " Things remained 
in this state for six or seven days, until about the 8th 
of June, when Wiliam, who had been a week in soli- 
tary confinement, beginning to fear that he would soon 
be led forth to the scaffold, for summary execution, 
confessed, that he had for some time known of the 
plot, that it was very extensive, embracing an indis- 
criminate massacre of the whites, and that the blacks 
were to be headed by an individual, who carried 
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about him a charnl which rendered liiin invulnera- 
ble." 

" Three or four days now elapsed, and notwith- 
standing all our efforts, we could obtain no confir- 
mation of the disclosures of William, on the contrary, 
they seemed to have sustained some invalidation* from 
the circumstance, of one of the individuals (Ned 
Bennett) whom he named as a person who had in- 
formation in relation to the insurrection, coming vo- 
luntarily to the Intendant, and soliciting an exami- 
nation, if he was an object of suspicion. In this 
stage of the business, it was not deemed advisable 
prematurely to press these examinations^ as it might 
have a tendency to arrest any further developc- 
mems. 

"On the night, however, of Friday the 14th, the 
information of William was amply confirmed, and 
details infinitely more abundant and interesting af- 
forded. At 8 o'clock on this evening, the Intendant 
received a visit from a gentleman, who is advantage- 
ously known in this community for his worth and 
respectability* 

'This gentleman, with an anxiety, which the oc- 
casion was well calculated to beget, stated to the In- 
tendant, that* having the most unbounded confidence 
in a faithful slave belonging to his family, who was 
distinguished alike for his uncommon intelligence 
and integrity, he was Induced to in form him, that 
rumours were abroad of an intended insurrection of 
the blacks, and that it was said, that this movement 
had been traced to some of the coloured members of 
Dr. Palmer's church, in which he was known to be 
ft class leader. — On being strongly enjoined to con- 
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ceal nothing, he, the next day, Friday the 14th, came 
to his master, and informed him, that the fact was 
really so, that a public disturbance was contemplated 
by the blacks, and not a moment should be lost in 
informing the constituted authorities, as the succeed- 
ing Sunday, the 16th, at 12 o'clock, at night, was 
the period fixed for the rising, which, if not prevent- 
ed, would inevitably occur at that hour. This slave, 
it appears, was in no degree connected with the plot, 
but he had an intimate friend, A — (one of his class) 
w r ho had been trusted by the conspirators with the 
secret, and had been solicited by them to join their 
association ; to this A — first appeared to consent, but 
at no period absolutely sent in his adhesion. Ac- 
cording to the statement which he afterwards made 
himself to the Court, it would seem that it was a 
subject of great regret and contrition with him, that 
he had ever appeared to lend his approbation to a 
scheme so wicked and attrocious, and that he sought 
occasion to make atonement, by divulging the plot, 
which on the 14th he did, to the slave of the gen- 
tleman in question, his class leader*"* 

As the account given by this slave was remarkably 
coincident with the one given by William, with whom 
be had had no communication, and also coincided 
in its most material points with the plan of attack 
just given ; such measures were taken by his Excel- 
lency the Governor, as the occasion reqired. On the 
night appointed for the attack, the insurgents found 

* Most of the black religious communities in this place, are divid- 
ed into classes, over which a Leader ia placed, having the confi- 
dence of the Pastor of the Church. 
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a very strong guard on duty, awl, by 10 o'clock the 
whole town was surrounded by the most vigilant pa- 
trols ■ they therefore dared not shew themselves. 

Notwithstanding the disco very which had been 
made, and the complete frustration of their plans, 
yet so true were they in observing their pledge of se- 
crecy to each other, that of all those arrested up to 
the 22d June, only six ui ;hem were convicted- The 
discovery which had been .iiade and the conviction 
of those six, amongst whom was their chief and three 
of his principal leaders, together with Battcau, who 
though not as principal a leader as the others, was 
yet an officer, did not how ever induce them to lay- 
aside their design, for subsequent to these arrests 
and convictions, it was proposed to make the at- 
tempt early on the morning of the 2d July, immedi- 
ately after the nightly Guards and Patroles had been 
discharged from duty, and which would be at the 
beating of the lieville ; and some even had the bold- 
ness to propose a rescue and general attack, as die 
convicts were carried forth for execution. Their 
reason for fixing on so early a day was, their anxiety 
to save their Chief and Leaders, who were on that 
day to be executed ; but the time between the day 
on which those six were sentenced, and that on 
which they were to be executed, was too short, to 
enable them to concert proper measures ; especially 
as the whites where now on the alert and watchful ; 
and moreover, one of their two remaining Leaders 
on whom they principally depended, was arrested 
the very day previous to the execution, a circum- 
stance well calculated to disconcert and deter them. 
On the 5th July, fun her information was received 
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from the slave of another gentleman, who voluntarily 
cume forward and offered to reveal all the informa- 
tion he possessed, on condition that his name should 
never bo disclosed. In add i lion to naming several 
of his associates, and describing the sorcerer Gullah 
Jack, who was his leader, so as to lead to his appre- 
hension, he mentioned that the Insurgents had by no 
means been induced to abandon their original de- 
sign by the execution which had taken place on the 
2d instant; and that their remaining leader Gullah 
Jack was actively extending the information, that he 
had resolved to rise and make the attack at day 
dawn on the morning of the 6th. Want of time to 
concert measures for this attack also, would proba- 
bly have prevented its being made ; but it was effec- 
tually stopped by the arrest of Gullah Jack on the 
day previous, On the 9th July, sentence of death 
was passed upon five more, two of whom were Mon- 
day and Gullah Jack, and a third, Charles, the slave 
of the Honorable John Drayton; who though not a 
leader, had taken so active a part in the business, as 
to be perhaps as much known in it as the leaders 
were, It was now thirty-nine days since the civil 
authorities had received information of this plot, and 
twenty during which the Court organized for the trial 
of the Insurgents had been engaged (Sundays except- 
ed ;) and yet, so true were they to each other, that 
during all that time only fifteen had been discovered 
whose connection in the plot wns clear, of whom 
four were used as witnesses. "After Monday Gell and 
Charles Drayton were convicted there appeared to 
be a pause in our further disco veries, and some pros- 
pect of the investigation closing with their execution 
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and that of John Horry, Harry Haig and Gullah 
Jack. 

"On the 9th of July, however, these five men, were 
called before the Court to receive sentence, and af- 
ter it had been prouounccd, with the most impressive 
s lemuity, they were withdrawn to a common ward 
in the Work-House, for half an hour, until separate 
ell* could be provided for them- It was at this 
moment that Charles Drayton, overwhelmed with 
terror and guilt, went up to Monday and reproached 
him with having induced him to join in a scheme 
which had placed him in such a miserable and perilous 
situation* To this appeal Monday not only confessed 
his guilt? but observed to Charles — that their present 
fate was justly and precisely what they had a right 
to expect, after their detected and defeated project 
On which there immediately ensued between them 
a conversation on the extent of the guilt of others, in 
which Monday gave Charles the names of many ac- 
complices whom he had not previously known in the 
plot ; the arrival of die blacksmith to iron the con- 
vict??, and the turnkey to convey them to separate 
cells, interrupted the conversation. 
"Charles, during the night of the 9th, sent for Mr. 
Gordon, who has charge of the Work-House, and in- 
formed him that he was extremely anxious to seethe 
luteudant, as he had some important disclosures to 
make. By day-light, on the morning of the 10th, 
this message was conveyed to the person for whom it 
was intended, and Charles was visited at sun-rise. 
He was found, in a state of the most lamentable de- 
pression and panic, and he seemed prepared lo make 
the most ample declarations from the fear of death 
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and the consequences of an hereafter^ if lie went mi t 
of the world without revealing all that he knew, in 
relation to the Conspiracy, In which he had been so 
active an agent. Before his narrative was received, 
he was most specially put on his guard, that no promi- 
ses could be made to him of a reversal of his fate, but 
that he might rest satisfied, his condition could not 
be worse by his coming out with a full disclosure of 
all that he knew. He then stated many particulars, 
that had conic to his own knowledge, proving a much 
wider diffusion of the plot than, at that period, was 
imagined; and, after giving up the names of several 
of hia comrades, he mentioned the conversation which 
had been commenced and broken off, in the common 
ward of the Work-House, between Monday Cell and 
himself* As Monday, at this period, did not seem 
disposed to make any confessions toothers, whatever 
he might be inclined to do to his friend Charles, ifc 
was considered important, that the conversation be- 
tween them 5 should be renewed, and they were 
brought together in the same celt, and left for twenty 
four hours alone ; but some little stratagem was ctu- 
pleycd, to divert the suspicions of Monday, that 
Charles was confined with him, merely for the pur- 
pose of getting information out of him. 

"On the morning of the 10th, the Court were appri- 
zed, generally, of these new disclosures, which 
Charles had made, but as he was still closeted with 
Monday, lie could not be examined on that day, and 
the Court met and adjourned from day to day until 
the 15th; on which day Monday Geli's own confes- 
sion was heard by them. Between the 10th and 13th, 
Charles and Monday were separated (having been 
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respited by His Excellency, the Governor, at the re- 
quest of the Court) find Charles, on his re-examina- 
tion afforded much important information, which he 
had derived from Monday, On Monday's having 
all this brought to his view, he confessed his own 
guilt, as well as the truth of the statements which he 
had made to Charles* With the information obtained 
from Charles, arrests recommenced on the 10th, in 
the course of which day Pcirault belonging to Mr. 
Stroheckcr was arrested ; whose additional infor- 
mation, with some further details obtained from 
Harry, belonging to Mr, Ilaig, in conjunction with 
the disclosures of Charles and Monday, caused the 
arrest of upwards of sixty slaves in the course of three 
or four days. After the trial of these, and a few 
more subsequently arrested, the civil authorities con- 
ceiving that enough had been done to serve as an ex- 
ample, determined to pursue the investigation no 
further ; but should any further information be com- 
municated to them j to bring to trial such only as had 
taken an active part, and arrange with the owners of 
the others to send them out of the state. 

By the timely discovery of this plot, Carolina has 
been rescued from the most horrible catastrophe with 
which it has been threatened, since it has been an 
independent state; for although success could not 
possibly have attended the conspirators, yet before \ v 
their suppression, Charleston would probably have 
been wrapped in flames — many valuable lives have 
been sacrificed — and an immense loss of property 
sustained by the citizens, even though no other dis- 
tressing occurrences w 7 cre experienced by them ; 
i 
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tvhiist the plantations in the lower country would 
have been disorganized , and the agricultural interests 
have sustained an enormous loss. 



MEMORANDUM, 
A Gentleman of respectability, the owner of one of the Staves 
deeply engaged in the Conspiracy, stated to the Court, previously to 
hi* Servant's guilt being ascertained, thnt he was a Negro in whose 
honesty and veracity he eonfided ? and whose attachment and fidelity 
to him had been great- That this Negro had been twice? in the 
IWthem States *vkh him, where he had every reason to believe that 
attempts were made to induce this Slave not to return to Charleston » 
He further said he had owned him since 1306 or ISO/% during all 
which time he had behaved himself well. It thus appears that even 
a Servant whose attachment to his owner was so great ? that he refu- 
sed to avail himself of the means of lawfully attaining his freedom'* 
(the laws of the State, or tiic friendly feelings of its inhabitants^ 
where he then was^ putting that in his power,) could not. resist the 
arguments or threats of the Conspirators, even though he knew that 
they aimed at nothing, less than the murder of his muster and family 5 
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The Codrt organized for the trial of sundry Ne- 
groes apprehended and charged "with attempting 
to raise an Insurrection amongst the Blacks against 
the White*? and of such others as might be brought 
before ihcm on the same charge, met on Wednesday, 
the 19th June, 1822, and consisted of the following 
Gentlemen, viz: 

Lionel H. Kennedy, q. u. ) ,^ . „ „ 

Thomas Parker, j. p. \ Magistrates. 

William Drayton, "1 

Nathan Heywabd, 

James R. Pringle, \ Freeholders. 

James Leg* re, 

Robert J. Tumbull, J 

i.«?V ar ^, L of R0LLA ' a negro man, the slave 
oi His Excellency, Governor Bennett— Jacob Asson, 
Jisq. attending as Counsel for his owner. 

EVIDENCE. 

Witness No. 1*_A negro man testified as fol- 
lows:—! know Rolla, belonging to Mr. Thomas 
Bennett, we are intimate friends; all that 1 know of 
the in tended Insurrection i got from him. About three 
months ago he asked me to join with him in slaying 
the whites, I asked him to give me time to consider 

* This witness came forward voluntarily, and R ave information of 
he intended Insurrection, and of the placed those concerned, L 

™i ^Tf™,.** 1 ™^' to the appointed day, 

SSS,*'' 'J- "ante wou d not be devoid, which the 
Court pledged themselves to conceal as far as it depended on them 
His name therefore suppressed-//* & m J iimd] >Zt 
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of it ; a week after he put the same question to me, 
and at the end of another week he again came to me 
on the same subject. I told him 1£ take care, (iod 
says we must not kill you are a coward he said 
and laughed at inc. lie said he would icll me how 
it was to be done* There arc said he, white men who 
have come from off, and who say that St. Domingo 
and Africa will assist us to get our liberty if we will 
only make the motion first. I advised him to let it 
alone, and told him 1 would oppose them if they came 
to kill my owner f when he again laughed at me as a 
coward — He summoned me to go to their meetings 
where said he you will hear what is going on and be 
better informed ; I told him yes, I would go — Friday 
night about three weeks ago he appointed to take me 
with him to their meeting; at thai night he came to 
me and again summoned me to go to the meeting, I 
wont away from him, J went out of his way* The next 
day he came to me and said the meeting had been ex- 
pecting me and I must send my name to be put down 
as one of the Band — This thing has been going on 
for four months. He told me that at the meeting it 
was said that some white men said Congress had set 
ysjreej and that our white people here would not let 
us he so, and that St Domingo and Africa would 
come over and cut up the white people if we only 
made the motion here first— that last Saturday night 
(the 1 5th June,) might be the last he had to live, as 
they were determined to break open the thing on 
Sunday night (the 16th June) — I told him it could 
not be done, it would not succeed, that our parents 
lor generations back had been slaves, and we had 
better be contented — He desired me to tell — (Wit- 
ness No. 2) to go up to him, that he wished to see 
him — No. 2 went in the evening — Rolla told No. 2 in 
my presence what he was going to do — No, 2 told him 
to let it alone, he would not succeed, and then turned 
away and wept — Rolla replied His now gone too far to 
stop it — lie told No. 2 to go out of town on Sunday 
night, as he did not wish him to be hurt — I told No. 
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2 to sound the alarm* and If be did not I would — I 
asked Holla what was to be done with the women 
and children ? he said, " when we have done with 
the fellows, toe know what to do with the wenched — 
lie said there are a great many involved in it in ikz 
country; that Mungu from James' Island was to 
come over to Charleston with 4000 men, land on 
South-Bay, march up and seize the Arsenal by the 
Guard- House and kil! sill the City Guard ; that ano- 
ther body was to seize i?[>on the Powder Magazine, 
and another body to take the United Stated Arsenal 
on the Neck, then march to town and destroy the In- 
habitants, who could only escape by jumping into the 
river — My Army he said will first fix my old buck and 
then the Intetidant — I asked him if he could bind his 
master or kill him ; he laughed at me again ; I then 
told him 1 won Id have nothing to do with him — fie 
said he was going to John's Island to hasten down the 
country negroes, as he feared they would not come* 
1 felt that it was a bad thing to disclose what a bo- 
som friend had confided to me, and that it w 7 as wicked' 
to betray him, and 1 suffered a great deal before I 
could bring myself to give information, but when I 
thought on the other hand that by doing so I would 
save so many lives and prevent (he horrible acts m 
contemplation, 'twas ovcrbalcnced, and my duty was 
to inform — I refused to go to die meetings as Holla 
wished, as I feared if 1 opposed them there, they 
might make away with me to prevent me from be- 
traying them — I don't know where the meeting 
were held, but believe 'twas in Bull-street, in which 
street Denmark Vesey lives — Holla said that Ned 
and Mathias were concerned — I am well acquainted 
with Stephen, Mr. T< R« Smith's man ; 1 believe him 
lo be a worthy, good man, and in a conversation 
with him on this subject, he agreed with me that this 
was an abominable plot— 1 have not seen him for 
the last four weeks — ] know Denmark Vesey — I was 
one day on horseback going to Market when 1 met 
him on foot ; he asked me if I was satisfied 3n my 
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present situation ; if I remembered the fable of Her- 
cules and the Waggoner whose waggon was stalled, 
and lie began 10 pray, and Hercules said, you fool put 
your shoulders to the wheel, whip up the horses and 
your waggon will be pulled out ; that if we did not 
put our hand to the work and deliver ourselves, we 
should never come out of slavery : that Congress had 
made us free* 1 know that he Ls intimately acquainted 
with Rolla — Rolla told me that there had been a sort 
of disagreement and confusion at their place of meet- 
ing, and that they meant to meet at Vesey's — Vesey 
told nie that a large army from St. Domingo and 
Africa were coming to help us T and we nuist not 
stand with our hands in our pockets ; lie was bitter 
towards die whites. Sambo who lives on Mrs. La 
Roadie's plantation (on John's Island) sent word 
down to Rolla that he would be in town on Sunday 
night last — Rolla said that they would have a coun- 
tersign to be known to their Iriends, and in the ac- 
tion, those blacks who could not give it would be 
killed ; that they would fire the town — Rolla's threats 
are that if any black person is found out giving in- 
formation or evidence against them, they would be 
watched for day and night and be certainly killed — 
Even now the friends of those in prison are trying 
about the streets to find out who has given informa- 
niarion— If my name was known I would certainly 
be killed. I advised Rolla to let it alone, but told 
him that if they persevered and commenced it, I had 
no arms, but that as they passed by my house, 1 would 
fall in behind with my fishing line and grains which 
was all that I had, Rolla did not tell to No, % all 
the particulars, but ioid him of the intended rising 
and the time, 

Witness No. 2.* A negro man testified as fol- 
lows :-. — The first I heard was from witness No. 1 — 
he told mo that such was the idea of the coloured 

* This win icss as regards the concealment of his name, stands 
precisely in the same ^tuailon as iSo* i. 



people ; that lit 1 was asked to join bite tliat lie ask- 
ed for time to consider ; that he was told to tell 
me to go out of town ; that at 12 o'clock on Sun- 
day (the 16th June,) the rising would take place. — 
I told him I would tell my master and he said he 
would do the same. On Friday (the 14th of June) 
witness No* I , and myself told my master every thing* 
I went up to Rolla as he requested, and saw him, 
who complained of his hard Jiving ? I found that he 
was at something wrong and my heart got so full 
that I wept. Rolla never told me in express words 
that he was going to join in the rising to kill the 
whites. Witness No. 1, was present when Rolla and 
myself were speaking and heard most of what pas- 
sed ; Rolfa's last words were " His gone too far now 
to bestoppcdJ 3 Though RoSIa said nothing expressly 
to me about insurrection, yet we seemed to under- 
stand each other perfectly, and that such was in con- 
templation — Rolla told me that on Sunday evening 
I must go out of town as he did not wish me to be 
hurt ; he said words to the effect that he was going 
to join in the rising ; he said thai on Sunday night at 
12 o'clock such and such a thing would take place. 
Witness No- 1, said that Rolla had told him they 
were to join and take the Powder Magazine and the 
Arsenal on the Neck, and that an army of 4000 men 
from James' Island would land at South-Bay, march 
up and take the Laboratory in town and kill all the 
City Guard, and then they would kill the whites 
&c. Witness No, 1, and Stephen, Mr. T. R. Smith's 
man are truly good men. 

The owner of witness, No* 2. testified as fol- 
lows-*- What my servant has just said is substantially 
what he told me some days ago ; he is a servant of 
the very best character, and, every word he says may 
be relied on. I never heard a complaint against him 
from white or black. 

Witness No. 6, a negro man belonging to his Ex- 
cellency Governor Bennett, gave the following evi- 
dence— Rolla proposed to me to join with the blacks 



to rise against the whites, 'twas on last Saturday (the 
25th of June) ; lie asked mc to join him to raise an 
army against the whites; I refused and went away; he 
said I was a fool 

WfTNESS No. 7, a negro man gave ihc following 
evidence — I reside on John's Island. About a month 
ago Holla advised mc to join the blacks against the 
whites, I told him it was vain ; lie told me 10 come 
lf> town on Saturday week last (the 15th of June), 
lie said he won id let mc know what day to be down 
and sent mc word last Friday week not to come 
flown on the Saturday as the tiling had been found 
out- He said the plan was to take the Guard House 
and the Magazine and then get arms and ammuni- 
tion: that a great many were concerned but no* name 
was mentioned to me ; I mentioned it to no one on 
the Island- 

The voluntary Confession of Roll a* to the Courts 
made after all the evidence had been heard, but be- 
fore ins conviction — 1 know Denmark Vcscy — On 
one occasion he asked me what news, 1 told him 
none ; he replied wc are free but the white people 
here won't let us be so, and the only way is to rise up 
and fight the whites* 1 went to his house one night 
to learu where the meetings were held. 1 never con- 
versed on this subject with Batteau or Ned — Vcscy 
told nie he was the leader in this plot 1 never con - 
versed cither with Peter or Mingo* Vcscy induced 
me to join; when 1 went to Vesey's house there was 
a meeting there, the room was full of people, but 
none of them white. That night at Vesey's wc de- 
termined to have arms made, and each man put in 
121-2 cents towards that purpose. Though Vcscy 's 
rejoin was full I did not know one individual there. 
At this meeting Vesey said wc were to take the 
tiuuaHIousc and Magazine to get arms; that wc 

* Roflsi on Iris arraignment and throughout hi* trial* until after 
the evidence clayed denied his guilt; imd pretended niter ignorance of 
the intended insurrection. 
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ought to rise up and fight against the whites for 
our liberties ; lie was the first to rise up and speak, 
and he read to us from the Bibh r how the Children of 
Israel were delivered out of Egypt from bondage. He 
said that the rising would take place, last Sunday night 
week, (the IGlh June) and that Peter Poyas was one. 

On behalf of Rolla, five Witnesses were intro- 
duced and examined prior to his confession to the 
Court, with a view to impeach the credibility of wit- 
ness No. 1, but they rather strengthened it. The 
owner of that witness, (No* 1,) who was introduced 
as a witness on behalf of Holla, amongst other things 
creditable to that witness, stated, that since he had 
given information against holla, he had been dis- 
tracted, that being the first day he seemed compo- 
sed ; that he thought and said he had acted like a 
traitor to his friend, 

The Court unanimously found Rolla Guilty— 
After sentence of Death* had been passed upon him, 
he made a confession in prison to the Rev Dr. Hall y 
who furnished the Court with it in writing, and in the 
following words: " 1 was invited by Denmark Vesey 
to Iiis house, where I found Ned Ben nctt* Peter Poyas, 
and others, some were strangers to me, they said thfy 
were from the country. Denmark told us, it was high 
time we had our liberty, and he could shew us how 
we might obtain it. He said, we must unite together 
as the St. Domingo people did, never to betray one 
another; and to die before we would tell upon one 
another, lie also said, he expected the St. Domingo 
people would send some troops to help us — The best 
way, said he, for us to conquer the whites, is to set 
the town on fire in several places, at the Clovcrnor's 
Mills, and near the Docks, and for every servant in 
the yards to be ready wuh axes and knives and 
clubs, to kill every man, as he came out when the 
bells began to ring. Be then read in the Bible ivhere 

* The mode of execution ordered in this and the subsequent 
Res where the convicts were sentenced to death, was the Gallows. 
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God cammandtd) that all should be cut off, both men f 
women and children, and said, he believed^ it was no 
$ hi for us to do so, for the Lord had commanded us to 
do iL But ifl had read those Psalms, Doctor, which 
I have read, since I have been in this prison, they 
would never have got me to join them — At another 
meeting, some of the company were opposed to kill- 
ing the Ministers, and the women and children, hut 
Denmark said, it was not safe to keep one alive, but 
to destroy them totally, for you sec, said lie, the Lord 
has commanded it — When I heard this, master Hall, 
my heart pained me within, and 1 said to myself, I 
cannot kill my master and mistress, for they use me, 
more like a son, than a slave — 1 then concluded in 
my mind, that 1 would go into the country, on Satur- 
day evening, before they w ere to commence on Sun- 
day, that I might not see it — Some of the company 
asked, if they were to stay in Charleston ; he said no, 
as soon as they could get the money from the Banks, 
and the goods from thestores, they should hoist sail for 
Saint Domingo, for he expected some armed vessels 
would meet them to conduct and protect them. 

[Note.— Every possible care was taken by the 
Court throughout the U'ials, to prevent collusion be- 
tween the witnesses, or either of them knowing what 
the others had testified to. Those in prison were 
confined in different rooms, or when, from their being 
wanted in Court it was necessary to bring them in 
the room adjoining that in which the Court was .sit- 
ting, they were put together in one room, a confiden- 
tial no n -commissioned officer of the City Guard was 
placed in the room with them .to prevent their com- 
municating togeiher. They were brought in and 
examined separately, none of them knowing against 
whom they w ere called, until rhcy entered the Court 
Room ; and the evidence given in the one room 
could not be heard in the next. Those who were not 
aiTcsted. as they could nor know who were to be the 
witnesses against a particular individual, or what In- 
dividual was to be tried, could not well collude to- 
gether. 
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The Trial of BATTEAU, a Negro Man, the 
slave of Fits Excellency Governor Bennett, — Jacob I 
Axson, Esq, attending as Counsel for the owner. 

EVIDENCE. 

Witness No, 3* — A Negro, about 18 years of 
age testified as follows : — I kuow Battcau, he belongs 
to Mr. Bennett — Sunday before last lie met me, stop- 
ped me and told me something very previous — he 
asked me if I would go as one of the army — I told 
him 1 could not, as I was so bound to my father that 
I could not go out without his leave — nothing more 
then took place as I immediately left him — I have 
not seen him since — Cross- Examined— Batteau told 
me this army was to raise the blacks against die 
whites — he said the army was to act last Sunday 
night (the IGth June) — ■before he commenced speak- 
ing to me be took me one side and then spoke low to 
me — my brother (witness No, 4) and myself after- 
wards spoke together on this business, and he said 
that Bat r cay had likewise spoken to him about it. 

Witness No- 4t — A Negro about 20 years of age 
gave the following evidence: — 1 know Batteau, he 
belongs to Mr. Benuet, he once said to me that he 
wanted tnc to agree to join them with as many 
blacks as I could get to kill the whites — This was last 
Sunday week in the afternoon after Church— 1 said 
I could not attempt such a tiling— he tried to persuade 
me to join but I refused — he said he could raise ar- 
mies directly— that he was one at the head— that 
they would put one force at the Bridge and another 
in town— that he expected some aid from the coun- 
try—the last time 1 saw witness, No* 3, was last Sa- 
turday night —Batteau said the rising would be last 

* Against this witness there was no charge in relation to the In- 
surrection — secrecy as to his name was pledged to him, 

f This witness is in the precise situation, and had the same pledge 
given him as Na 3. 
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Sunday night (the IGth June?)- -Cross-Examined. — 
On the Sunday afternoon 1 saw Batteau, 'twas near 
the lie v. Mr. Bach man's not far from Cannon's 
Bridge, he was talking with a woman— he called to 
me and took me one side and began the conversation, 
speaking low so that no one could hear him— -he said 
if 1 could raise men enough 'twixt Saturday and 
Sunday next to meet him to kill the white people — 
he said they could get arms enough— he is called 
Batteau and Botteau— My brother (witness No, 8} and 
myself afterwards spoke together on this subject, and 
he said that Batteau had spoken to him too* 

The Court unanimously found Batteau Guilty, 
and on the 28th June passed upon him the sentence 
of Death, 

On the first day of July, the following letter was 
received from His Excellency Governor Bennett : 

Charleston, July Ut 1822. 
L- EL Kennedy, Esq. Q, U. ) Presiding Magistrates 
Thos. Parker, J. P- J of the Court of Justices 
and Freeholders organized for the trial of slaves 
charged with attempting to raise an insurrection : 
Gentlemen, 

After a very attentive consideration of the evidence 
yesterday presented ,, permit me to request that the 
case of Batteau may he reviewed with a view to the 
mitigation of his punishment ; such a power is vested 
in the Court by the provisions of the act for the bet- 
ter ordering and governing of slaves, 

If guilty of an attempt to raise an insurrection, it 
does not appear from the evidence to extend beyond 
an invitation to two boys to join in the project: from 
no part of the evidence does it appear that he is fur- 
ther implicated. 

It is known that one of the boys referred to, was 
charged with using improper threats, and therefore 
supposed to be involved in the general plot, for which 
he was arrested. As he states that he had subse- 
quently a communication with his brother and they 
both testify to a simple insolated fact, collusion may 
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be inferred. And even admitting the truth of their 
evidence, it would not appear that he is equally guilty 
with the others. If so the benignant provisions of 
that act would sanction the request made- 

1 ask this Gentlemen, as an individual incurring 
a severe and distressing loss. 

1 am very respectfully, 
Your obedient serv't, 

THOMAS BENNETT. 

The Court agreeable to the request contained in 
the above letter, reviewed their decision, but after 
having sent for and again interrogated witness No 3 
and 4, came unanimously to the conclusion they had 
at first done. After his execution it was incidentally 
proved, in the course of the subsequent trials, that he 
attended the meetings of the conspirators at Vcsey's. 

STEPHEN, a negro man belonging to Mr. Tho- 
mas R. Smith, was next brought before the Court, 
but there being no testimony against him, he was 
immediately discharged. 

The Trial of PETER, a negro man the prpperty 
of Mr- James Poyas* — Mr* Poyas with Robert Ben- 
tham, Esq. as his counsel attending. 

EVIDKKCE. 

Witness No. 5,* a negro man, gave the following 
evidence: — I know Peter, he belongs to Mr. James 
Poyas — in May last Peter and myself met in Legare 
street, at the corner of Lambol-strect, when the fol- 
lowing conversation took place* — lie asked me the 
news — 1 replied none that 1 know of— he said by 
George we can't live so— I replied how will we do— 
lie said we can do very well ; if you can find any one 

* Against ibis witness the Court had not a tittle of testimony — he 
consented without hesitation to become a witness, and to give all the 
information lie possessed, a pledge having been previously given hirrt 
by the Court that he should not he prosecuted or his name revealed* 
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to assist us will you join— 1 asked him how do you 
mean-- «he said, why" to break the yoke — 1 replied 
I don't know*— he asked me suppose you were to 
hear that the whites were going to kill you would 
you defend yourself — I reply 'd Pd try to escape- 
he asked have you lately seen Denmark Vestry, and 
has he spoken to you particularly — 1 said no — well 
then said he that's all now, but call at the shop to- 
morrow after knocking off work and 1 will tell you 
more — we then parted, 1 met him the next day ac- 
cording to appointment, when he said to me, wc in- 
tend to see if we can't do something for ourselves, wc 
can't live so — I asked him where he would get men- 
he said we'll find them fast enough, we have got 
enough — We expect men from country ami town. But 
how said I will you manage it — why we will give 
them notice said he, and they will march down and 
camp round the city — hut what said I will they do 
for arms — he answered they will find arms enough, 
they will bring down their hoes, axes, &c. — I said 
that won't do to fight with here — he said stop; let ns 
get candidates from town with arms, and wc will then 
take the Guard-House and Arsenal in town, the Ar- 
senal on the Neck and the upper Guard-House, and 
supply the country people with arms — how said 1 
will you approach these Arsenals fcc- for they arc 
guarded — yes said he, I know that, but what are 
those guards, one man here and one man there, wc 
won't let a man pass before us — Well said 1 but how 
will the black people from the country and those from 
the Islands know when you are to begin ; or how 
will you get the town people together — why said he 
we wilt \\<ivq prayer meetings at nigfit and there notify 
them when to start and as the clock strikes 12 all must 
move -But said F, the whites in the back country, Vir- 
ginia, &c- when they hear the news will turn to and kill 
you all, and besides you may be betrayed— Well 
said he what of that, if one gets hanged we will rise 
at that minute — We then left his shop and walked 
towards Broad- sir eer, when he said / want you to 
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lake notice of all the Shops and Stares in town with 
arms in them, lake down the numbers and give them 
to me— I said I will see tu it and then wc parted— 
About the 1st June I saw in the public papers a state- 
ment that i he white people were going to build Mis- 
sionary Houses for the blacks, which I carried and 
shewed to Peter and said to hiui, you see the good 
they arc going to do for us-— when he said s what of 
that, have you not heard thai on the 4th July the 
whites arc going to create a false alarm of tire, and 
every black that comes otit will be killed in order to 
thin them —Do you think that they would be so bar- 
barous said 1— Vcs said he I do; I fear they have 
knowledge of an army from St. Domingo, and they 
would be right to do it, to prevent us from joining 
that army if it should march towards this land— I 
was then very much alarmed— we then parted and 
I saw no more of him 'till the Guards were very strict 
about a fortnight ago — at that time I saw Peter and 
Ned Bennett standing and talking together at the 
corner of Lanibol and Legare-strect— they crossed 
over and met me by Mrs. Mvles, and Ned Ben net 
said to me, did you hear what those boys were taken 
up for the other day—] replied No, but some say 
5 twas for stealing —Ned asked me if I was sure I had 
never said any tiling to the whites about what Peter 
Poyas had spoken to inc about— I replied No-— says 
Peter you never did- -No 1 answered-— says Ned to 
me how do you stancl—-at which I struck the tree 
box with my knuckles and said, as firm as this box, 
I'll never say one word against you— Ned then smiled 
and nodded his head and said, that will do, when wc 
all separated— last Tuesday or Wednesday week Pe- 
ter said to me you see my lad how the w hite people 
have got to windward of us— yon won't said 1 be able 
to do any thing-— O yes said he we will, by George 
We are obliged to- -he said all down this w : ay ought 
to meet and have a collection to purchase powder— 
what said I is the use of powder, the whites can fire 
three times to our once — he said but 'twill be such 
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a dead lime of night they won't know what is the 
matter, and our Horse Companies ^ill go about the 
streets and prevent the whites from assembling — I ask- 
ed Jbiru where will you get horses — why said he there 
are many butcher boys wirii horses, and there are 
the public Livery Stables* where we have several can- 
didates and the waiting men belonging to the white 
people of the Horse Companies will be told to take 
away their master's horses — he asked me if my mas- 
ter was not a horseman — I said yes — has he not got 
arms in his house — 1 answered yes — can't they be 
got at— I said yes — then said he 'tis good to have 
them — I asked him what was the plan — why said he 
after we have taken the Arsenal and Guard Houses, 
then we will set the town on lire in different places, 
and m the whites come out we will slay them ; if 
we were to set fire to the town first, the man in 
the steeple would give the alarm too soon — / am 
the Captain said he, to take the lower Guard- 
House and Arsenal — -But, 1 replied 9 when you are 
coming up the centinel will give the alarm —he saidhe 
would advance a little distance ahead, and if he could 
only get a grip at his throat he was a gone math for 
his sword was very sharp ; he had sharpened it and 
had made it so sharp it had cut his finger, which he 
shewed me — as to the Arsenal on the Neck he said 
that is gone as sure as fate, Ned Bennett would man- 
age that with the people from the c<. untry, and the peo- 
ple betwem Hibben^s Ferry and Santee would land and 
take the upper Guard- House.— I then said, then this 
thing seems true — My man, said he s God has a hand 
ink, we have been meeting for four years and are 
not yet betrayed — I told him I was afraid after all of 
the white people from the back country and Virginia, 
&c* — lie said that the blacks would collect so numer- 
ous from the country wc need not fear the whites from 
other parts, for when we have once got the city we 
can keep them all out — He asked if I had told my 
boys — I said no — then said he you should do it* for 
Ned Bennett has his people pretty well ranged ; but 
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said lie take care and don't mention it to those wait* 
ingmenwho receive presents of old coats &c* ft om 
their masters or lfiey 7 U betray us ; I will speak to them* 
We then parted and 1 have not since conversed with 
him — he said the rising was to take place last Sun- 
day night (1 6th June) — that my of the coloured pea* 
pie who said a word about this matter would be killed 
by Hip others — The little man who canH be killed, shot 
or taken is named Jack, a Giillah negro — Peter said 
there was a French eompauy in town of '300 men fid- 
ly armed — that he was to see Monday Gcll about ex- 
pediting the rising. I know that M ingo went often 
to Mr. PauPs to see Edwin, but don't know if he 
spoke wiili William — Peter said he had a sword and I 
ought to get one — he said he had a letter from the 
country, I think from St Thomm\ from a negro man 
who belonged to the Captain of a Militia Company^ 
who said he could easily get the key of the house where 
the Company's arms were put after muster, and 
take them all out and help in that way. This busi- 
ness originates altogether with the African Congre- 
gation in which Peter is a leader. When Bennetts 
Ned asked about those taken up, he alluded particu- 
larly to Mr* Paul's William, and asked me if I had 
said any thing to him about it* 

The Own eu of Witness No, 5, testified as iollows : 
My servant bears a good character. His general 
conduct is good* He was raised up in my family, and 
I woula place my life in his hands. 

William, a negro man belonging to Mr, Paul, 
testified as follows : — Mr, Harth ? s negro man Mingo 
told me about the insurrection and referred me to 
Peter Poyas for further information, who he said had 
a list with 9,000 names upon it> and that he was 
still taking down names. On the week I was to see 
Peter I was apprehended, Mingo said that 600 men 
on the Bay were already down on the list In Peter's 
possession- I never had any conversation with Pe- 
ter. Pctcr ? Ned Bennett and Charles Shubrick are 
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class leaders in the African Church* The African 
Association have also a Church in Alison-street and 
one in Cow-alley, whore they have service. Mingo 
said that Peter would tell me when the rising would 
take place. He said that letters were passing between 
Peter Poyas and Ned Bennett and Charles Shubrick, 
and that all the orders he got, he got from Peter, 
My fellow servant Edwin brought the first news of 
ihe rising into our yard. He has a wife at Mr. Par- 
ker's near the* lines. One Monday morning when he 
came from his wife's he told me there would be some- 
thing shortly 'twixt the blacks and the whites — that 
he knew the parties and that die thing was going on, 
and all the African Church wwrt engaged in U y and m 
particular mentioned Peter Poyas and Ned Bennett. 
Edwin tohl me generally about the matter — that Pe- 
ter knew all, and that all who wants to know goes 
to him. 

Roll a in his confession said, that Denmark Vesey 
told him Peter was one — [The Court unaniinously 
found Peter Guilty, and passed upon him the sen- 
tence of Dgath,] 

Subsequently to Peter's trial, a good deal of testi- 
mony was given against him in the course of the suc- 
ceeding trials. Amongst others, witness No, 10 tes- 
tified that — Peter Poyas was the first man who spoke 
tome and asked me to join — 1 asked him what, the 
Church — he said no, have you not heard that the 
blacks were joining to Xxy to take the country— -1 asked 
him if bethought he had men enough to do it — he 
said yes, a plenty of men and the Society will con- 
tribute money with which a white man would pur- 
chase guns and powder for them — lie said he would 
eall back, and I must consider if I would join them — 
He called back and askedmeif I was willing now-why 
Peter said 1 you have not got force enough — he said 
if I did not join he would turn all my country people 
against me — said 1, if so, PU join yon, but you must 
not put my name down, when you come out if I find 
you strong enough I'll join you — well said he if you 
don't join you'll be killed — Peter and Harry Haig 
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called on me afterwards — T was not at home. Peter 
Poyas tola me also that they had force enough, that 
some would conie from James' Island and Johns' 
Island, and sonic from Christ Church Parish, where, 
he generally went over to a meeting to have a talk, 
and that lie had some about and about in town* the 
number of which lie would shew me from the Society 
Books if I would only come to the Society — he said 
they were to tight die whites and keep on fighting 
'till the English came to help them — Harry llaig told 
me the same thing. [See also Frank Ferguson's tes- 
timony against Denmark Vesey, who told him that 
" himself } Ned, Peter and Monday Gell were the 
principal men, and himself the head man, Scc, 7? ] 

AMHERST, a Negro Man belonging to Mrs. 
Lining, was next tried. The strongest part of the 
testimony against him was, his requesting his class 
leader on Sunday* the J 6th June to pray ior him, as 
it might be the last day he bad to live, Amherst ad- 
mitted that he had said so, and that he alluded to the 
intended insurrection, which he had that day heard 
of; but denied that he was in any manner engaged in 
it, and only asked for the prayers of his class leader, 
as in the confusion, he would be in danger of losing 
his life whether he was engaged in it or not. 

The Court unanimously found him Not Guilty 
and discharged him. 

The Trial of NED, a Negro Man the Slave of 
His Excellency, Governor Bennett— Jacob Axson, 
Esq. attending as Counsel for his owner, 

evidence. 

Witness No* 5, testified as follows : — About the 
7th June I saw Peter and Ned Bennett standing and 
talking together at the corner of Lambol and Lcgare- 
strect — they crossed over and met me by Mrs* Mylcs, 
and Ned Bennett said tome, did yon hear what those 
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boys were taken up for the other day — 1 replied No, 
but some say 'twas for stealing — Ned asked me if 1 
was sure 1 had never said any thing to the whites 
about what Peter Poyas had spoken to me about — 
I replied No — says Peter you never did — No I an- 
swered — says Ned to me how do you stand— at which 
I struck the tree box with my knuckles and suid, as 
firm as this box, Til never say one word against you 
— Ned then smiled and nodded his head and said, 
that will do, when we all separated. Peter told mc 
that Ned Bennett with the people from the country 
would attack and take the Arsenal cm the Neck. lie 
asked me if 1 had told my boys — 1 said no — then said 
be you should do it; for Ned IVnnett has hi* people 
pretty well ranged. When Ned Bennett asked about 
those taken up, he alluded particularly to Mr. Pauls' 
William, and asked me if I had said any thing to hi in 
about it 

William, Mr. Paul's Slave testified as follows:— 
Mingo Hartb told me that Ned Bennett knew ail 
about it, and told it all to Mr* Bennett's people, and 
that letters were passing between Peter Poyas, Ned 
Bennett, and Charles Shubrick, and that Ned Ben- 
nett and Charles Shubriek, arc officers. My fellow 
Servant Edwin told me he knew the parties and that 
the thing was going on well — that all the African 
Congregation were engaged in it and Peter Poyas 
and Ned Bennett 

Witness No* 1, testified, that Rolla said, Ned and 
Mathias were concerned* 

Frank a Negro Man, the slave of Mrs. Ferguson, 

fave the following evidence : — Vescy told me that 
led Bennet and Peter Poyas were concerned with 
him, and that they were to go about and tell lite 
biacks that they were free and must rise and fight for 
themselves. He said that himself, Ned Bennet, Pe- 
ter Poyas and Monday Gell, were the principal men, 
and himself the head man -that they were the prin- 
cipal men to go about and inform the people, and fit 
them I have seen Ned JJennett at Vcsey ? s— I met 
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Ned Bennett, Monday Gel) afid others at Vesey's, 
where they were talking about this business. 

The Coort unanimously found Ned Guilt?, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death- 
Jesse in Ms confession to the Kev. Dr. Hall said, 
"at another meeting at Denmark Vesey's, Ned Ben- 
nett and Peter Poyas and several others were " pre- 
sent, and in conversation" about this business, &c. 

The Trial of JESSE, a N*gro Man, the Slave 
of Mr, Thomas Blackwood.— His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE* 

Sally, a Negro Woman, the Slave of Mr. Alex- 
ander Howard, gave the following evidence: — I 
know Jesse and heard him speak several times about 
it— One day in particular he was anxious to see his 
brother who lias my mother for his wife, and waited 
until he came, when they conversed together — Jesse 
said he had got a horse to go into the country to 
brin* down men to fight the white people ; that he was 
allowed to pass by two parties of the patrol e on the 
road, but that a third party had brought him back 
and that if there were but five men like him they 
would destroy the city—this was on last Sunday 
week, (the 1 6th June)— he said that before 3 o'clock 
on that night all the white people would be killed — 
that if any person informed or would not join in the 
fi*ht, such person would be killed or poisoned— he 
frequently came into the yard to sec his brother, and 
I threatened to inform if he carae there, and spoke in 
that way to get us all into trouble— We never had 
any quarrel. 

Lot, a Negro Man, the Slave of Mr, Forrester, 
testified as follows:—! know Jesse— he met me last 
Sunday week (16th June) at the corner of Boundary- 
street, as I was coming into town — he said he was 
going to get a horse (o go into the country — From 
what ray master had told me the Thursday before I 
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distrusted his errand and pave him something of a 
caution when as I was going down into town towards 
Mr, Hibbcn's Ferry Slip, and conversing with hi in, 
lie said you shall see to night when I come down what 
lam going up for, and if my own father does not as- 
sist I will cut off his head — Fie said he was going as 
far as Goose Creek Bridge^ and would get him a 
horse If it cost him nine dollars— the church bells 
were then ringing, and at half past 10 o'clock the same 
day 1 saw him at Mr, Howard's, and afterwards un- 
derstood from Sally thai he had set off for the coun- 
try and had been brought down by the Patrole* 

Syke, a Negro Man, the Slave of Mr. Waring, 
gave the following testimony : — Jesse asked me on 
Sunday week last, (IGth June) before breakfast, 
where he could get a horse to go a little way into 
the country with — I told him I did not know — he 
then went away and did not return before 9 o'clock 
that night— he had a wife at Mr. Waring's. 

Frank, Mrs, Ferguson's slave, testified as follows : 
On the 15th of June, Vesey gave to Jesse 02 to hire 
a horse to go into live country to my Mistress* planta- 
tion in St. Johtfs, to inform the people to he down on 
the night of the 16th* Myself and Adam put in 25 
cents each for it, Vesey told Jesse, if he could not 
go, he must send some one else. 

The voluntary Confession of Jesse to the Court, 
made after all the evidence had been heard, but be- 
fore his conviction, 

I have had several conversations with Denmark 
Vesey, the first about four weeks ago (about 1st June) 
he asked me If 1 had heard about the rising, &c. and 
did I know that the coloured people were going to 
try to get their liberty — 1 then could stop no longer 
and he asked me to call and sec him — 1 afterw ards 
met him on Wednesday previous to the Sunday (16th 
of June) that the rising was to take place — we walk- 
ed up St. Phillip-street and were joined by Frank 



81 



J erguson opposite Liberty-street, and we all three 
walked up to Vesey ? s house. Says Frank I am just 
from the country — well says Vesey and what success— 
says Frank 1 have £ot two fine men for our purpose 
on ray Mistress' plantation, who must be sent up to 
and informed when the people are wanted in town — 
Vescv asked me if I would be the man to go — I said 
yes, but 1 don't know the way — says Vesey, Frank 
will tell you— Frank then to in me how to go to Mrs. 
Ferguson's plantation, and that 1 must ask for John O 
and Poinpcy and gave mc other directions — Vesey 
then gave tne $2 to hire a horse and Frank and Adam 
threw down on the table 2b cents each, 1 dont know 
what for — this was about 1 o^elock P. M.on Satur- 
day before last (15th June) — I promised to go that 
night. On Sunday I met Lot who betrayed me; 
the same day I told Vesey J had started but that the 
patrol turned me back ; in fact 1 had not started and 
only told him so to deceive him— the same day I 
met Charles Drayton at Vesey 's who said the busi- 
ness was postponed — Vesey asked Charles how he 
knew the business was postponed— Charles said Ned 
Bennett and Monday Cell told him so. But said 
Vesey, how could they know it was postponed as 
they have not seen me — Says Charles they said they 
had seen you and ihat you had told them so. Now, 
said 1 to Vesey, you see there, suppose £ had gone 
into the country and brought those people down to 
night, we should all have been destroyed- As far as 
I know, I believe Denmark Vesey and Monday Gelt 
were the chief men* 

The Court unanimously found Jesse Guiltt, and 
passed upon him the semenee of Death. 

Subsequently to his conviction, he made the fol- 
lowing corsFKssjON in prison to the Rn\ Dr. Hall — 
I was invited to Denmark Vesey f s house, and when 
1 went, J found several men met together, among 
whom was Ned Bennett, Peter Poyas, and others, 
whom 1 did not know- Denmark opened the meet- 
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ing by saying, he had an important secret to commu- 
nicate to us, which we must not disclose to any one, 
and if we did, we should be put to instant death. He 
said, we were deprived of pur rights and privileges 
by the white people, and that our Church was shut 
up, so that we could not use it, and that it was high 
time for us to seek for our rights, arid that we were 
fully able to conquer the whites, if wc were only 
unanimous and courageous, as the St. Domingo peo- 
ple were— lie then proceeded to explain his plan, by 
saying, that they intended to make the attack by set- 
ting the Governor's Mills on fire, and also some hou- 
ses near the water, and as soon ay the bells began to 
ring for fire, that (hey should kill every man as he 
came out of his door, and that the servants in the 
yard should do it, and that it should be done with 
axes and clubs, and afterwards they should murder 
the women and children, for he said, God had so 
commanded it in the scriptures-— At another meeting 
at Denmark's, Ned Bennett and Peter Poyas, and 
several others were present, in conversation, some 
said they thought it was cruel to kill the ministers, 
and the women and children, but Denmark Vesey 
said, lie thought it was for our safety not to spare one 
white skin ulivc t for this was the plan they pursued in 
SL Domingo— He then said to nie, Jesse 3 I want yon 
to go into the country to enlist as many of the coun- 
try negroes as possible, to be in readiness to coun* 
down to assist us- -I told htm 1 had no horse and no 
money to hu e one ; he then took out two dollars, and 
gave them to mc to lure a horse, and told me to en- 
list as many as possible, I got the horse the next Sab- 
bath, and started, but I he guard was so strict, I 
could not pass them without being taken up ; so 1 re- 
turned, and told Denmark, at which he expressed his 
sorrow, and said, the business was urgent, for they 
wanted the country people to be armed, that they 
might attack the Forts, at the same time, and also to 
take every ship and vessel in the harbour, and to put 
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i^vury man to death, except the Captains. For said 
\u\ u will not b« safe to stay in Charleston, for as 
soon, as they had got all the money out of the Banks, 
and the goods oat of the stores on board, they inten- 
ded to sail for Saint Domingo, for he had a promise 
that they would receive and protect them. This 
Jesse asserted to me, was the truth, whilst the tears 
were running down his cheeks, and he appeared truly 
penitent, and 1 have reason to hope, that he obtain- 
ed pardon from God, through the turrits of Christ, 
and was prepared to meet his fate with confidence 
and that he was accepted of God — At 4 o'clock, on 
die morning of the execution, I visited all the prison- 
ers condemned, and found Jesse at prayers— he told 
me, his mind was placid and calm ; he then assured 
me, that what he had told me was the truth, and 
that he was prepared to meet his God, 

The Trial of SAMUEL GUIFFORD, a free 
Negroe, and ROBERT HADDEN, a free Ma- 
lattoe ; both of them boys, 

EVIDENCE, 

John Wgodworth, a white boy, testified as fol- 
lows: — 1 am 14 years old. About a week ago, (subse- 
quent to the 1 6th June) I heard Robert Had den say 
to Samuel Guifford, he was going to join to set fire 
to the Town, take the Magazine, and kill every 
White Man who did not give up the country* I do 
not think he meant inc to hear him. Robert Hcrron, 
Jefferson Campbell, and Henry Wood worth, were 
also present, 

Robert Her row, a white boy deposed as follows:— 
I am 12 years old. I heard Robert Hadden say, tha€ 
on the night they raised they would kill the Governor, 
fire the Magazine, and kill every damn white man 
who would not give up the country to the Blacks — 
He spoke moderately loud, and did not seem to care 

M 
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who heard him. Samuel Guifford afterwards re* 
peated to me what Hadden had said. 

The Court were satisfied that the expressions 
charged had been used by the prisoners, but from 
their youth and other circumstances, they considered 
them as rather the effect of puerile boastings than as 
evidencing a conspiracy on their part* The prison- 
ers were therefore unanimously found Not Guilty, fail 
ordered to be retained in custody charged with a Minor 
offence. They were afterwards whipped in the Work 
House and discharged- 

Mathias, the Slave of Governor Bennett ; Muncjo 
the Slave of Mr. James Poyas ; Richard and John, 
the Slaves of Mr. L Lucas; and Saindv, belonging 
10 Mr. Holmes, were discharged by the Court as not 
Guilty. Jim, belonging to Mr. Ancrum ; and Fiu* 
da if, the property of Mr. Rout, were found Not 
Guilty, and discharged — Against them there was 
little or no testimony* 

The Trial of ABRAHAM, a Negro Man, the 
Slave of Dr. Poyas — His owner attending. 

evidence. 

The following Lettkr, found in the trunk of Peter 
Poyas, was acknowledged by A brain, to have been 
written by himself— 

" Dear Sir — With pleasure I give you an answer* 
I will endeavour to doit. Hoping that God will be 
in the midst to help his own. Be particular and make 
a sure remark, 1 ear not, the Lord God that deliv- 
ered Daniel is able to deliver us. All that I inform 
agreed. I am gone up to Beach-Hilt." 

(Signed) ABRAHAM POYAS." 
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Abraham for several days denied that the follow- 
ing words in that letter, viz : — " fear noi" — 16 All 
that I inform agreed" — were written by him, say- 
ing, that they must have been added by some one — 
This , however, was evidently false, as he himself in a 
day or two afterwards admitted, but not before Pe- 
ter Poyas had stated to the Court that every word in 
the letter was there when he received it* On Peter's 
being asked to explain the meaning of the letter, he 
said, it alluded to the Negroes in Abraham's neigh- 
bourhood, who had all agreed that Abraham should 
be permitted to change his Church and join theirs — 
Abraham, however, gave a different meaning to it, 
and said, it related to his having two wives. Dr. 
Poyas, however, stated to the Courts that Abraham 
had subsequently giveu to him the same explanation 
of the letter that Peter had done. Although this let- 
ter taken in connection with his conduct was ex- 
tremely suspicious, yet there being no other testimo- 
ny against Abrahams he was found Not Guilty, 

The Trial of DENMARK VESEY, a free black 
man — Coi G. W. Cross attending as his Counsel, 

evidence* 

jLf am, the Slave of Mr. Paul, testified as fol- 
lows: — Mingo Harth told me thai Denmark Vesey 
was the chiefesi man, and mwe concerned than any 
one else — Denmark Vesey is an old man in whose 
yard my master's negro woman Sarah cooks — he 
was her father in law, having married her mother 
-Beck, and though they have been parted some time, 
yet he visited her at her house near the Intendant's, 
(Major Hamilton) where I have often heard him 
speak of the rising — He said he would not like to 
have a white man in his presence — thai he had a great 
hatred for the whites^ and that if all were like" him 
they would resist the whites — he studies all he can to 
put it into the heads of the blacks to have a rising 
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against the whites, and tried to induce me to join- 
he tries to induce all his acquaintances— this has been 
his chief study and delight for a considerable time— rny 
last conversation with him was in April— he studies 
the Bible a great deal and tries to prove from it that 
slavery and bondage is against the Bible. 1 am persua- 
ded that Denmark Vesey was chiefly concerned hi 
business. 

Witness No* 1, gave the following testimony: — 
I know Denmark Vesey — I was one day on horse- 
back going to Marker, when I met him on font — he 
asked me if I was satisfied in my present situation — 
if 1 remembered the fable of Hercules and the Wag- 
goner whose waggon was stalled, and he began to 
pray, and Hercules said, you fool put your shoulders 
to the wheel, whip up the horses, and your w-aggon 
will be pulled out — that if we did not put our hand to 
the work and deliver ourselves we shall never come 
oat of slavery — that Congress had made us free — 1 
know that he is intimately acquainted with Kolla — 
Holla told me that there had been a sort of disagree- 
ment and confusion at their place of meeting, and 
that they meant to meet at Vesey 's — Vesy told me that 
a large army from Sr. Domingo and Africa were 
coming to help us, and we must not stand with our 
hands in our pockets — he was bitter towards the 
whites. 

Sec the Confession of Roll* in page 66, 67, 6fl* 
Frank, Mrs* Ferguson's stave gave the following 
evidence---! know Denmark Vesey and have been to 
his house — I have heard him say that the negroe's 
situation was so bad he did not know how they could 
endure it, and was astonished they did not rise and 
fend for themselves, and lie advised me to join and 
rise— -lie said he was going about to sec different peo- 
ple, and mentioned the names of Ned Bennett and 
Peter Poyas as concerned with him — that he had 
spoken to Ned and Peter on this subject; and that 
they were to go about and tell the blacks that they 
were free, and must rise and fight for themselves — 
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that they would take the Magazines and Guard- 
Houses, and the city and be free — that he was going 
to send info the country to inform the people there too— 
he said he wanted mc to join them — I said 1 could not 
answer — he said if 1 would not go into the country 
for him he could get others — he said himself, Ned 
Ben net, Peicr Poyas and Monday GcH were the prin- 
cipal men and himself the head man. He said they 
were the principal men to go about and inform the 
poople and fix them, &c. that one party viould land 
on South-Bay, one aboiU fVuppoo^and about the farms 
— that the party which was to land on South-Bay 
was in take the Guard- House and gel arms and then 
they would be able to goon— that the attack was to 
commence about 12 o'clock at night — that great 
numbers would come from all about \ and it must suc- 
ceed as so many were engaged in ir — that they would 
kill all the whites — that they would leave their mas- 
ter's houses and assemble together near the lines, 
march down and meet the party which would land 
on South-Bay — that he was going to send a man into 
the country on a horse to bring down the country peo- 
ple and that he would pay for the horse- He gave 
02 to Jesee to get the horse on Saturday w eek last* 
(15ih June) about 1 o'clock in the day, and myself 
anil No. 8, also put in 25 cents a piece, and he told 
Jesse, if he could not go he must send some one else. 
J have seen iVed Bennett at Vesey's — 1 one night 
met at Vesey *s a great number of men, and as they 
came in each handed him some money. Vesey said 
there was a little man named Jack, w ho could not be 
killed, and who would furnish them with arms, he 
had a charm and he would lead them — that Charles 
Drayton had promised to be engaged with them — 
Vesey said the negroes were living such an abomina- 
ble life, they ought to rise. 1 said I was living well — 
he said though I was, others were not and that 'twas 
such fools as I, that were in the' way and would 
not help them, and that after all things Were well he 
would mark me. He said he did not go with Creigk- 
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ton to Africa^ because he had not a vdll^ he wanted to 
stay am see what he could do for his fellow- creatures— 
I met Ned, Monday and others at Denmark Vesey's 
where they were "talking about the business. The 
first time I spoke with Monday Gel I 'twas one night 
at Denmark Vesey's house, where I heard Vesey tell 
Monday that he must send some one. into the country 
to bring the people down — Monday said he had sent up 
Jack and told him to tell the people to come down and 
join in thejight against the whites and also tn ascertain 
and inform him how many people he could get. A few 
days after I met Vesey, Monday and Jack, in the 
streets, under Mr. Duncan's trees at night, where 
Jack stated that he had been into the country round by 
Goose-Creek and Dorchester, and that he had spoken 
to 6,600 persons who had agreed to join, Monday 
said to Vesey, that if Jack had so many men they 
had better wait no longer but begin the business at 
once, and others would join. The first time 1 saw 
Monday at Vesey's, he was going away early, when 
Vcscy asked him to slay, to which Monday replied, 
lie expected that night a meeting at his house to fix 
upon and mature the plan, kc* and that he could stay 
no longer — 1 afterwards conversed wiih Monday in 
his shop, where he asked me if I had heard that 
Bennett's and Poyas' people were taken up, that 'twas 
a great pity — he said lie had joined in the business — 
1 told htm to take care he was not taken up- When- 
ever I talked with Vesey, he always spoke of Mon- 
day Gel! as being his principal and active man in the 
business. 

Adam a Negro Man belonging to Mr. Ferguson 
testified as follows ; — Denmark Vesey one day asked 
me to walk to his house, and there asked me fur 25 
rents to hire a horse to smid up into the country — I 
put down the money on the table and asked whal he 
was going to send into the country for— he said 'twould 
be for my benefit — as lie would tell me no more f took 
up the money and put it back into my pocket again 
— t afterwards met the man who was to go into the 
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country, who told me he had set off, but had been 
brought back by the patrole ; that fit tvas going xtp 
to bring down the black people to take this country 
from the whiles — 1 have been at Vesey J s house and 
there it was J met the man who was to go into the 
country, he was a yellowish man — the witness point- 
ing at Jesse said, that is the man who was to go into 
the country. g 

See the Confession oy Jesss to the Court in p. 30 

Benjamin Ford, a white lad, about 15 or 16 years 
of age, deposed as follows: — Denmark Vesey fre- 
quently came into our shop which is near his house, 
and al ways coo plained of the hardships of the blacks 
—he said the laws were very rigid and strict and that 
the blacks had nut their rights — that every one had 
his time, and that his would come round too — his 
general conversation was about religion which lie wouM 
apply lo slavery, as for instance, he would speak of 
the creation of the world, in which he would say all 
men had equal rights, blacks as well as whites, Son 
all his religious remarks were mingled with slavery. 

The Co drt unanimously found Denmark Vesey 
Guilt tf, and passed upon him the sentence of Death, 
After his conviction, a good deal of testimony was 
given against him during the succeeding trials. — 
Amongst others 

Wij^ss No. 9, a negro man testified as follows: — 
Denmark Vesey has frequently spoken lo me about 
the intended insurrection, and endeavoured to per- 
suade me to join them — He enquired of me if my 
master had not arms in his house> and tried to persuade 
me to get litem for him. The blacks stand in great 
fear of him, and I so much so, that [ always endea- 
voured to avoid him. 

Edwin, a negro man belonging to Mr* Paul, gave 
the following evidence: — Charles Drayton told" mc 
that Denmark Vesey and Monday Cell knew about 
the insurrection of the blacks, and that my fellow 
servant William^ in consequence of what he had said* 
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would run great risque of his life if he went out — I 
have heard everybody, even the women bay, when 
several were apprehended ai first, that they wonder- 
ed Denmark Vesey and Monday Cell were nut taken 
up. 

Sec Confession of Jesse to the Rev* Di\ Hall, 
in page 81. 

The TRfAL of MONDAY, a Negro Man, the Slave 
of Mr. John Gelh CoL Wra. House as iiis friend, 
and Jacob Axon, Esq. Counsel for his owner attend* 

EVIDENCE- 

Frank, belonging to Mrs. Ferguson, testified as 
follows: — The first time I spoke with Monday Ceil, 
was one night at Vesey's house, where I heard Vesey 
tell Monday he must send someone into the coun- 
try io bring the people down— Monday said he had 
sent up Jack, aud told him to bring the people 
down, and tail them to come down and join in the 
fight against the whites, find to ascertain and in- 
form him how many people lie could get* A few 
days after I met Vesey, Monday and Jack in the 
street, under Mr Duncan *s trees at night, where 
Jack stated that he had been in the country, round 
by Goose- Creek and Dorchester, and that he had 
spoken to 6,600 persons who had agreed tojoin — At 
Vesey's the lirst time 1 saw Monday, he was going 
away, Vesey asked him to stay, when Monday said 
he expected that night a meeting at his house to fix 
upon and mature the plan, &x% and he could not stay. 
I afterwards conversed with Monday in his shop, 
where he asked nie if I had heard that Bennett's and 
Poyas* people were taken up, that 'twas a great pity-- 
he said that he had joined in the business— 1 told 
him to take care he was not taken up. Whenever I 
talked with Vesey he always spoke of Monday Gel! 
us being his principal and active man in this busi- 
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ness, I heard Cm Hah Jack say, he would pay no 
more wages, lie was too busy in seeing about this in- 
insurrection ; besides what would the white people 
want with wages 4 hey would soon be no more— Monday 
Gcfl said to Vesey, that if Jack had so many men 
they had better wait no longer, but begin the busi- 
ness at once and others would join. 

See Edwin's testimony, page 89. 

Witness No. 10, a Negro Man e;ave the evidence 
following : — I saw Charles Drayton before the 16th 
at Mod day Cell's — I was going to Market and 
Charles called to nie — as I was crossing the street 
Joe who has a wife at Mr. Remoussin's, asked me if 
1 did not know that Monday was at the head of the 
Ebu Company who arc going to fight the white peo- 
ple — Monday is an Ebo — I asked Joe if he was one 
of that Company — he said yes he was — I asked him 
what he could do as he was an invalid — he said he 
would take Remoussin's sword and gun and tell him 
to lay down in his bed and be quiet — We parted, — 
Previous to the 16flh of June, Monday Cell called me 
into his shop — I went in and said to him, I heard 
he was Captain of his countrymen's company 
the Ebo J s — lie said he was a sort of a one — I bid 
him good morning, when he said when you want to 
hear the news come here — I never saw Mm after- 
wards^ — Monday and Charles were very often to- 
gether. 

See the latter part of Jesse's Confession, p. 81, 

Witness No- 5, testified as follows: — Peter Poyas 
told me about the 10th of June, that he was to sec 
Monday Gell about expediting the rising. 

The Court unanimously found Monday Guilty, 
and passed upon hi in the sentence of Death ; after 
vdiich he made the following Confession : — 

Confession of Monday GelL — 1 come out as a man 
who knows he is about to die — some lime after 
Christmas Vescy passed my door, he called in and 
said to me, that he was trying to gather the blacks to 
try and see if any thing could be done to overcome 

N 
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the whites ; be asked me to join; I asked him his 
plan and his numbers ; lie said he had Peter Poyas, 
Ned Bennett, and Jack Purcell ; he asked me to join; 
I said no; he left me and I .saw him not for sometime 
— About four or five weeks ago as I went up Went- 
worth-street, Frank Ferguson met me, and said he 
had four plantation's of people who he was to go for 
on Saturday, 15th Jane* How, said I, will you bring 
them down ; he said through the woods ; he asked 
me if I was going towards Vesey f s to ask Vesey to he 
at home that evening, and he would be there to tell 
me his success* I asked Jack Purcell to carry this 
message, lit? said he would ; that same evening at my 
house I met Vesey's mulatto boy, be told me Vesey 
wished to see me, I went with him ; when I went in- 
to Vesey's I met Ned Bennett, Peter Poyas anil Frank 
Ferguson, and Adam, and Gullab Jack ; they were 
consulting about the plan ; Frank told Vesey on Sa- 
turday 15th, he would go and bringdown the people 
and lodge them near town in the woods ; the plan 
was to ami themselves by breaking open the stores 
with arms, I then cold Vesey 1 would join them, 
after sometime I told them I had some business of 
my own ami asked them to excuse me, I went away, 
and only then was I ever there* One evening, Fe- 
rny It Strohecker, and Bacchus Ilammet brought to 
my shop a keg, and asked me to let it stay there till 
they sent for it; I said yes, but did not "know the 
contents ; the next evening Gullah Jack came and 
took away the keg, this was before the 16ih June ; 
since 1 have been in prison I learnt that the keg con- 
tained powder. 

Pharo Thompson is concerned, and he told me a 
day or two after Ned and Peter were taken up, if he 
could get a fifty dollar bill, lie would run away; about 
two Sunday's before I was brought here, he asked 
me, in Archdale-strect, when shall we be like those 
white people in the Church ; I said when it 'pleased 
God ; Sunday before 1 was taken up, he met me as I 
came out of Archdalc Church, and took me into a 
stable in said street, and told me he told his master, 
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who had asked him, that he had nothing to do in this 
affair ; which was a He. William Colcock name to 
my shop once and said a brother lold him that five 
hundred men were making up for the same purpose* 
Frank said he was to send to II ell -Hole Swamp to 
get men, 

Ferault Strohccker is engaged ; he used to go of a 
Sunday on horse back up the road to a man he knows 
on the same errand. One Sunday he asked me to 
go with hint ; 1 went and Smart Anderson; we went 
to a small house a little way from the road after yon 
turn into the ship yard road, on its left hand ; they 
two went into the stable with an old man that lived 
there, I remained in the yard ; they remained in the 
stable about half an hour ; as soon as they came out, 
I and Peirault started to town to go to Church, and 
left Smart there ; I was told by Denbow Martin, 
who has a wife in Mr- Smith's house, that Stephen 
Smith belonged to some of the gangs. 
Saby Gail hard is concerned, he met me on the Bay, 
before the 16th June and gave me a piece of paper 
from his pocket ; this paper was about the battle that 
Boyer had in St Domingo; in a day or two he call- 
ed on me and asked if I had read ir> and said if he 
had as many men he would do the same too, as he 
could whip ten white men himself; he frequently 
came to mc to speak about thi? matter, and at last I 
had to insult him out of the shop; he and Paris Ball 
was often together. A week before I was taken up, 
Paris told me that my name was called. 

Billy Palmer and Vesey were constantly together ; 
there was once in my shop a long talk between them 
about this same matter ; 1 begged them to stop it ; 
Vesey told him to try to get as many as he could ; he 
said he would. 

John Vincent told me that Edward Johnson, a 
tree man, had said, as he was a free man he would 
have nothing to do with slaves, but the night they 
began he would join them. 
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I told Charles Drayton what uproar there was 
about this business, and since we have been here we 
have talked together. 

Albert IngUscame to me and asked 5fl knew any 
thing about it; I said yes. He asked me if ] had 
joined ; 1 said yes ; he said lie was one also : he said 
Adam, a free man wanted to see nie,I went with him 
one night ; Adam asked me how many men had join- 
ed ; I told him what Frank Ferguson had said ; he 
asked rae if I believed it; I said yes ; he said if lie 
could only find men behind him lie would go before. 
Previous to the 16th, Albert said lome quit the bu- 
siness ; I told him 1 was too far into it, so I must stick 
to It 

I never wrote to St. Domingo or any where else on 
this subject, nor kept a list or books, nor saw any 
such things, but heard that Paul's William had a list y 
nor did 1 hear any thing about anus being in posses- 
sion of the blacks, 1 dou ? t know that Tom Russell 
made pikes, nor that Gullah Jack had any of them, 

Lewis Rcmoussin called at my shop and asked me 
to call at his houses he had something to irll me, hut 
I did not go; Jack Glen told me lie was engaged. 

I met Scipio Sims one Sunday, coming from the 
country, who said he had been near the Savannah's 
to Mr. Middleton's place ; 1 heard afterwards that 
his errand was on this business, / 

I know John the cooper, who said he was engaged 
too in this business, 

William Garner said he was engaged in it and had 
got twelve or thirteen draymen to join- 
Sandy Vesey told me he belonged to it too. 

At Vesey's house, Frank told Gullah Jack, to put 
one ball and three buck shot in each cartridge. 

Mingo Hartb acknowledged to me that, he had 
joined, and Peter Poyas told me so too ; he, Mingo, 
told me so several times ; Mingo said he was to have 
his master's horse on the night of the 16th. 

Lot Forrester told me frequently that he was one 
of the company s and 1 kuow that he had joined in 
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the business myself. Isaac Harth told me once that 
he had joined, he knew 1 was in the business. 

Morris Brown know nothing of it } and we agreed 
not to let him, Harry Drayton, or Charles Corr,know 

any thing about it. — - — told me in my store 

that he was to get some powder from his master and 
give it to Peter Poyas; he seemed to huvebeena 
long time engaged in it, and to know a great deal — 
Joe Jorc acknowledged to me once or twice that he 
had joined, he said he knew some of the Frenchmen 
concerned ; he knew 1 was in it. 

Subsequently to this confession, Monday was exa- 
mined as a witness in a number of cases, during 
which, he stated many thhrgs he had not mentioned 
in his confession. The Court conceiving it al! im- 
portant to obtain from Monday , all the information 
he possessed, (believing him to posscssmore informa- 
tion on this subject than any man then alive) offered 
to recommend him to the tiovcrnor for a conditional 
pardon, or commutation of his punishment to banish- 
ment, if he would reveal all he knew in relation to 
this plot He promised to do so, and made this Se- 
cond Confession : 

The first time 1 heard of the intchded insurrection, 
was about last Christmas, from Denmark Vesey, who 
called at my shop, and informed me of it. Vesey 
said he was satisfied with his own condition, being 
free, but as all his children were slaves, he wished 
to see what could be done for them- He asked me to 
join, but I then positively refused to do so — 1 in- 
quired of him, how many he had enlisted, and he 
mentioned the names of Peter Poyas, Ned Ben- 
nett, Rolla Bennett, and Jack PurceJL I inquired if 
ihose were all and he replied " yes'* He then de- 
parted, and had no further correspondence with me 
until about three months ago — ] was then walking in 
Went worth-street on my way to a man named P^et 
Smith, up King-street, and was accosted by Frank 
Ferguson, who told me, he had just returned from 
the country, and had collected four plantations of Ne- 
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groes* He requested mc to inform Vcscy, that 
lie would call oq him that evening, and give 
him an account of his operations in the country* —I 
went to Jack Purceil and requested him to carry the 
message for me, being busy — On my return home, 
in the evening, I met Vesey \s Son-in-law, at my 
door, who said, that Vesey wished to see me — I ac- 
companied him to Vesey r s, and there found Peter 
Povas, Ned Bennett* Gullah Jack, Frank and his 
fellow servant, Adam Ferguson. Frank then in- 
formed Vesey, he had collected four plantations of ne- 
groes, and said he would start on Saturday the 1 5th 
of June, to bring them to town, on the IGtli. He 
said, he would conduct them into the woods, and 
place them, about three miles from town, until Sun- 
day night. Vesey then again urged me to join, and 
I consented. This was about three months prior to 
the 16th of June. Vesey, from that time continued 
to visit the shop, in which 1 worked* Peter, Ned, 
Vcscy r Frank, Rolla, Adam, Gullah Jack, Jack Pur- 
eed and myself were the party at Vesey's, and there 
agreed to enlist as many men as we could. Vesey 
even ceased iDOrkin^ himself' at his trade, and employed 
himself exclusively m enlisting men t and continued to 
do so until he was apprehended* Shortly afterwards 
Vesey said he would endeavour to open a correspon- 
dence with Port-au-Prince, in St, Domingo, to as- 
certain w hether the inhabitants there would assist us. 
He said he would send letters there and 1 ad- 
vised him to do so, if lie could. Some time after 
th& he brought a letter to me, which was directed to 
President Boyer, and was enclosed in a cover, which 
was directed to the uncle of the cook of the vessel 
by which it was sent The name of this cook 
was William — His uncle was to open the envelope, 
and present the letter to Boyer— this vessel, a schoon- 
er, bad been repaired at the ship-yard, at Gadsden's. 
Wharf, and was afterwards brought to Vanderhorst's 
wharf, where she was then lying— I walked with Ve- 
sey to the wharf— Pierault was in company with us> 
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at the time — Vesey asked William the cook, if lie 
would carry the letter for him, and he consented to 
do so—We then returned, each of us to his respective 
home — nothing extraordinary took place after this, 
and I met no other band or association after this 
time, but Vesey 5 s particular company — Bacchus 
Hammeit brought a keg of Powder to my &fwp 9 mid 
said he would procure Jive hundred (600) muskets 
from his ma$ter y s $tor*e on the night of the l&th June — 
Bacchus also told me, that lie could procure more 
Powder, but did not say where — the plan was to 
break open all the Stores where Arms were deposi- 
ted, and seize them, after they had procured the five 
hundred muskets above mentioned — Vesey said he 
would appoint his leaders, and places of meeting, 
about one week before the 16th of June, but the 
meeting for this purpose was prevented by the cap- 
ture of some of the principals before that period— 
Vesey determined to kill both women and children, 
but I opposed him and offended him in doing so — Pe- 
ter and the rest agreed to the opinion of Vesey in the 
murder of all— some time before any discoveries or 
apprehensions were made, myself and Pierauk wish* 
ed to drop the business, but thought we had gone too 
far to retreat — 1 knew personally of no arms, except 
six pikes, shewn to me by Gullah Jack, which were 
made by Tom Russell — I knew of no lists except die 
one which I kept, containing about forty names* 
and which, I destroyed after the first interruption and 
alarm — It was said that William Paul had a list, but 
1 never saw it — William Garner told me that he was 
to command the Draymen, and that he had procured 
twelve or thirteen horses — Jack Pureell told me that 
Scipio Sims had been at the Savannah's, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bacons Bridge, to obtain men — Dcnbo 
Martin belonged to the party, and informed me that 
Stephen Smith acknowledged that he was one. 

Charles Drayton and Pcrault have both seen Den* 
bo at my shop- — Vesey originally proposed the second 
Sunday, or the 14* A of July, as the day for rising, but 
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ulter wards changed it to the IGth of June, After the 
plot was discovered, Vesey said, it was all over unless 
an attempt was made to rescue those ivko might be 
tondemnedi by rushing on the people, and saving the 
prisoners, or all dying together* Vesey said,, that as 
Peter and Ned were accustomed to go into the coun- 
try they must go there and recruit men, Vesey was 
in the habit of going to Bulkley's farm — William 
Palmer and Vesey were very intimate — Jack Purcell 
knew of this conspiracy before myself — 1 do not re- 
collect any person who refused when I applied to him. 
Some took time to consider, bm they all finally agreed. 
Vesey was considered by the whole party, as a man 
of great capacity, and was also thought to possess a 
bloody disposition— He had, 1 am told, in the course 
of his life, seven wives, and had travelled through 
almost every part of the world, with his former mas- 
ter Captain Vesey, and spoke French with fluency — 
Morris Brown, 1 i arry Drayton, and Charles Corr p 
and other influential leaders of the African Church, 
were never consulted on this subject, lor fear they 
would betray us to the whites — Vesey had many 
years ago a pamphlet on the slave trade — Vesey said 
that his eldest step son was engaged in this affair. 

The Court had, previously to this confession, twice 
applied for and obtained from die Governor a respite 
for Monday, Charley Drayton and Harry Haig, with 
a view to obtain from them the testimony and infor- 
mation they appeared willing to give. On the 24th 
day of July, after Monday had made his last confes- 
sion, tlicy addressed the following letter to the Go- 
vernor, 

Charleston) 24th July, 1 822. 

SIR, 

11 We recommend that Monday Gel I, Charles 
Drayton, and Harry Haig should be pardoned upon 
condition that they be sent out of the limits of the 
United States. We feel it our duty to state to your 
Excellency the reasons which have influenced us in 
this measure. These men are unquestionably guilty 
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of the offences with which they have been charged ; 
but under the impression that they wmiM ultimately 
have their lives spared, they have made to us dis- 
closures not only important in the d election of the* 
general plan of die conspiracy, but enabling the 
Court to convict a number of the principal of- 
fenders* Having used these individuals as wit- 
nesses and obtained from them the knowledge 
they could communicate, we deemed it uncessarily 
harsh and amounting almost to treachery, afterwards 
to sacrifice their lives. In addition to this induce- 
ment, we regard it to be politic that the Negroes 
should know that even their principal advisers and 
ring-leaders cannot be confided in, and that under 
the temptation of exemption from capital punishment 
they will betray the common cause-" 

On the next day they received an answer, in which 
the Governor declines pardoning conditionally, Mon- 
day, Charles and Harry, and says, "the cases of 
Monday Gell, Charles Drayton and Harry Haig, 
would produce me considerable embarrassment, were 
you not clothed with authority to carry your recom- 
mendation into full effect," 

The Court then resolved to reconsider the sentence 
they had passed on Monday, Charles and Harry, 
unanimously altered their sentence, and passed upon 
them die following — u That they be imprisoned in 
the Work-House of Charleston, until their masters, 
under the direction of the City Council of Charleston, 
shall send them out of the limits of the United States, 
into which they are not to return under penalty of 
death," 

The Trial of CHARLES, a Negro Man, be- 
longing to the Honorable John Drayton — His owner 
attending* 

EVIDENCE. 

Enwm } Mr. Paul's Slave— For his ^testimony see 
page 89, 

o 
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Patrick, a Negro Man belonging to Miss Datty, 
testified as follows know Charles Drayton, who 
asked me in the streets about five months ago if 
I would join with him — I asked him what — He said 
we want to make up a company — I asked for what 
— he said lor sonic respectable brown man coming 
here from abroad — I said I did not want death to 
take mc yet. 

Witness No. 10, gave the following testimony: — 
I met Charles Drayton before {he IGtli June at Mon- 
day GelPs shop ; I was going to Market and Charles 
called tome, I afterwards met him on 1st July in 
the streets, when he said now get ready, we must 
break out at once, for we will nor let six lives be ta- 
ken — 1 asked him where they would begin — He said 
at Boundary-street directly as the Patrolc and Light- 
Horse turned in — 1 said had you not better wait 'till 
after the 4th July — lie said no, because in the mean 
time the people will be hanged — Charles said they 
had force enough and we parted — I met him in Mar- 
ket, 'twixt 8 and 9 o'clock on 2d July and said to 
iiim, now the people are hanged I suppose you arc 
sorry you joined in the business — He said yes and we 
parted, Monday and Charles were very great to- 
gether. On Monday, 1st July, Charles Drayton told 
me that there would bean Insurrection on the morn- 
ing of the 6th July an soon as the Guard turned 
in — he said he commanded the country born com- 
pany* Charles Drayton said he had prepared for 
himself a gum and a word* 

George* a Negro Man belonging to Mr. Vander- 
horst* testified as follows Gullah Jack is an enemy 
of the white people — Charles Drayton told me that 
he would die with Cullah Jack, this was about the 
time of the execution — I was in the company of Wit- 
ness No. 10, who asked me to join, and carried me to 
Jack's house, where they rnet 5 and which is next to 
Monday Cell's — he said he was ready to join, and 
asked me to join- — There I met Gullah Jack, Witness 
No, 10, John Horry, Harry Haig, Julius Forrest, mi 
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Charles Drayton, anil others whose names I don't 
recollect or know — this was after the 16th June- 
there 'twas said they would come against the white 
people, 

Jesse's Confession* see latter part of it, p. 81. 

Tiie Court unanimously found Charles Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

Subsequently to his conviction he made the fol- 
fowing ConfessiOxN : — 1 have seen Pierauh Strohek- 
er talking with Monday Gell in his shop— Jack Pur- 
cell said to me just before 1 was taken up, that he 
had gone into the country to gather the people's mind 
on this subject, but the overseer was so watchful that 
lie had no chance of speaking to the people. 

I heard William Palmer say in Monday GelFsshop* 
that he was one. I met Pharo Thompson at Mon- 
day GelTs — he said what he would do when they 
commenced — that he had no sword, but that he had 
a pan of a saw which he would have ground into a 
sword — that he was one — he bragged of what he 
would do with his gword. Mingo Harth came once 
to Monday GelPs when I was there, and he then 
spoke to the effect that he was one of them, but I 
can't recollect his words — his brother also told me 
that Mingo had joined. Lewis the mattrass maker 
said to me one day that he had something particular 
to say tome, of what was going to happen here, but 
that as he was a country born they did not choose 
him — I took his meaning. 

Lewis Kewoussin told me one day, that when ie 

The Court const liered Jesse*s confession good evidence, because 
it was voluntarily made under the conviction of approaching deaths 
and because the court did not think the principle of the common taw 
relative to the testimony of a convicted prisoner to be applicable to 
an individual in the situation of this witness* Moreover, the con- 
fession of Jesse and Holla to the Court were made before #onvier 
lion. 
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broke out he would be one, and in the mean time he 
would be leagued in it — this was before the 16th of 
June* 

Sandy Vesey said he knew as much about this bu- 
siness as any one, and was engaged in it — this was 
after Jesse was taken up. 

Miss Datty's cook, a Frenchman, said to ine, as 1 
was a country born, 1 should not know any thing of 
what was going on till the horn blew and it broke 
out. 

I heard Tom Russel say in Monday GelFs shop 
that he was to make the pikes — Monday ai the same 
time was working, and may or may not have heard 
him. 

The same reasons which induced the Court to al- 
ter Monday's sentence to transportation, induced 
them to alter Charles' to the same. 

- The trial of JOHN, a Negro Man, the property 
of Klias Horry. — His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE, 

Witness No- 10, testified as follows: — John, Mr. 
Kfias Horry *s coachman, came to me one day and 
asked me what 1 thought ; every one is ready said 
John to fight the whites are you ready? He said " I am 
ready" — this look place sometime before the 1 6th of 
June, and every day he asked me the same questions. 
He came to me very often, and once said he had a 
sword, and dial as soon as it broke out he would go 
tip stairs and kill hi* master and family — On the 
17th of June, on his carriage box he expressed him- 
self to me in the same manner that he had done pre- 
vious to the 1 t>th. 

George, Mr, Vanderhorst's negro man slave gave 
the following evidence: — John Horry and myself 
have conversed on i his subject — he said he would be 
ready with these men whenever they were ready, 
and spoke much against the whites, saying that he 
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Would slaughter them and what and what he would 
do. I have met John Horry with others at the meet- 
ings at Guliah Jack's, 

The Court unanimously found John Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

— =3iak»l*ic=~-~ 

The Trial of GULLAH J ACK a Negro Man, 
belonging to Mr* P rite hard — His owner attending* 

evidence. 

Witness No. 10, testified as follows: — Jack Pritch- 
ard also called on ine about this business — he is some- 
times railed Gullali Jack, sometimes Cooter Jack; 
he gave me some dry food, consisting of parched 
corn and ground nuts, and said eat thai and nothing 
else Oil the morning it. breaks out, and when you 
join us as we pass put into your mouth this crab-daw 
and you can't then be wounded, and said he, 1 give 
the same to the rest of my troops — if you drop the 
large crab-claw out of your month, then put in the 
small one — said I, when do you break out and have 
you got arms — he said a plenty, but they are over 
Boundary- street, we can't get at them now, but as 
soon as the patrol was slack they could get them — 
this was previous to the 16th June, on which day he 
said they were to break out — On that day he came 
to me and .said they would not break out that night 
as the patrol was too strong — he said lie would let 
me know when they were ready — that Sunday fort- 
night, the 30th June, he came to mc and said I must 
lay by still, they w ould not break out then, that he 
had been round* to all his company and found them 
cowards. I said thank God then — he said give me 
back my corn and cullah (that is crab-claw ) i said 
1 would not and upbraided him for having deluded 
so many. He said all his country born promised to 
joia because he was a doctor (that is a conjurer) — He 
said the white people were looking for him and he 
was afraid of being taken ; that two men came to his 
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masters wharf and asked him if he knew Gulfali 
Jack, and that he told tliem no — he said his charms 
would not protect him from (he treachery of his own 
colour, — He went away and I have not seen him 
since. On the 1 6th June, Jick requested me to let 
twelve men sleep at my wife's, as they were to break 
out that nightand he wanted them to be near Bounda- 
ry-street, near to which in King-street my wife lives — 
on being refused he departed in anger and reproached 
me. Geo. Vanderhorst called on me yesterday morn- 
ing and asked if I knew that Charles Drayton was 
taken up, ami said he was afraid Charles would name 
him , not because he was on his list, for he had joined 
Jack's Company, but because Charlcshad met him 
at Gullah Jack's when they were consulting on the 
subject — that if he could hear that Charles had named 
him he would run off— on Monday, 1st July, Charles 
Drayton toid me that there would be an Insurrection 
on the morning of the 6th July, as soon as the Guards 
turned in— he said he commanded the country born 
company — Jack told me on the 1st July the same 
thing, and in addition that they were to rush with 
their dirks, guns and swords, &c. they had got, kill 
tlie City Guard, and take all the arms in the Arsenal 
-—he also said there were some arms in King-street 
beyond Boundary-street, in the possession of a white 
man which they intended to take — (alluding to the 
arms of the Charleston Neck Company, deposited at 
Mr* Wharton's in King-street) 

The blacks mould have risen on the night if the 
IQthJune^ had the Guards not been so strong— this I 
kuow from Gullah Jack and Harry Haig, who said, 
that if the Guards were nor too Strong they would get 
the arms near the Lines, bat if the Guards were out ? 
the}' could not get them to break out with — (** Jack 
Is a little man, a Gullah Negro, with small hands 
and feet and large whiskers, and belongs to Mr. Prit- 
chard,* 5 was the discription given of him by this wit- 
ness, and by which Jack was apprehendecL) 
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GuixahJack when apprehended denied totheCoure 
that he ever wore whiskers, although the map of a 
large pair of them was plainly discernible on his face, 
and continued to deny it stonily until confronted with 
his owner — he also positively denied that he ever 
pretended to be a Doctor or Conjurer* 

Mr. Paul Peutchard deposed as follows: — My 
Slave Jack always wore a very large pair of whis- 
kers which he prized very much, and which nothing 
could induce him to cut off, and which I often threat- 
ened to shave off as a punishment when he misbe- 
haved—These whiskers I found he had cut off to my 
my great surprise about three days ago, and wonder- 
ed at the cause of it, little dreaming that it was to 
prevent his being apprehended by a description of 
him — I did hear some years ago that Jack was a Doc- 
tor or Conjurer— he is called Gullah Jack and Coot- 
ter Jack, 

George, Mr. Vauderliorst's skve, gave the testimoy 
following Gullah Jack is an enemy of the white 
people. I attended a meeting of several at his house, 
and he was the head man there— all present agreed 
tojoin & come against the whites— Jack was my lead- 
er—he is the head of the Gullah Company—! heard 
that amongt them they had charms-- Jack said if any 
man betrayed them, they would injure him, and I 
was afraid to inform — the little man standing before 
me is Gullah Jack, who had large black whiskers, 
which he has cut since 1 saw him last— If I am ac- 
cepted as a witness and my life spared, I must beg 
the Court to send me aw ay from this place, as I con- 
sider my life in great danger from having given testi- 
mony* I have Heard it said all about the streets, ge- 
nerally, 1 can't name any one in particular, that who- 
ever is the white man's friend, God help them ; from 
which I understood they would be killed- 1 was afraid 
of Gullah Jack as a conjurer.* 

* When this witness \vus about to the examined in the presence 
Gullah Jac^ it was not without considerable difficulty that the 
■Court satisfied him thyt he need no longer fear Jacks conjurations, 
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WfLUAu, Mr* Paul's Slave, gave the following 
evidence: — Mingo Harth told me that he knows i!ic 
little man who can't be shot, who tokl him thai there 
was a Gullah Society going on which met once a 
month. 

Witness, No. 5, testified that E< the little man 
who can't be killed, shot or taken, is " named Jack, 
aGiuUah Negro* 

Frank, Mrs. Ferguson's Slave testified as follows : 
The first time I spoke with Monday Gell 'twas one 
night at Denmark Vesey's house, where 1 heard W 
sey tell Monday that he must send one into the coun- 
try to bring the people down — Monday said lie had 
sent up Jack and told him to tell the people to come 
down and join in the fight against the whites, and also 
to ascertain and inform him how many people he 
could get— A few days after I met Vcsey, Monday 
and Jack in the street', under Mr. Duncan's trees, at 
night, where Jack slated he had been into the coun- 
try round by Goose Creek and Dorchester, and that 
he had spoken to 6,600 persons who had agreed to 
join. 

The Court unanimously found Gullah Jack Guil- 
ty, and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

Subsequently to his conviction, Harry Hajg, who 
received sentence of death at the same time that he 
did, made the following Confession : 

"Julius Forrest and myself always worked toge- 
ther— Gullah Jack calls himself a Doctor Negro— lie 
induced Julius and myself to join at last, but at first 
wc refused— before the 16th of June, Jack appointed 
to meet us atBulkley's farm— when wc got. there Jack 
was not there, but Peter Poyas came— we broke up 
at day light. Not quite a month before the 16th of 
June, Jack met us and talked about war — [ask- 
ed Jack how he would do for arms— bye and bye, 

{as he called them.) It was in the course of this witness' evidence 
that Jack laid aside the character of the fool he was counterfeiting; 
and shewed Im real character. 
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*aid Jack, we will have anus — he said he would have 
some arms made at the blacksmith's — Jack was go- 
ing to give me * * * * 
******* 

* * * * * * * 

******* 

I refused to do this as I considered it murder, and 
that God would never pardon me fur it; 'twas not 
like fair fightiug. Until Jack was taken up and con- 
demned to death, 1 felt as if 1 was bound up, and 
had not the power to speak one word about it — Jack 
charmed Julius and myself at last, and we then con- 
sented to joh> — Tom Russel the Blacksmith and 
Jack are partners, (in conjuring) Jack learnt him to 
be a Doctor* Tom talked to Jack about the fighting 
and agreed to join, and those two brought Julius and 
myself to agree to it. Jack said Torn uas his second 
and " when you don't sec me, and see Tom, you sec 
me." Jack said Tom was making arms for the black 
people — Jack said he could not be killed, nor could 
a white man take him." 

The Trul of I1A.RRY, a Negro Man belonging to 
Mr David Haig. — James Haig, Esq* attending as 
Counsel for his owner. 

evidence. 

Witness No* 10, testified as follows : — After Peter 
Poyas had twice called on me about this business, 
lie and Harry Haig called on me. 1 was not at 
home, but the next morning 1 met Harry who asked 
me for my name— I refused it- — he said 1 would be 
killed if I did not join — i said I would join when 
they cameoutjif they were stronger than the whites — 
Harry called on me again, and asked me if I was wil- 
ling, that the thing would break out soon-I askedhim 
where he would begin — he said in Boundary-street — 
at what hour— he said at 12 o'clock at ni^ht or early 
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in the morning as soon as the guard were discharged. 
Harry Ilaig has since seen me several times, and told 
me to hold myself read) — I said I'm ready when 
called on. He said all the draymen came 10 his mas- 
ter's Cooper-yard, and said they were ready, but 
he told them he was waiting for Guliah Jack — lie 
said he would tell mc when they were ready, that 
they were only waiting for the head man, who was 
a white man ; bat he, although asked, would neither 
tell me the white man's name, nor where the powder 
and arms were — this was last Tuesday, the very day 
six negroes were hanged, about 6 o'clock, A, M. — 
This was the last time we spoke though 1 have seen 
him since, 

George, Mr. Vandcrhorsfs slave gave the evidence 
which follows : — I have met Harry Id aig at Ciullah 
Jack's, where he and all agreed to join and- come 
against the whites. 1 can't say he was afraid of 
Guliah Jack as a Conjurer — I was— 1 have often seen 
Harry with Julius Forrest 

The Couht unanimously found Harry Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

After his conviction, he confessed his guilt — see 
page 1 06. 

The reasons which induced the Court to alter the 
seniences passed on Monday and Ccarles to trans- 
portation, induced them to alter Harry's to the same. 

The trial of JULIUS a negro man belonging to 
Mr, T- H. Forrest. — His owner attending, 

EVIDENCE* 

Prudence, a Negro Woman, the property of Mr* 
Bussacre, testified as follows : — The first time 1 con- 
versed with Julias Forrest on this business was pre- 
vious to the execution of the six negroes — 'twas of a 
Sunday night about a fortnight ago, that he called 
at my house and said he had just come from the Island 
—that lie had been looking tor Harry ilaig hut could 
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t)ot find him — lie said that he and Harry were to 
have gone up the. road on Sunday the 16th June to 
meet the black people who were coming to fight in 
town, but that the white people having got wind of 
it and turned out too strong, they were obliged to go 
away — he came again last Sunday night to my house 
and said Harry Haig was taken up for the same thing 
he had been talking to me about the Sunday night, 
and asked me if I had said any thing to any person 
about what he had been speaking to me about that 
Sunday night — as they have taken up Harry Haig, 
said he, I suppose my time will come next, but if 
[Tarry don't call my name I shall be safe— this was 
our last conversation. 

Mr. T- H. Forrest, deposed that, Prudence Is 
like a kind of mother to Julius, having raised or 
brought him up, Harry Haig and Julius are very 
intimate and are together at her shop almost every 
night- 

George, Mr* Vanderhorst's Slave testified as fol- 
lows :— I met Julius at Guliah Jack J s meeting, where 
he, together with all, agreed to join and come against 
the white people. The man now standing before me 
is Julius Forrest, whom 1 have often seen with Harry 
llaig. 

Harry Hug's Confession, see in page 106, 

The Court unanimously found Julius Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death,* 

The Trial of TOM, a Negro Man, the Slave of 
Mrs. Russel — James Gray Esq. attending for his 
owner. 



* At the conclusion of this trial oji tlie 13lh of July, Mr- James 
Legare ? from feeble health and great exhaustion during the previous 
sittings of the Conn, asked } ami obtained, leave to withdraw ; where* 
^upon Mr. Henry Deas ? was summoned by the ftlngist rates, who toofe 
his seat and served until the adjournment of the Ceart, 
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EVIDENCE, 

* Peratjlt, a Negro Man belonging to Mr. J- Stro- 
hccker, testified as follows : — Tom lold me at his 
shop that he had joined Gullah Jack's band — I know 
he belongs to this band — I belong to Monday GeJPs 
— these bands were to rise against the whites, and 
Tom told rne himself that he would rise with the 
band against the whites — I saw six pike heads at 
Monday GclPs shop, three of them were like spears, 
and three like bayonets, with holes in them to fix in 
poles — I met Tom at Vcsey's house, where it was 
agreed that the 16th June should be the day for the 
rising, and where was also (JulJali Jack — Monday 
had a list with forty-two names on it, mine was one 
— he burnt his list vvhen Peter Poyas was taken up, 

Cross-Examined by Mr, Gray, the Prisoner's 
Counsel — The first time I met Tom at Vesey's was 
on the lGth June— when I went to Vesey's I met Mm 

* Upon the testimony of this witness, the Court placed great re- 
liance. His open, frank and blunt manner convinced everyone 
who heard him that he was incapable of uttering n falsehood, and 
that he possessed many fine traits of character, — The following ac- 
couni of his life was politely furnished hy his owner. PcrauJt was 
horn at Jamba in Africa,about a weeks travel from Goree. Mamadu 
Ji is father, who is wealthy and owns about GO working hands, trades 
to Uctssou with Tobacco and Salt, in exchange for which he receives 
Gold ; to which place Perault accompanied him six times, Perauh 
whs engaged in three battles against the people of liussou, who do 
not cultivate their lands, but make predatory incursions into the cul- 
tivated territories of their neighbours, Perault also fought twice 
a gai nst the people of Darah, hut in the second kittle he was taken 
prisoner and carried to that place. Mere his brother-in-law saw 
him, find offered to the Captain of a Brig three slaves for him if he 
would waii hi* return from Jamba. The Captain, however, could 
not delay his voyage, and Perault was brought to Charleston in a 
Brig belonging to Air. Dolaire, who kept him for his own service. 
hi 1814, tie was purchased by his present owner, who is satined 
with his conduct since he bought him. His master stated that he is 
very tenacious, whenever hp conceives that he is right, and that he 
believes he would rather suffer death than deviate from the truth — > 
that those who urc not accustomed to his mode of expressing him- 
self would be affronted by hh hlunlness, but that he does not mean 
>o offend. 
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there— I !:ncw him long before — Tom was willing to 
agree k> nil that was adopted there, but did not talk 
himself — I met Charles Drayton at Tom's shop — 
Smart Anderson was present when the spears were 
brought into Monday's shop. 

Re-Examined — 1 saw Gullah Jack carry those 
spears to Monday GclPs. 

Charles gave the following evidence: — Tom 
told mc himself in Monday's shop that he was making 
the pikes for Gullah Jack. 

Cross- Examined — i did not meet Peiranlt at 
Tom's shop, but at Monday's — I never was in com- 
pany with Tom and Pierault together on this busi- 
ness. 

Monday, testified as follows: — Tom and Charles 
Drayton talked together in my shop once* but 1 did 
not "hear what they said— [ had frequent conversa- 
tions with Pierault, but not with Tom. 

BIrs. Mark Marks deposed as follows: — Mrs. 
Russell the prisoner's owner told me that Gullah 
Jack was constantly with Tom at breakfast, dinner 
and supper, and that she cautioned Tom not to have 
so ranch to do with Jack or he would be taken up. 

[Note. Mr. Gray consented to this testimony be- 
ing received instead of sending for Mrs. RusseL] 

James Mall, a White Lad, about 16 or 17 years 
of age, a witness on behalf of the prisoner, deposed 
as follows : — I was working with Tom in his shop 
from February to last of March— 1 then went into 
the country and received a message from him some 
time after to come down and work in his shop with 
him again— I came down about the last of May and 
he refused to employ mc— one day when 1 went to 
his shop 1 saw him making souieihmg like a knife a 
foot long, out of a file which he had not yet finished 
—he makes edged tools, 

Cross-Examined by the Court — when 1 was work- 
ing with Tom 1 did "not eat any meals at the shop 
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but at home— Gull ah Jack was frequently at Tom 1 *? 
shop, and they frequently talked together in Cullah, 
which I do not understand—Tom said, after the peo- 
ple were taken up, that he would not do as soniehad 
done, tell upon one another for money, 

The Court unanimously iound Torn Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

— — 

The Trial of LOUIS REMOUSSIN, a Negro 
Man, the Slave of Mr. Cromwell — His owner atten- 
ding* 

EVIDENCE. 

Petlault testified as follows : — I know Louis — 
Louis and Joe and myself met in the street, and Joe 
said to me Louis was one to join against the whites; 
Louis did not deny it, diis was on the 15th of June 
—Louis saitl he was ready to rise against the while 
people — Joe said the French Band had been ready 
a long time — this is all I know against Louis— the 
conversation was in Creole French, I understand it 
(The Court required Louis and Perault to speak 
together in French, which they did, and Perault 
evidently understood that language.) 

Charles testified as follows : — Louis met me one 
day as he came out of the Work-House. He one day 
said to me that he had not much to do with the bu- 
siness, but that on the night the attack commenced 
against the whites, he would be ready, and he told 
me to get ready — I understood from his conversation 
plain enough that he was one of them. 

Cross- Examined— This was the Saturday before 
the thing was to breakout — I met him at his own 
house — he told me at Monday Cell's, to come to his 
house to talk about this business— I have seen him 
often at Monday's. 

Monday gave the following evidence : — Louis came 
to my shop and told me to go to his house that night* 
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that lie wanted to see me about something particu- 
lar- -1 did not go though. 

The Court unanimously found Louis Remoussin 
Guilty, and passed upon him the sentence of Death, 
but recommended to the Governor to pardon him 
upon condition that he be transported out of the lim- 
its of the United States. 

The Trial of JOE, a Negro Man belonging to- 
Mr. J ore — I lis owner attending. 

EVIDENCE. 

Perault testified as follows :— I met Joe at the 
comer of .Boundary and Wall-streets ; he said to me 
how does this business stand now — this affair — he 
said I don J t want to go home before I see how this 
business, meaning the rising against the whites ter- 
minates — he was then a runaway and belonged to 
the niao who keeps a Shoe Shop in King-street, by 
Mr, Hart's — we parted, the next time we met it was 
at Monday GelFs, when the spears were on the table- 
Joe said to Monday Cell in niy presence, that the 
French people would be ready when they were 
ready, and that lie was one of them— the third time 
I met Joe was when we met Louis — after Louis par- 
ted, Joe said that his master's store in King-street was 
not yet open, and that there were plenty of arms at 
Mr* Duquercron's store, near the Inspection, even to 
bayonets— he said that when we raised, we must all 
run in there, bre^k the door open and get arms. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. Jorc— He told me that 
lie had runaway, but I don't know it myself— this 
was about the 1st June — the second time was before 
any one was taken up on this business— the third 
lime 1 met him was on 15th June --our meetings were 
accidental. 

Charles gave the evidence following:™! met Joe 
three or four times atMonday's — he generally speaks 
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like as in a parable— that is, gives hints, &c — he said 
the French Band was armed throughout, and were 
ready, and he was ready ; but he did not know how 
to trust country bonis ; this he said in Monday's 
presence* 

Monday testified as follows Joe has been often 
at my shop, and I and he talking of this concern — 
he said he knew the French who were to join, but 
as they did not speak to him he did not speak to 
them — that he was one of those who had joined 
—this was better than a month ago. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. J ore — He comes to my 
shop as a friend to get me to do work for him— -he 
insinuated that he would be an active man. 

Mr. Jore and Col. Cross testified that Joe's 
general conduct was good* 

The Court unanimously found Joe Guilt v, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death, 

The Tfal of MINGO, a Negro Man, the property 
of Mr, William Harth— His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE. 

Monday testified as follows : — Mingo told me in 
my shop that Peter Poyas had told him of this busi- 
ness, and that he was to take his master's horse and 
act as a horseman in the fight* 

Cross-Exammcd by Mr. ilarth — Tins was before 
Peter was taken up on the 2d June — he was often at 
iny shop, and knows me well — lie asked me if I knew 
Peter — I said yes, and that he had spoken to me, he 
said he had spoken to him too — I sometimes visit the 
society he belongs to — George Wilson is his class 
leader. 

Charles gave the following testimony: — I have 
seen Mingo Ilarth at Monday Cell's— he was talking 
about the rising— he said expressly he was one. 
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Gross-examined by Mr. Ilarth — this was after 
William and Edwin were taken up, 

William^ a negro man belonging to Mr* John Paul 
.testified as fallows : — I have heard something about 
an insurrection of the blacks, but was not concerned 
in it — Mr. William March's Negro man Mingo told 
me about it, and referred mc to Peter Poyas for fur- 
ther information, who he said had a list with 9,000 
names upon it, and that he was still taking down 
names — on the week 1 was to see Peter I was ap- 
prehended. Mingo said that uOO men on the Bay 
was already down on the list in Peter's possession — 
Mingo would not before the Wardens own what he 
told me — 1 never had any conversation with Peter — 
Mingo said his name was not yet down, and he 
would not put it down 'till he knew all that was to 
be clone — that Ned Bennett knew alt about it y and 
told It to all Mr. Bennett's people, and that letters 
were passing between those concerned — [ can read 
and countpnnted characters but not written. On a 
Saturday night Mingo told me as we were going to- 
wards his wife's house, that every day at 2 o'clock 
Peter went to Mr, Ilarth's lumber yard and talked 
to the other men about this matter, to make them 
sensible of the plan. At Mingo's house I took up 
the Bible and read two chapters from the prophet 
Tobit — Mingo said that all those belonging to the Af- 
rican Church are engaged in the insurrection, from the 
country to the town — that there is a little man amongst 
them who canH be shot, killed or caught, who was to 
be their general, and who would provide them with 
arms — that some arms were provided but he did not 
tell me where they were^ and he also said that Ned 
Bennett and Charles Shubrick arc officers, Peter, 
Ned and Charles I know to be class leaders in the 
African Church — The African Association have also 
a Church in Anson-strcet near Boundary-street, and 
one in Cow-alley, where they have service- I be- 
lieve that Mingo was endeavouring to get me to joii* 
$hem in the rising, and from his conversation I have 
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no doubt but that he was engaged in the conspiracy, 
and that all be said to me \\ as to get me to join them. 
It was also fold to me thai our colour fiom the A orlh 
to the South had combined together to fight against 
New- Orleans. Mingo was no doubt satisfied that 1 
would join — 1 never had any conversation with any 
one about the rising but with Mingo and Col. Prio- 
leau's man — Mingo said that Peter Poyas would teli 
me when the rising would take place — that Mr. Ben- 
netts Ned was one of them — that Denmark Vesey 
was the chief man and more concerned than any one 
else. 1 beg you won't take up, Sarah, for no woman 
knows any thing about it — Mingo said that letters 
were passing between Peter Povas, Ned Bennett and 
Charles Shuhriek, I am persuaded that Denmark 
Vesey was chiefly concerned in this business — Min- 
go said that the country places were engaged in the 
plot, and also the Islands —that he knows the little 
man who c&nh be shot, who told him that there was 
$ Guilah Society going on which met once a month— 
that all the orders he got he got from Peter— -Mingo 
always denied that he was engaged, and yet always 
talked to me as if he wanted mc to join Mingo said 
they would get horses, u lijc.ii wen? engaged at one, 
two or three Livery Stables from ike Stable Boys; two 
Stables he named in particular, viz : Mr, Billing's and 
the one behind the old Church — Mingo said a brown 
man, the steward of the cutter, had stolen some of 
the arms, and that Jim, a blacksmith of Mr, Ben- 
nett made arms. 

George, a Negro roan belonging to Mr. Wilson, 
a witness on behalf of the prisoner, testified as follows : 
I never saw Monday Gellat my Society—he would 
not have been admitted, as he was a member of the 
African Association. Cross-examined — Fie might 
have been there and J not have known it, as there 
are sometimes 60 or 100 persons present 

Peter Parler, a free black man, a witness on be- 
half of the prisoner, testified as follows;— I have ne- 
ver seen Monday Gell at my Society* Cross-exa- 
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mined — I am generally at the meetings unless I am 

.sick, 

The Court unanimously found Mingo Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

The Trial of JACK, a Mulatto Man, belonging 
to Mrs. Parcel! — Mr, Thomas Smith, the brother of 
his owner attending* 

evidence. 

Monu%y testified as follows ; — 

1 have seen Jack and Vesey talking together before 
my door— he told mc that lie was one of ihose to rise 
against the whites, and Vesey told me so before- — the 
message that Frank Ferguson gave to me to give to 
Vesey, 1 got Jack to carry to Vesey for me — -the mes- 
sage was, that he had just come from the country, 
that he had there got four plantations of men to join 
—and to go to Vesey and ask him to be at home to 
night, as he would call on him — 1 know he carried 
it, because Vesey told mc so that night — he came to 
my shop aftetervvards and said to m£ he was looking 
for Vesey, and be sure that 1 called no name. 

Frank testified as follows: — 1 know Jack Purcell, 
but don't know that he is concerned in this business 
— I did give to Monday Gell a message for Vesey, 

Charles gave the following evidence: — Jack told 
me he had been at his Mistress* Plantation and 
tried to get down the people to join in this business 
— but could not go again — he said he had joined, 
and asked me where Lot Forrester lived, thar he was 
the proper person to go into the country to bring the 
people down. 

The Peusoner asked permission to cross-examine 
Charles, which was granted ; but his questions were 
such, that no one could well answer them but him- 
self. Ju the course of this examination he admitted, 
that a large meeting had been called on Stouo by Lot, 
and that considerable preparations were made to re* 
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ceive him, but that Lot did not attend, and be was 
requested to reprove him for not doing so. 

The Court unanimously found Jack Guiltv, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death. — A few 
moments preceding his execution, he made the fol- 
lowing Co^FESSiow to the Intendam of Charleston: 

If it had not been for ihc conning of that old villain 
Vesey, I should not now be in my present situation* 
He employed every stratagem to induce me to join 
him. He was in the habit of reading to me all the 
passages in the newspapers that related to St. Do- 
mingo, and apparently every pamphlet he could lay 
his hands on, that had any connection with slavery. 
He one day brought me a speech which he told me 
had been delivered in Congress by a Mr, King on 
the subject of slavery; he told me this Mr* King was 
the black man's friend, that he Mr. King had declared 
he would continue to speak, write and publish pam- 
phlets againt slavery the longest day he lived* until 
the Southern States consented to emancipate their 
slaves, for that slavery was a disgrace to the country, 

The Trial of SMART, a Negro Man, the Slave 
of Mr- Robert Anderson — His owner and M. King, 
Esq. his Counsel attending* 

EVIDENCE. 

Frank testified as follows: — I have seen the pri- 
soner at Vesey h — he told me in the presence of Ve- 
sey he had joined arid would be ready whenever called 
on — Vesey sent him one evening to call me- 

Cross-Examined by Mr. King — I think at Vesey's 
there were then present, Monday and Charles and 
others. 

Monday gave the following evidence: — I saw 
Smart at Vesey ? s in the day — Perault and Peter 
Cooper were also there — I have often conversed with 
him on this business, and he seemed to be as much in 
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it as possible — I never asked this man to join — Vc- 
scy brought all of us into it — he belongs to the same 
gang that 1 did, 

Cross-Examined by Mr. King — I was not the first 
man who spoke 10 him — I first saw him at Vesey's — 
he was very much attached to me and called me Pa, 
and my wife Ma — I don't know that he ever got any 
one to join, and think he would have told me if he 
had — he was just such another as myself— I had a 
list with about forty on it, hut tore it up on the first 
discovery — he belongs to the African Church. 

Perault gave the testimony following Smart 
is a Drayman, and engaged in this business and in the 
same company, and confessed the same to mc — I 
have met him at Vcsey's and at Bulkley's Farm-— I 
met him at Vcscy's on Sunday in the day, and there 
was Monday Gell also, where we talked about the 
rising — the second time 1 met him at liulkley 5 s Farm 
where were thirteen in all— Smart and I have often 
spoken and promised to fight by one another against 
the white people — On Saturday the 15th June, Smart 
got two muskets from Mr. Fordhtm*s shop to carry up 
to Gadsden** & Wharf, they were shortly after taken 
away from Smart's dray, on which he was carrying 
them— and he made off with himself— I was present, 
one was for me, one j or Smart — we borrowed the mus- 
kets from my brother* 

Cross-Examined by Mr. King— I met him twice 
at Vescy's — Smart told me first and got me to join. 

The Court unanimously found Smart Guiltf, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

When Smart was arraigned he pleaded Guilty to 
the charge, and his Counsel handed to the Court his 
confession in writing; bur the Court advising that the 
plea of Guilty should be withdrawn, his Counsel did 
so and pleaded Not Guilty, The Confession han- 
ded to the Court, was not used against him, but is now 
given to the public. 
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*' Monday Gelf invited me to go up the road to Mr- 
Bulktcy's Farm, on Sunday about three months ago, 
where there were upwards of thirty persons present, 
and among them Jiuiklcy's man Billy — 1 -said I 
would not trust countrymen — I believe Denmark Vc- 
scy was there, but did not see him. About tour 
months ago, or going on four months, William Gar* 
iter, drayman, told me, lie expected people from St. 
Domingo ; white people would kill as many as I hey 
could. I cat! Monday Gelt Pa, and his wife Ma — 
About three weeks before going up to the farm, Mon- 
day Cell asked me to join him, by telling me that 
they were in servitude, kicked and cuffed and abused, 
&c, Stc. He spoke to mc about St. Domingo people 
turn and fight the white people, I said we can't do 
that, but Gel! said we could make a contrivance to 
doit, Monday Gell (old me that Gullab wanted 
to begin when the Negroes of the African Church 
were taken up in IBIS — -that if I told any thing they 
would kill mc, and made me hold up my hand and 
swear not to tell any thing. 

I asked when they intended to rise, he said on 
Saturday night previous to the death of Dr, M'Calh 
Monday told mc the old man said w e must begin to 
night about 10 o'clock— I said to Monday, he must 
stop it, that Monday must send word to the old 
man to stop it, that it was a great sin, 

1 meet at Monday Gdl a black man named Jack 
Glen, a painter, 

When at the Farm of Mr, Btilkley , we meet a snake 
at the gate, which the old man Vesey killed, and one 
of them says, that's ihe way we would do them, I 
seen Monday, and he says, they had better begin 
about eight o'clock, before the Guard meet, and if 
they don't do that, meet away on the Green, some 
whereby the lines, march down through the streets, 
come down to the Guard-House — Monday told me 
there were three or four gangs — I asked him some 
questions about the mode of attack, which I consen- 
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led to — Monday told me that fliey would have a 
meeting, or setting up at night, and begin then, 

I did not agree to have a fire in the city — At 
a meeting at Monday GeN's house, Denmark Ve- 
sey present, 1 asked him it 1 he was going to kill the 
women and children — Denmark answered, what was 
the use of killing the louse and leaving (he nit. I said 
my God what a sin— Denmark Vesey told me ! had 
not a man's heart, and (hat f was a friend to Buck* 
ra — Monday Gell told me that they sent to several 
places in the country. 

Jack Glen, a black man wanted to borrow my 
horse to go up the country — I said I had not one to 
lend— he said he must go in the country that day Sun- 
day, to Goose Creek . 

The time I was at the farm they told me they had 
long things like my arm to put bandies to, that they 
would make contrivance. 

Vesey told mc one day, after they had taken the 
place, they would take the money, and he would go 
in a vessel and put as many as he could, and go back 
to his own country. 

Vesey told me that all die powder was about three 
miles out of town, and they must take it — could easi- 
ly get it ; and they knew about a place in Queen- 
street, opposite the Planters' Hotel, where there was 
arms, Sec. The old man, Denmark Vesey, said that 
theywere'to attack the Guard House, in three or 
four ways, and then they would get all the arms* 

1 never heard about sending the two persons to St. 
Domingo* 

Monday told mc they were about to engage some 
draymen in it, but did not know how to trust them. 

Monday told me that they meet every other night 7 
and he would to fell mc more about it, when he 
saw me again. The old man, (meaning Vesey) told 
me to get some draymen who had horses, and if I was 
& good rider he would make rne a captain of a troop. 
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When they meet they did not pray at the meeting in 
thekitchen, I was only at the Neck meeting about one 
hour—Peter Poyas was not at that meeting, T told Mon- 
day not to put my name on thelist that they bad-Peter 
was not at that meeting, but was to go with us* — 
Monday said he expected Peter there. I have no 
noknowlegc of any deposit of arms, ammunition or 
powder — 1 did not promise to any particular act in 
the business, or know of any other persons en- 
gaged in the business than those I have already men- 
tioned — 1 never asked any person to join. 

The Trial of PHARO, a Mulatto Man, the pro- 
of Mr. John N, Thompson, — His owner and David 
Ramsay, Esq, his counsel attending, 

EVIDENCE, 

Chares testified as follows Pharo told me him- 
self in Monday's shop that he was engaged in die 
conspiracy — 1 met him one day with a scythe in his 
cart, which he told mc he was carrying to a black- 
smith^ to have made into a sword. About a week 
after, and previous to the 16th June, he said he was 
going to meet some young men who could tell him 
all about it — I have met him several times at Mon- 
day's* 

Cross-examined by Mr- Ramsay — He bragged of 
what he could and would do with the white people, 
T did not hear Pharo tell a man to make a candlestick 
for him. 

Mow da y testified as follows : — I know from our 
talk about it together that Pharo was one — he said 
be was making ready for the rising — two days after 
Peter was taken he told mc, that if he could get a 
ticket, and a $50 bill he would take his horse and 
run -away before he would be taken. On Sunday, 
about two weeks after Peter w as taken up the first 
time (about 19th June) he pointed to the Archdalc 



123 

Church, where tlir white people were and said, when 
shall we be like the? m, 1 said when God pleased— Sun- 
flay before I was brought here he carried me to his 
Stable:, and said lie had told his master he had noth- 
ing to do in this business* which was a lie- 
Cross-Examined by Mr. Ramsay— Charles told 
me that Pharo had a scythe which he was going to 
make into a sword* 

Perault gave the following evidence : — I know 
that Pharo is one— one day in the streets we met and 
conversed on this business, when he told me that he 
had carried something fo a Blacksmith to have a 
sword made for himself— I know he was just as wil- 
ling as myself to join. 

The Court unanimously found Pharo Guilty 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

The Trial of SANDY VESEY, a Negro Man 
the property of J. J, Schnell— His owner attending/ 

EVIDENCE- 

Cha hles testified as follows : — Sandy bad a hand 
hi the rising— he told me that a gentleman had taken 
him up and asked him if he knew any thing about 
Jesse, that he said no, as there was no occasion to in- 
form— that he knew how to make cartridges, and 
would make some— he told me in Mondav's shop that; 
he was one of those who had joined and was ready. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. Schncll— lie did not tell 
nie to what company he belonged — he never gave 
his name to be put on a list that 1 know of. 

Monday gave the following evidence :— Sandy has 
been in my shop, and lie told me he had joined— he 
said on Sunday the 16th June, in Archdalc-street, 
that he was waiting for Jesse who had gone to get a 
horse to go into the country— he was frequently in 
my shop, but only once spoke about this business— 
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he appeared to be anxious and zealous, about it—he 
belongs to the African Church* 

Edward P. Simons, Esq* deposed as follows; — 
The day after J esse was taken up, I examined this 
fellow, who stated that Jesse had said to him, " Ve- 
sey the Guard is too .strong to night" — Sandy is a 
peaceable character — Jesse and himself married sis- 
ters. 

The Court unanimously found Sandy Vescy 
Guilty, and passed upon him the sentence oV Death; 
but recommended to the Governor to pardon him 
vpon condition that he be transported out of the limits 
of the United States. 

Tfif, triai of PARIS, a negro man belonging to 
Miss Ball — Mr* Minot a* the friend of his owner 
attending. 

EVIDENCE* 

Monday testified as follows:-— Paris and Saby 
G nil lard were frequently in my shop — the week af- 
ter Peter was taken up he came to me and said, your 
name is called, be on your guard — He acknowledged 
he had joined, and frequently came to know how the 
thing was going on — he belongs to the African 
Church. 

Prradlt testified as follows:---! know that Paris 
knew of this business— I saw him at Monday's, and 
heard him speaking of the business — he was as much 
in it as I am* 

Titg Court u n am mously found Paris Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death, but recom- 
mended to the Governor to pardon him upon condi- 
tion that he be transported out of the limits of the 
United States* 

The Trial of SABY GAIL LARD, a free black 
man— Mr. Wcsner attending on his behalf as his 
friend* 
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EVIDENCE. 

Monday testified as follows: — Saby frequently 
came to my shop and talked on this business— he and 
Denmark Vesey in my shop talked on tins business 
— he rook out one day oui of his pocket on tlte Bay, 
apiece of news- paper, and asked me to read it — 1 did 
so at my shop, and afterwards he asked me if I had 
read it — I said yes — 'twas a hoi it B oyer's battle in 
St. Domingo against the Spaniards, and he said to 
me afterwards, if he had men lie could do the same 
as Boyer— and that he could whip ten white men 
himself. 

Cross-Examined by Mr, Wesner — he agreed with 
Vesey's discourse, which was to killed the whites, 

Peraut-t gave the evidence following:— -Saby said 
to me one clay after Peter was taken up 44 I advise 
you to have nothing to do with this affair, let the 
Lord finish it and leave it to those who began it — 
Monday told me before this that Saby was concerned, 
and had given him a piece of paper to read. 

The Court found Saby Gail lard Goit.Tr, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death, but recom- 
mended to the Governor to pardon him upon condi- 
tion that he be transported oui of the limits of ike Uni- 
ted States. 

The Trial of WILLIAM, a Negro Man, the 
Slave of Mrs, Col cock — Mr* 1). D. Bacot attending 
as the friend of his owner* 

evidence. 

Monday testified as follows: — William has often 
been at my shop and asked me what was going on — 
I did not tell him any thing — one day he said to me 
a brother told him, five hundred men were making 
up for this purpose — be did not say that he was one-, 
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Charles' evidence was as follows: — I met Wil- 
liam two or three times at Monday's, but did not 
bear hiai say lie had joined, 

Perault gave this testimony : — I met William 
several times at Monday's, but don't know that he 
joined. 

The Prisoner in explanation of being so often at 
Monday's, stated to the Court, " when 1 went to 
Monday's it was to hear what was going on in Con- 
gress, as we expected that Congress was going to set 
us free, and as what was going on was printed in ail 
the papers, so that black as well as white might read 
it" — The prisoner had previously stated to Capt. T. 
H- Jervey, who attended the trial, and one of whose 
wenches is the prisoner's w ife, "Pompey Bryan told 
me that Mrs, Bryan's coachman held a commission, 
or was one of the officers of Denmark Vesey — that 
some hundred Draymen of this city were to act as 
horsemen. This was about a month ago (early in 
June.) He also told me that I Denmark Vesey had 
ordered them all out so as to strike the first blow on 
Saturday night the 15th June. 1 told him then that 
I woold have nothing to do with it and would go qui- 
etly to my bed ; he said the same and wc parted — 
One of Col. Cross' wenches about the bowse, a yellow 
compaction, with a small boy about four or five years 
old, told me that Joseph, (Joe Jore) the former cook 
of Col. Cross, said that Morris Brown (the Bishop of 
the African Church) swore them oij the Bible never 
to divulge the secret, even if they suffered death — 
Henry Drayton (alias Harry Bull, one ot] the Bish- 
ops or Ministers of the African Church) in crossing 
the Mall hi front of Flinn's Church, told me on a 
Sunday afternoon " that the whites wanted nothing 
but a gcod spanking with the sword" Pompey 
Haig told ma that there were some Frenchmen, 
blacks, very skilfull in making swords and spears, 
such as they used in Africa : this was about a month 
^go. He also told me that there were some French- 
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men determined if those men were hung, to rise and 
defend them, and that he heard there was a regular 
army ready in the woods to defend them." 

The Cocjjit unanimoudij found William Not 
Guilty,, and discharged hinu 



The Trial of POLYDORE, a Negro Man, the 
property of Mrs, Faber — Mr. C* H. Faber, his own- 
er's brother attending, 

EVIDENCE* 

Billy j a ne^rp man belonging to Mr* Bulkley^ 
testified as follows : — Pollydore met once at my 
master's farm, at which meeting Gullah Jack was — 
he agreed with the rest to join and raise against the 
whites. One Sunday early in the morning, when 
the people were to rise, Polydore brought to the farm 
those pike polo* (pointing to the bundle of pike poles 
'found concealed on the farm and then in court) and 
told ine fo let them stay there, that Robert was com- 
ing — Polydore belongs to the African Congregation^ 

Hark?, Mr. Haig's slave, gave the following evi - 
dence : — Polydore was in Jaek J s company — 1 met 
him at the meeting at Bulklcy'ss farm, where they 
were talking about rising against the whites, and 
Polydore agreed to join in it, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Faber — Jack was there, 
and when he made the proposition to join and raise 
against the whites, all present gave him an answer 
to join. 

The Court unanimously found Polydore Guir/rt, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

The Trial of ROBEKT, a Negro Man, the pro- 
pcrty of John Robertson— His owner attending. 
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EVIDENCE. 

Charles, testified as follows : — I met Robert at 
Tom RusseFs, where he went for the Pikes, and Tom 
said to him, the pikes are at your house, Tom Rus- 
sel asked him if he was not to go into the country for 
the people — he said he had sent word* 

Cross-examined by Mr, Robertson — I saw him at 
Tom's about dark — it seemed to me from the con- 
versation that he was going to fix on the pikes to die 
poles* 

Billy's testimony was: — Robert belongs to Gui- 
lah Jack's Company — he was at the meeting of Gul- 
iah Jack's party at Bulkley's farm— He was at two 
meetings, and he tried to fire the pistol oft' but could 
not. The same day the pike poles were brought he 
told me not to stir, that the whit* people had heard 
Of this business — Robert told me that. Gullali Jack 
was the head man in this business — he said Gullali 
Jack went to Father Morris Brown about this busi- 
ness, and that Father Morris said, I am going to the 
North, but If you can get men you can try this bu- 
siness, but don't call my name — any thing that 
Jack wanted he sent Robert for — if any thing 
happened to Jack, Robert would be the next man. 
When Pojydore brought the poles, he said Robert 
would know what to do with the poles, and wheq 
Robert came he said, let the poles lay there, the 
whites have found out the business, 

Cross-examined by Mr* Robertson — There was no 
dispute between me and the Ropcvvalk people. 

The Court unanimously found Robert Guilt v P 
and passed upon hint the sentence of Death, 

The Trial of JACK, a Negro Man belonging to 
Mr- J. S. Glenn. 

EVIDENCE. 

Chatiles testified as follows : — Jack is engaged in 
this businesss— we have spoken together, and he told 
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me he hrbnged to the horse company. I have met 
him once at Vescy's at a meeting about this business; 
Glenn there quoted Scripture to prove he would not 
be condemned for raising against the whites — he 
read a chapter out of the Bible. I have often met him 
at Monday's, where he was talking of this business — 
I have often conversed with him, when he always 
said he was one, and would rather be a horseman — he 
belongs to the African Church. 

Monday's Evidence was: — Jack was engaged in it- 
he and I talked about it, and he was making every 
preparation as well as myself about it — I once saw 
him at Vesey's when we were talking of the plans — 
He said as he had lame feet, lie would rather be a 
horseman — Vesey looked on him as one of his fol- 
lowers or men. I met him on the evening of the 
15th June in ihe street with Benjamin Campbell — 
he said that Ben beEongcd io the horse after rhey had 
parted — he said he way preparing to rise on Sunday 
the 16th June — he was often at my shop — Charles 
Drayton was sometimes present. 

Fer.au lt gave the following evidence : — Jack was 
concerned as much as myself — I met him at Mon- 
day's first, when he said he was one, and the third 
time 1 met him at Vcscy's, where we met purposely 
on this affair — Ned Bennett and Peter Poyas were 
there — Jack agreed to go into the country to bring 
down the people to fight against the whites — before 
the 1 6th June he sent his wife to me to say he wan- 
ted to get my horse to go into the country- -at the 
meeting at Vcscy's, Jack carried about a hat to get 
money to pay a man to make pikes— I gave 12 1-2 
cents— Jack put in the same— the second time I met 
him at the Battery, he said he was going into the 
country to bring the blacks down -he said he had join- 
ed as a horseman — at the meeting at Vesey's besides 
Ned and Peter, Monday, Charles, Bacchus, and 
Smart Anderson were present and John En slow and 
several others whose names 1 know not. 
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Bacchus testified as follows : — I saw Jack at W 
sey's the first time I met there — he was the man who 
read the Bible — he passed the hat round that night 
for the contribution— Monday, Charles, Pharo and 
Smart, and others whom I knew not were there. 

The Court unanimously found Jack Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

[Note* On the trial of Charles Billings,, it was 
proved, that Jack Glenn intended to sleep at Mr* 
Billing's Livery Stables on the night of the 16th 
June, for the purpose of assisting in saddling the hor- 
ses for the coloured people.] 



The Trial of LOT, a Negro Man, the proper 
ty of Mr. Forrester — His owner attending. 



Monday testified as follows: — Lot and I have 
been talking about this business, and he said he was 
one engaged in this insurrection and was making 
ready, this was at my shop where he frequently was s 
and always talking on this business — he was one of 
the African Church, but i believe he had been turned 
out. 

Frank's evidence was : — I heard Lot tell Vesey 
that he had gone up to Santee, but before he had got 
there he met some bhick persons who told him that 
the driver had heard it, and told the overseer, and 
tiiat he is in consequence had to make his escape, 

Jack belonging to Mrs* PtirceJI, gave the following 
evidence : — Lot was to have gone up to Stono, to a 
large meeting where they made great preparations 
for hini 7 but he did not come — I was then up there — 
1 afterwards met him at Monday's and taxed him 
about not fulfilling his promise — he said his business 
prevented liiin. 




EVIDENCE. 
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Jesse before he acknowledged his guilt, requested 
that Lot, who was not at that tunc suspected, might 
be sent for and made to confront him* This being 
done he first confessed his own guilt, and then charg- 
ed Lot with being an accomplice, and said in an im- 
pressive manner " I am guilty, and so is that man- — 
he is as deep in it as 1 am— if I am hung h<j ought 
to be hung, and if he is passed over no man ought to 
be condemned by the Court — Lot was the man who 
said to me on Gibfa's & Harper's Wharf, that no- 
thing coo Id be done without fire, and that he had the 
combustibles for it.* 

A quantity of slow match which was found on 
Gibb's & Harper's Wharf, and then in Court, was 
shewn to Captain C. L, Black, Arsenal Keeper, 
who testified that the slow match produced to him 
resembled that in the Arsenal precisely, and he be- 
lieved it to be a part of the same, 

[Note. Lot was proved by the next witness to 
have been in the employment of Mr. Peigoe 5 who is 
often engaged in the Arsenal, and sometimes has ser- 
vants with him there.] 

Ned, a Negro Man belonging tp Mr. flegne, 
a witness on behalf of the Prisoner^ testified as fol- 
lows: — I was at work with Lot on a house in my 
master's yard,when Vssey came dicrc — Lot told him 
not to come in, that his master would not allow it — 
this was about the first of June. 

The Court unanimously found Lot Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

* Lot denied Jesse's accusations, nuri as no one at that time 
but Jesse accused him, against whom Lot volunteered his evidence 
and was principally instrumental m his conviction, the Court dis- 
missed Lot. A liter Monday, Jack (Pure ell,) and Frank had been 
arrested, however, Lot, (fearing they would inculpate him) abscon- 
ded, and was arrested througli the vigilance and activity of several 
gentlemen, who plant in St, James 3 Santee, as he was attempting to 
effect his escape across Ilibbcn's Ferry, for the purpose (it is suppc* 
gedj of getting beyond the limits of the State. 
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The Trial of ADAM, a Negro Man, belonging 
to Mr. John Robertson— His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE* 

Harry testified as follows : — T met A (lain at Bulk- 
ley's Farm, at a meeting there for rising against the 
whites — I know that lie belongs to Gullah Jack's 
company, and that he knew the meeiings wore for 
considering on ihis subject— lie did not tell me that 
he was one, but 1 heard him agree to be one hi this 
purpose — I heard him acknowledge that lit- was in 
Gullah Jack's company — he was one of the African 
Church, 

Billy gave the evidence which follows : — Adam 
was twice at Bulkley's Farm, and once at Thayer's, 
to attend the meetings t lie re — he belonged to the 
Gullah Company, to .rise against the whites — he told 
me so — I heard him say so more than once. 

The Court unammouxf}/ found Adam Gusltv 3 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

The Trial of JOHN, a Negro Man, tin: property 
of Mr* John Robertson — His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE* 

Harry testified as follows :— John was engaged in 
this business— he belonged to Gullah Jack's Com- 
pany, and was at the same meeting with Adam— he 
acknowledged that he belonged to the same company 
that I did — 1 met him but once at Buikley's Farm — 
lie belongs to the African Church. 

Billy gave the following evidence: — John be- 
longs to the Gullah Company — 1 heard him say so 
pnee — he was twice at the meetings at the Form. 

The Court unanimously found John Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 
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The Trial of BUTCHER, a Negro Man, the 
■^fc>vc of Mr. C abb's. 

EVIDENCE* 

Charles testified as follows: — Butcher belongs to 
die Company, and is engaged in this business— I met 
him at Buikloy's Farm — he is one who acknowledged 
in my presence that he was to rise against the whites. 
The object of the meeting at BulkleV's was to consid- 
er about this business.— He belongs to the African 
Chureh. 

Bilm's evidence was as follows : — Butcher 
(iibbes belongs to Peter Ward's religious class- 

Charles being the only witness against Butcher with- 
out any corroborating circumstances ; the Court 
found him Not Guilty, but suggested to his owner 
fhe propriety of sending him away. 

— < < <^o*»* — 

The Trial of SCIPTO, a Negro Man, belonging 
to Mr, Wm. Simras — His owner unending. 

EVIDENCE* 

PfiRAULT testified as follows : — Scipio belongs to 
those who are to rise against the w hites — he hired 
a horse from me on Saturday, the 8th of June, to 
go into the country, to get the negroes to come down 
at the time the rising was to commence* I examined 
him myself, to see if he was one of my friends to 
fjght against the whiles- -1 met him at Mr. Aiken's lot, 
alter the 8th, when we walked down together, as 
far as St* Philips' ami Wen I w on h - s tree l s. We talked 
about this business — the third time I met him near 
Mr. Murphy's in King- street, on Sunday previous to 
the execution of Peter Poyas — ) then said to Scipio, 
this thing was all up and now dead ; Scipio replied, 
that all the people he had engaged were cowards and 
had drawn back, but that he was willing to go on 
as much as I myself could be, 

Cross-Examined by Mr. Sioims — Scipio hired the 
horse, but another man took the horse who paid mc 
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$2 in part, and Adam a free man the remaining #f , 
the hire being $3 — I don't know the man who took 
the horse, but I'd know him if I saw him again- 
Re-examined — Scipio hired the horse and said lie 
would send for it, and when the man came for the 
horse, foe said Scipio had sent for the horse — wiicn 
my horse wa& brought back the man was on my 
horse, and Scipio in company with him on another 
horse — my stable was near Flinn's Church, and they 
came from towards the lines, this was on Sunday 
Evening, 9th June, He belongs to the African 
Church. 

Monday gave the evidence following: — Jack Pur- 
cell told me that Scipio had gone into the country 
to collect people to come down. 

Charles testified as follows: — Monday told me 
pretn much what he has himself stated to the Court. 

Mr. Wm. Simms deposed as follows: — Scipio is an 
orderly, sober and industrious servant* I raised him, 
and we have worked together. 

Mrs. FicKj a witness on behalf of the prisoner, tes- 
tified as follows : — Scipio never gave tome any arms 
to keep for him or any thing else — 1 have always 
thought him a steady, sober negro, and never heard 
any thing amiss of him. 

Cross-examined by the Court — I never said that 
Scipio had left a sword or pistol with me*. 

Agrtppa, a Negro Man belonging to Mrs. Perry, 
a witness on behalf of the prisoner, testified as fol- 
lows i— I requested Scipio to hire a horse for me to 
go into the country with, about the" last day of the 
first week in June, mine being sick — Scipio carried 
me to the man from whom the horse was hired, I 

* It was reported that Mrs. Fick said that Scipio had left a sword 
and pistol with her lu kuep for trim. 
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don't know the man— he and I went up on horse- 
back io my mistress 3 plantation, on Horse-Savan- 
null, where wc went for my tools, and ret uriied the 
next day ? Sunday — this was all wc went for. 

Cross-examined by the court :■ — The man's namfc 
was Perautt, who lives on the green— I paid $2, and 
when I returned, paid him the $1 — when f received 
the horse, Scipio was not with me — Iliad a pass-Sri- 
pio's name was not in my pass — I brought down my 
mallet, chisel and axe— I left town on Saturday, 
about 10 o'clock — about two weeks before this I was 
io the country* 

As soon as Agrippa ? s examination ceased, PcrauJt 
was brought into Court, and immediately recognized 
him to be the man who had hired his horse, though 
he did not know his name—The Intendant then com- 
mitted Agrippa for trial. In consequence of this, 
charge against Agrippa, whose testimony was so im- 
portant to Scipio, Mr. Simms requested the Court 
not to decide upon Scipio J s case until Agrippa was 
tried, to which request the Court acccedccl. Agrippa 
was not tried until five days after, as his owner asked 
for time to send into the country and bring down 
some of the Negroes as witnesses who were on the 
plantation when Agrippa and Scipio arrived there— 
Agrippa 3 s trial therefore was not the next after 
Seipio's; but as in forming their decision on Scipio's 
case, the testimony given in Agrippa J s was consi- 
dered by the Court, it is thought adviscablc, that, i n 
this publication, the report of the one trial should 
imediately succeed the other. 

The Cocjrt unanimously found Scipio Guilty 
and passed upon him the following sentence: "That 
he be imprisoned in the Work-House of Charleston, 
until his master, under the direction of the City 
Council of Charleston, shall send him out of the li- 
mits of the United States, into which he is not to re- 
turn under penalty of death. 
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The Trial or AGR1PPA, a Ne^ro Man belong- 
iog to Mrs* Perry, Mr. Edward Perry, the Son of his 
owner, his Counsel Benjamin F. Dtmkin, Esq, Mr. 
Bartholomew Carrol, the friend of Lis owner, and 
Mr. William ttimms attending. 

f.vioence. 

Pekaui.t testified as follow* :— On thefSrh of Juno 
about 10 o'clock, A, M. I inrfr the prisoner, who said 
lie whs going into the country on some business, 
which would be good to me and good to hinu On 
his return, [ went to him, when after some conversa- 
tion, he informed me (hat he bad gone into the coun- 
try to get men to join this insurrection, and that he 
had procured some men— lie hired a horse from me, 
for which he paid me two dollars in my hand, and 
got security for the other dollar, which lie afterwards 
paid through Adam Creighton— the price of the 
horse was three dollars. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Dunkin— I never saw the 
prisoner before he came for the horse— I saw him 
the second time after he came from the country, 
when I examined him particularly, and he confessed 
that lie had got some men to join in the insurrection. 
Scipio Si mm* made the contract about the horse, 
and not the prisoner. 

Mr. Edward Peart, a witness on behalf of the 
prisoner, deposed as follows :-- -My mother allows 
the prisoner to keep a horse in the country where he 
usually resides— my mother informed me yesterday 
that his horse is lame, anil has been so for some time. 
(The general ticket to work out in town or country 
from his Mistress was produced in evidence.) The 
mother and father- bi- law of the prisoner resides on 
my plantation, w here the prisoner is in the habit of 
going about once a fortnight — There were not more 
thm four or live able bodied negroes on my planta- 
tion when the prisoner went for bis tools. 

Cross-examined by the Court — I have some near 
neighbours in the country at whose plantations there 
are rnanv ucsroes. 
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Ivitt, a Negro man, belonging to Mr. Pony, a 
witness on behalf of (he prisoner, testified as follows : 
I mis not present when Agrippa and Scipio arrived 
aS the plantation — on my return home in the evening 
J met them— Agrippa'* horse uus so lame, that lie 
once returned home on foot — lie returned next day 
to town — 1 do not know Scipio — there were only 
four or five old persons on the plantation, the prime 
hands had conic to town, 

Ronttf, a Negro Man, belonging to Mr* Perry, a wit- 
nr$$ on behalf of the Prisoner, testified as follows : — 
I went into the country with Scipio and Agrippa on 
Saturday morning — We arrived 'twixt three and four 
o'clock at Mr. Perry's plantation— we stopped on no 
plantation, nor to talk with any Negro on the way 
up — When on the plantation, Agrippa went to his 
house, and I to my mother's — about eight o'clock 
Agrippa and Scipio were in bed — Agrippa answered 
me when 1 came to the door, that lie had gone to bed 
^-1 saw Agrippa about seven o'clock next day prepa- 
ring to start— we started for town directly after 
breakfast, and did not stop on the \\ ay to speak to any 
one, or at any plantation, and arrived in town about 
three o'clock —When we got down, I carried my horse 
from whence I got it— they went to carry t heir's to 
the place they got them from— -when on the planta- 
tion no strange negroes were there, and I don't believe 
Agrippa or Scipio went off the plantation— -they were 
working together in town, and as one could not go 
on without the other, as one had logo into the coun- 
try for his tools, the other accompanied him— -there 
were only about live men on the plantation-— I was 
not all the time with Agrippa and Scipio, that they 
were on the plantation. 

Cross- Examined by the Court— -As soon as we ar- 
rived on the place, which was about three or four 
o'clock, wc separated, and I did not sec the others 
'till about eight o'clock, w hen 1 called at their house, 
and found them in bed— from that time to 7 next 
rtiornitig, I did not sec them. 
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He- Examined-- 1 saw their horses frequently to 
gethcr with mine on the place before 8 o'clock — I 
saw them together first about an hour after we arri- 
ved, and before eight o'clock they were pat up — The 
nearest neighbour is about one mile and three 
quarters- off* 

UolLj a Negro Worn an belonging to Mr. Perry, a 
witness on behalf of the prisoner \ gave the follow- 
ing evidence : — I was on the plantation when Scipio 
and Agrippa came up — they came up about an hour 
before sun-down — 1 stayed at the big-house — Robin 
stop'tat the big* house, and Agrippa and Scipio went 
on to Agrippa^s mother's house — 1 did not sec them 
again till next morning — about dusk they sent to me 
for some dauber — I saw them turn out their horses 
In the plantation directly after they arrived — and I 
saw their horses about sun-down — they could not 
have gone out of the place without passing the big- 
house, unless they rode or walked through the field, 
and I did not sec them pass — Mr. Singleton's is about; 
& quarter of a mile distant — (Mr. Carroll says about 
<t mile and a half) the driver don't allow a horse to 
go through the field — I saw them next day after 
breakfast— there arc no prime men on the plantation 
— all old or boys. 

Cross- Examined by the Conn — There are about 
four taskable men on the plantation— Mr, Lee's plan- 
tation is not half as lar as Singleton's, 

LidVj Agrippa's mother, testified as follows : — I 
wa& at home when Agrippa and Scipio came to the 
plantation, not long before sun-down — they turned 
their horses loose, then caijic in and sat down — they 
did not leave the house that night — Robin came 
there after they went to bed and called them, but no 
answer was given him — 1 got up before cither of 
them next morning—and then I saw them laying as 
I left them at night — I don't think they could have 
gone out of the house and 1 not know it— they had 
notalk with the people on the plantation— they never 
left tiie house further than the door* 
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Cross-Examined by the Court — I slept but little, 
ihat night, my grand -child kept me awake- they 
carried away Agrippa's tools next day — Robin called 
three times, but no answer was given — they slept in 
the Hall and 1 in my room — the tools were some 
chissels and plains* 

Mr, Edward Perry, again examined — The near- 
est plantation is about three quarters of a mile, but 
there is but one negro man on it* the next nearest 
better than a mile* 

Jack belonging to Mrs* PurcelJ testified that 3d pip 
had spoken once to him about the insurrection.' 

The Court unanimously found A gri ppa G u i i,T r , and 
passed upon him the following sentence; — " That he 
be imprisoned in the Work- House of Charleston un- 
til his owner, under the direction of the City Council 
of Charleston shall send him out of the limits of the 
United States, into which he is not to return under 
penalty of death." 

The Trial of DICK, a Negro Man, the Slave of 
Mr* William Siipms — His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE, 

Perault testified as follows :— -Dick and I met on 
a Saturday evening in die Cabinet-Maker's lot, next 
to Monday's, where were met on this business, Gui- 
lah Jack, George Vanderhorst and Charles Drayton 
— Jack said he was going iij his canoe into the conn* 
try to get people- — Dick said he belonged to Gullah 
Jack's Band, and said he was willing and ready like 
me — the second time we met at die corner of Mar- 
ket-street, wc walked up King-street, and he told me 
he was ready at any time — the third nine I met him 
between Craft's and Smith's Wharf, and we sat down 
and conversed on this business— I again asked him, 
and he again said, he was ready at any time we 
were ready — I never met him any where eJse* 

T 
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Harry's evidence was as follows ;— Dick belonged 
to Gullah Jack's Company — I met him at Bulkley's 
Farnij and lie confessed he was ready and willing to 
join — the meeting was about this business — he joined 
before I did. 

Cross-Examined by Mr* Simms — We all consulted 
together at the meeting, and all agreed— this was a 
little before this business broke out, 

Charles testified as follows : — I saw Dick in the 
Lot of the Mahogany Shop near Monday's, attending 
erne of the meetings — he was one of Jack's Company 
—this he said out of his own mouthy and that he was 
ready. 

[Abfe. The prisoner confessed he was at this 
house, but said he went there to see some one.] 

Bill? gave the following evidence: — Dick was at 
three of the meetings on this business ; once at Tbay- 
ers, and twice at Bulklcy's Farm — he was there when 
they tried to fire off the pistol, and it went off in his 
hand. 

[Note. The prisoner confessed he was sometimes 
at Bulkley's Farm, but said he went there to sec 
BillyO 

Cross- Examined by Mr. Simms — If I had not been 
there 1 would not have known of this business, 

Re-Ex^mined by the Court — Whenever he came, 
he came in company with Gollah Jack, they met at 
the Farm to talk on this business. 

The Court unanimously found Dick Gvixtv, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death, 

The Trial of B ACCIIUS,a Negro Man, belong- 
ing to Mr- Benjamin Harnmct — Francis S. Belzer, 
Esq. his owner's Counsel attending- 

EVIDENCE. 

Perault testified as follows — I engaged Bacchus 
myself to join in this business ; he was one of my 
recruits — I carried him to Vesry's myself — he was 
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willing to join — Bacchus took one keg of powder 
from his master and gave it to Vesey, who carried 
it to Monday's— he promised to give me a sword but 
did not do so* 

Cross-examined by Mr. Relzer— Bacchus told m£ 
fhaf he had carried the powder to Vesey. 

Monday's evidence was as follows ; — Bacchus 
told me he was one in this business — he has often 
been at my shop and I there had a keg of powder 
got by him. I saw him oi*e night at Vesey h* 

Cross-examined by Mr, Belzer— Bacchus and Pe- 
ru ul t brought the powder to my shop. 

Charles gave the following testimony: I met 

Bacchus at Monday's and at Vesey's — I was present 
when he brought die powder to VcseyV- he told me 
he had got three swords, one for himself, one for 
Perault and one for Ned Bennett. 

The Court unanimously found Bacchus Guilty f 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death- 
Mi-, Hammer, whilst he was not desirous that Bac- 
chus should escape punishment, yet was anxious to 
save his life, and previously to his trial handed to the 
Court in writing a confession which Bacchus had 
made to him, and stated, that he came forward with 
this candid confession of Bacchus, in hopes of sav- 
ing his life thereby ; but that if the Court thought 
his case did not admit of a less punishment than 
death, he then requested that I) is confession should 
not be used against him. The Court after consulta- 
tion determined to proceed to his triaL — The follow- 
ing Confession though not used against Bacchus is 
now given to the public ; 

Perault, when hauling cotton from my master's store, 
told me in the yard, secretly, that 1m wanted me to 
go to Society with him, I asked what Society ? 
He told me, never mind what Society, and said he 
would call for me that night — he did call and I went 
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with Mm- Ferauft carried nie to Denmark Vesey's 
house, by Bennett's mill — there I oiet about twelve 
men, among whom was Monday (Jell, and Smart: 
Anderson. After I got in they fastened the gate — it 
was before nine o'clock— -Denmark and Perault took 
jne to one side, Perault told nie they were going to 
tell me something ; this was in another room, not 
before the gang — Denmark and Perault said that 
they were going to turn to and fight the white peo- 
ple, and take the country , and that New- Orleans was 
taken- 1 considered a long while, and they found me 
considering, and at last 1 said to Perault t was very 
sorry he brought Die there, I did not wish to belong 
to such a Society — Denmark Vcsey said to me be- 
fore Perault, that the one that did not wish to join 
the Society must be put to death as an enemy — he 
told all the gang so after he went back with mc into 
the room, Denmark told the gang, that they must meet 
at his house that night next week- Perault told me 
to try and get powder, that the gang would throw in 
and malm it up ta me. They all threw in the night of 
raeering 12 1-2 cents each, and I also* This money 
was thrown in to give a man to go into the country and 
bring down the country negroes when they were all 
ready. When I asked about anus, and where they 
were, Denmark recommended to them to look thro' 
the town for the stores that had the most guns. Pe- 
rault then jumped up and said " Bacchus don't you 
know where Capt. Martindale's arms is," I said, yes, 
my man, but you can 5 t get them, and you had better 
drop this thing altogether. About two or three days 
after this last affair, Perault came to me and told me 
that they had caught Denmark, and carried me down 
to Monday GeH. Monday and Perault told me that 
Denmark said that if they caught him, he would telf 
no body's name, and that I must not tell his, Pc- 
rault ? s name, nor Monday's, and they would not 
mention mine, 1 took the keg of powder out of the 
back store of my Hasten, and earned it in a bag to 
Denmark, with a man belonging to Mr. Bennett 
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which I believe is a blacksmith — Bennett's man 
met mc at my master's gate — 1 suppose Pritchard's 
GuIIah Jack and Perault carried the powder to Mon- 
day from Denmark's house. In company with Den- 
mark Vesey and Perault, Denmark told me to get 
what arms I could — I said I eould get one horernan ? s 
sword in a scabbard, which I took to Denmark's 
house. 1 also said I could get a pistol, but was afraid 
my master would miss it— Pern u It told me never mind 
he could make me easy about It— I did take the pis- 
tol to Denmark's house with the sw F ord, on Sunday 
night the 16th June. Denmark told me previously, 
I must not go home— this Denmark told at the meet- 
ing previous, aud said they were to go tip the road 
and meet the country negroes, Last night, when I 
was put in the room in the Work-House with Pe- 
rault, he told me Gullah Jack had buried the pow- 
der, and I think Perault knows where it is. All the 
negroes engaged in the plot were ordered by Den- 
mark to leave their masters and go up the road,-- 
The night they carried me to Denmark, I was so 
frightened that 1 was obliged to say yes ; for they 
threatened to kill every one that did not wish to join. 
A large book like a Bible was open before them at 
Denmark's house ; but 1 do not know 7 whether it was 
to sign names in* or what purpose. At the first 
meeting at Denmark's } they asked me my name, and 
Perault answered my name was Bacchus, belonging 
to Mr. Hani met — Denmark asked me which Ham- 
met ? I said Benjamin Hamuiet, the gentleman who 
sued Lorenzo Dow, 

The week after Denmark was dead, Perault told 
me to mind and keep myself ready, that they inten- 
ded to come up at the corner where the arms of the 
Neck Company is kept ; and I said very well ; they 
were to take the arms, and I was to assist them T 
they were to break open the door — Monday Gell can 
tell who is at the head of this last arrangement — I 
believe Perault knows all about it — Gullah Jack w as 
to distribute the Powder amongst us — Perault told 
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me that they had a Blacksmith to make daggers for 
this party, and that they had made some. On Sun- 
day, i6tli June, he told trie, they had three or four 
hundred daggers — he told mc on the 1 1th July, the 
night 1 was commit led, that I must not tell his 
name or any thing about it— This was the reason I 
was afraid to tell or make a confession to my master, 
Mr. Ham met, on this morning, the 12th July — Pe- 
rault is the fellow that has brought nie into this 
scrape — A fellow about my size, a dark black skin 
negro, who 1 believe is called Charles, took mo up 
the road just before you come to the forks of the 
road, on the Meeting-street road, to a Farm — the 
House on the Farm has a Piazza on the top ; Charles 
told the negro man on the Farm, mind next Sunday 
the business is to tie done ; meaning ru kill the white 
people ; and that (he negroes from the country were 
to stop at this Farm — Denmark Vcsey and his party 
from town was to go there to the Farm to meet the 
negroes from the country— I solemnly declare as to 
being brought into this scrape; and that Perault is 
the one who enticed me into it — At the first meeting 
at Denmark Vesey's house, on the breaking up of the 
meeting Denmark said — u Friends you all throw in 
seven pence a piece, those who have got it, it is to 
make up for a friend to pay his wages to his master, 
before he went into the country to bring the people 
down. 

At the meeting at Denmark Vescy's the first time I 
was there, 1 saw a fat black fellow whom I think (vas 
Denmark's son, as he looked very much like Den- 
mark, had a full lace, that he could read, as he shew- 
ed Monday Ciell the large book on the table, and said 
to Monday, shewing him some of the leaf of the 
book, " see here, they are making real game at we" 
and Monday looked at the book and said nothing — 
Denmark took me a one side and said, ss w t c shan't 
be slaves to these damn rascals any longer. We 
must kill every one that we can get hold of, and drive 
the rest out of the city." iNo one was with me when 
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1 was requested by Charles (whom he calls Charles 
Drayton now) to go to the Farm at the Forks of the 
Roads ; when Charles set out to go there, he came 
from Monday Celt's house, met me, and carried me 
to Monday^ — Monday was to go with Charles to 
the Farm, but put it off on account of having a hog 
to kill, and said to Charles, let this friend go with 
you ; and 1 and Charles went to the Farm-— when 
we went to the Farm, Charles asked a negro woman 
on the [farm, if the old daddy was home, and she 
called hhn — this old daddy is an African, marked on 
both sides of his face— Charles took him in Use sta- 
ble, and also myself, and told him about the country 
negroes coming there, Lc. The fellow who helped 
me to carry the powder belonged to Bennett I think, 
because I have seen this man in Bennett's Blacksmith 
shop at the mill, years before this ■ Perault told me 
that they had two or three hundred bayonets made 1 
ready — Pcraolt is a Blacksmith— I believe Monday 
knows as well as Pcraolt where the arms and bayo- 
nets are — Monday said they were to have mounted 
horsemen— that many Draymen belonged to it who 
h$d horses- -at Denmark's house they all rose up and 
swore, lifting up the right hand, saying, " we will 
not tell if we arc found out, and if they kill us we 
will not tell on any one-" Denmark said ihey must 
all say so, and that they did say so* Denmark told 
me that lie gave the sword to Perault, and Perauk 
gave it to a man named Cpesar — I know no other 
Caesar but a Drayman named Caesar— Smith a tall 
negro, an African, who is an intimate acquaintance 
of Perault's, and who is often at the stable where Pe- 
rault keeps his horses— Perault told me that French 
negroes were amongst them— Denmark said coun- 
try born, Africans and all kinds joined — Monday and 
Perault appeared to be the intimate friends of Den- 
mark, he thought a heap of them — Denmark took 
the pistol for himself, it was given to him in his own 
hand — Those meetings were held at Denmark's 
house, where he had a black wife— two or three wo. 
mm were at the house ironing. 
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JOHN, a Negro Man, the Slave of Mr* J. L. Ens 
low, pleaded Guilty. — His owner, who was present, 
stated to the Court, that John was willing to make 
the only reparation in his power, for his conduct, 
and would reveal all the information he was in pos- 
sesion of relative to the insurrection. The Court in- 
formed John that he might state whatever he had to 
say, but as they would not make him any promise, 
he must not make confessions in hopes of pardon. — 
John said he would state all lie knew of the intended 
insurrection, and proceeded to make the following 
Confession : 

Monday Gel I lead me into it s and took nie to Ve- 
scy's — There was a large meeting — Vesey told the 
people, the meeting was to rise up and fight the white 
people for their liberty — we always went to Monday's 
house afterwards — Monday did all the writing. I 
heard that they were trying all round the country 
from Georgetown and Santee^round about to Combahee, 
to get people. Peter Poyas w as also there, he was 
one — Peter named Poyas' plantation where he went 
to meet — Bellisle Yates I have seen at the meetings, 
and Adam Yates, and Napfaur Yates, and Dean 
Mitchell, and Cresar Smith, and George a Stcvi- 
dore — At Vcsey's they wanted to make a collection 
to make pikes for the country people, but the men 
had then no money — Monday Gel! said Perault was 
one to get horses to send men into the country—-! 
heard that a Blacksmith was to make pikes — Jack 
M'Ncil is engaged- -I have seen thein all at Mon- 
day's — Jack said he was one and would try to get 
men— The plan was to take the Arsenal and Guard- 
Houses for arms, and not to fire the town unless they 
failed-— Monday was writing a letter to S(- Domingo 
to go by a vessel lying at Gibb's and Harper's Wharf 
—the letter was about the sufferings of the blacks, 
and to know if the people of St. Domingo would help 
them if they made an effort to free themselves — he 
was writing this letter in March, I am not certain of 
the time — Perault was present when Monday wrote 
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the lctteiyand also a Fainter named Prince Rightou 
— I have seen Pompey llaig at Monday's, but he 
peilber assented or dissented— Jerry Cohen was at 
Vesey's, and said to rue lie wan one— I heard frmn 
Vesey and Monday that they had engaged in en from 
the country — Peter Poyas said he had sent into the 
country to his brother to engage incn who woulft 
^end him an answer — A party was to attack the 
Guard-House and Arsenal— another the Arsenal oil 
the Neck — another to attack the Naval Store on 
Mey'e Wharf — another to attack ihc Magazine— an- 
other to tnect at Lightwood's Alley, and then try to 
cut off die Companies from meeting at their places 
of rendezvous— I belong to the African Congrega- 
tion — On Saturday, the loth June, a man was to be 
sent into the country to bring down the people, and 
Roila was to command (the country people from 
Ashley River) at the Bridge— Ned Bennett and John 
Horry to meet at Mr* Horry's corner, and Battean 
to come down with Vesey -$ party. 

The Court having used John as a witness in the 
subsequent trials, passed upon him the following sen- 
tence. u That he be imprisoned in the Work- 1 louse 
of Charleston, until his master, under the direction 
of the City Council of Charleston shall send him out 
of the limits of the United States, into which he is not 
to return under penalty of Death." 

The Tbul of WILLIAM, a Negro Man, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Job Palmer — His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE, 

Monday testified as follows : — William belongs 
to the association to rise against the whites— he and 
Vesey, and Jack Glen have been at my shop together 
— they were talking on this business, and he said he 
would do as much as any other man, and confessed 
he had joined — Vesey seemed to regard him as one 
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of his men, and to feel confidence in him — he and 1- 
were to be in the same band under Vcsey — he was 
often in iny shop talking on this business, and never 
shewed any disposition to be off— this was before the 
first execution* 

Cross Examined by Mr. Palmer — The time that 
Vesey, (lien and William was at rny shop, 'twas when 
Vesey said there was but one Minister who Preached 
the Gospel— sometimes he came to my shop alone — 
the first time he came in he asked for the news- 
paper — the first conversation he had was about the 
rising. 

Charles gave the following evidence :— William 
is engaged in the Insurrection— he said to Vcsey in 
Monday's shop that Vesey must not think that he 
would not fight ; that he would fight as well an an- 
other—I met him opposite to the Circular Church, 
on Dr. Simons' step, and he then said then it was a 
shame they should allow the men lo be hanged ; that 
he was ready to join in rescuing them from the gal- 
lows—this was the Sunday previous to Vesey's being 
hanged, about % o'clock t i\ m. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. Palmer— I knew him 
long before — I met him just after William Paul was 
taken up at Vesey's. 

See Monday Cell's confession, in which he says, 
that William promised Vcsey to enlist as many men 
as he could. 

The Court unanimously found William Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

[Note. His Excellency the Governor has pardon- 
ed William, upon condition that his Master trans* 
ports him beyond the limits of the United States.] 

The trial of SEYMOUR, a Negro Man, belong- 
ing to Mr. William F, Kunhardt— His owner atten- 
ding. 
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EVIDENCE. 

Perault testified as follows : — 1 met Seymour 
once at Monday's with Smart Anderson, where he 
acknowledged he was one to rise, and that he be- 
longed to Monday's Company— -1 met him afterwards 
at the Exchange, where we talked of this business, 
and he was as much one as myself. 

Monday gave the following evidence:— Seymour 
is one in this business— he brought to my shop about 
two months ago a racoon skin to make a enp of, and 
he then agreed to join us- he and Joe Joreare particu- 
lar friends---! met him afterwards in Meeting-street* 
where he again said he was willing. 

The Court unanimously found Seymour Guilty,, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death; but re- 
commended to the Governor that he should be par- 
doned upon condition that he be transported out of 
the limits of the United States, 

The Trial of NAPHUR ADAM and BELLISLE, 
three Negro Men, belonging to the Estate of Joseph 
Yates deceased — Jacob Axson, Esq, attending as 
their Counsel. 

EV1DENCE- 

Perault testified as follows : — Bcllisle or Blarney- 
was engaged in this business. I met him at Crafts 7 
North wharf— this was the first meeting — the second 
meeting was at the corner of the scale house, on 
Smith's wharf — he told me that the night the blacks 
were to rise, he would engage the people of Mr, 
Yates to sleep with himself atlMr. Mitchell's, w here 
his people slept on Smith's wharf, where they would 
commence the fight. Adam and Naphur met at B ulk- 
ley's farm where wc met on this business; where 
were Vesey, Monday, Charles and Smart — J there 
told them they had done the worst thing they could 



do to engage these people, for that all Charleston 
would know it noxt day — the rope-walk people got 
t v em to join — Adam and Naphur there acknowledged 
they had joined — On the 16th 1 saw Adam in the 
street, when he said he was going up the road to 
meet the Country and Neck people, where lie inten^ 
cted to remain that night, and come down with those 
people, 

Bel lisle belongs to the African Church ; they air 
all Africans, 

Cross-Examined by Mr* Axson — Naphur and 
Adam came up to the Farm about 12 o'clock in the 
day on Sunday, and stayed there 'till 4 o'clock — 
this was a Sunday in May — every man in the house 
agreed to join to rise against die whites — the meet- 
ing was for this express purpose — After Peter Foyas 
and the others were convicted, Belli sle and I came 
out of the shop together to talk on this business, and 
I said we must rise and not let these people be han- 
ged, and he said yes, we must do so ; this was after 
he said tome he would get the people to sleep at Mr. 
MitchclPs shop on 16th June, when they were to 
rise — Adam told me that Charles Drayton had told 
him to go up the road on die ltith June, and stay 
there until the alarm was given, then come down 
with the Neck and Country people — Adam and Na- 
phur came up to the Farm together — the Sunday 
was about the mid (He of May. 

Charles gave the following evidence: — Naphur, 
Adam and Bel lisle arc all in this business — I met 
Adam and Naphur at Bui ^ ley's Farm, where we 
met on this business, and where they acknowledged 
that their hearts were in this business— Bellisle 1 met 
in the streets, were he told me he belonged to it — I 
have also met him often at Monday's, where he talk- 
ed of it, he said he was one of the army, and ready 
and willing to go out. 

Cross- Examined by Mr, Axsou — Napur and Adam 
at the Farm, said when the rising commenced they 
were ready*— Vescy was there and spoke to the whole, 
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ttnd alf who agreed to rise against the whites were to 
hold up their hands, and Naphur and Adam held tip 
theirs with the others. 

John, Mr. Enslow's Slave, testified as follows : — 
I know the prisoners ; they are as much in the plot 
as 1 am, and I am in the piot — I have met them all 
at Monday's — Adam gave to Monday a knife to 
make a scabbard for it, which he intended to use as 
a dagger, the knife was such a one as the Riflemen 
wear — 1 have heard Naphur at Monday's agree to 
join — I belong to Monday's company — fid I isle said 
he was m it — Adam and I have often spoken on the 
same subject— we all agreed to rise against the whites 
and fight for our freedom, 

Cross-Examined — I saw Adam deliver the knife 
to Monday, and say make a scabbard if this will do 
— we all agreed at Monday's to join. 

Monday gave the testimony following : — The pri- 
soners were in the habit of coming into my shop 
to talk on this business — J first met Naphur and 
Adam at IMktey's Farm — Adam brought to me a 
long knife to make a scabbard for it, which he inten- 
ded to use in the business — they belonged to my side 
whidi wasVescy's division — I delivered him after- 
wards the knife, 

Cross-Examined by Mr. Axson — Naphur was but 
once in my shop — Bellisle and Adam often at the 
Farm — Denmark Vesey explained his plan to ail pre- 
sent, and on the proposition to agree, all assented — 
I met Naphur once at Bulkley's Farm, where as well 
as at my shop he expressly agreed to join* 

[Note. Two other witnesses were ready to be pro- 
duced aga'mst the prisoners, but the Court thought it 
unnecessary to examine them, as they could not tes- 
tify to any new facts, 

The Court unanimously found Naphur, Adam ? 
and Beliisle Guitrr, and passed upon them the sen- 
tence of De.ath. 
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The Trial of DUBLIN, a Negro Man, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Thomas Morris— Mr. C. G. Morris at- 
tending. 

EVIDENCE. 

Ferault testified as follows :— Dublin said tome 
that Wm. Garner had engaged him to join against 
the whites— he belongs to the African Church, 

Chahles testified as follows:— Dublin told me one 
day he heard of it but thai was all 

The Court unanimously found Dublin Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death* but re- 
commended to the Governor to pardon him upon 
condition that he be transported out of the limits of 
the United States. 

The Trial of CHARLES, a Negro Man, be- 
longing to Mr. Samuel Billings— His owner atten- 
ding. 

EVIDENCE. 

John testified as follows :— Charles belongs to this 
business — we spoke on it at Monday's — he said that 
when we were ready he would come out and join 
us — I m ct him twice at Monday's, and both times he 
sa id go — After Peter was taken up, 1 met him on 
Edmonstou's Wharf, and he .said the people were 
beginning to be frightened, and wc had better say as 
Utile as possible about it. 

Pera alt's evidence was as follows : — I met him 
at Monday's where 1 heard him say he was a horse- 
man — I heard him say he was ready and willing. 

Monday gave the following evidence He told 
me once that William Gamer had spoke to him about 
a horse, but I don't know that he was one of us— he 
was frequently at my shop to get harness mended, 
and he there conversed on this subject, and he ap- 
peared willing to join, and said he had joined. 
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Charles testified as follows: — I have met him of- 
ten, and he acknowledged he was one — Jack Glenn 
he said was to have slept at his master's Livery Sta- 
bles the night of the rising, to assist in saddling the 
horses for the company* 

[Note* Other witnesses were ready to testify to 
the same effect, but it was thought unnecessary to 
examine them as they would testify to no new fact, 

Mr. Billings testified to Charles 5 general good 
character. 

The Codrt unanimously found Charles Guiltf, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 



The Trial of PRINCE a Negro Man, the pro- 
perty of Miss Righton— Mr. Joseph Rigluon, atten- 
ding. 

EVIDENCE. 

John testified as follows I have seen Prince in 
Monday's shop when Monday was reading the letter 
to St* Domingo— He must have heard Monday— 
The brother of the steward of the vessel who was to 
carry the letter to St. Domingo, was a General as I 
understand in St* Domingo, 

Monday gave the evidence following:— I can't 
say that Prince was engaged— he came once to ray 
shop and then agreed to join, but I have not seen him 
since, and as he did not come back to say whether he 
would continue so or not, 1 therefore did not put his 
name down to the list— This was long before the 
16fh June—I then read the list of names to him, but 
not the letter to St Domingo—there were three 
other persons there. 

Cross-Examined by Mr, Righton— he came there 
without any appointment 
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Monday's shop, but don't know any thing against 
him, 

HarHy stated that he knew nothing against Prince. 

The Court unanimously found Prince Not Guilty 
— but suggested to his owner to send him away 

The Trial of PETER, an elderly Negro Man, 
belonging to Mrs. Cooper- -Capt. Sears Hubbellj 
^tending. 

EVIDENCE* 

John testified as follows I have tiiet Peter at 
Monday's, where he signified his consent, and said 
he was willing to join ; this was about two months 
ago. 

Monday gave the following evidence peter said 
he would join— -I met him once at Vcscy's, and he 
there said by word of mouth that he was willing to 
join; this was previous to the 16th June; (the pri- 
soner is a Guinea Negro)- -he has passed my shop 
driving his cart, but did nqt come in* 

Perault, testified as follows : — Vesey told me to 
tell Peter he warned to see him ; I told him and ho 
said he would go, and did go ; but 1 did not know 
what passed there ; 1 don't know that he agreed ; 
I came out of Vescy's and left, him there ; Vesey sent 
me to him on this business ; I only delivered my 
message. 

Cross-Examined by Capt Hubbell— At Veseys I 
met Monday there too. 

Mr, Hubbell deposed that Peter has borne a good 
character, and is an inoffensive man. 

The Court unanimously found Peter Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of death ; but in con-* 
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stderatian of his age, recommended to the Governed 
to pardon him u^un condition that he he transpor- 
ted out of the limits of the United States. 

[Note, His Excellency the Governor has pardon- 
ed Peter on condition of his receiving twenty lashes. 

Thr Trial of GEORGE, a Negro Man, the pro- 
perly of Mr. Bampfield — His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE. 

John testified as follows :— I met George at Mon- 
day's, where lie said, thar if all the men in the room 
was of one mind, he would make a remark- -they 
Said we are ; he then said, 1 have spoken to two 
men who agreed, and mentioned their names; when 
Monday said for God sake let them alone or they will 
betray us ; (the prisoner on being asked if he belon- 
ged to the African Church said, I did belong to the 
African Church, but they turned me out for keeping 
a girl) 

Monday's evidence was as follows :• — George was 
once In my shop ; the conversation related by John 
Enslow did not take place; every day there were 
numbers hi my shop on this business ; he was often 
in my shop* 

PuRAUt/r testified as follows : — 1 met George 
ance at Monday's ; George did agree to join as much 
as I did; I did not hear him say any thing about 
engaging two men to join; this meeting was expressly 
on this business ; 1 met him afterwards in the Market, 
when he said the Guards were too strong* let the 
business lay still ; I have not talked to him since any 
one was taken up on this business* 

Charles testified as follows :-- -Monday told me 
that George was one. 

The Court unanimously found George Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death ; but re- 
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commended to the Governor to pardon him upon 
condition that he be sent out of the limits of the Uni- 
ted States. 

The Trial of JEMMY, a Negro Man, belonging 
to Mrs, Clement — Histfto young Masters present 

evidence- 
Monday testified as follows : — Jem my is engaged 
in this business ; he belongs to my company, and he 
agreed in my shop ; he said he would like to know 
when this business would begin, as he had engaged 
some people in the country where his wife lived, and 
he would have to bring them down ; he has often 
come to my shop and held conversations on this sub- 
ject, and confessed be was willing and had joined. 

Perault gave the following evidence : — I saw 
Jemmy at Monday's — he knew of it before me, for 
at that lime he was talking on this business, and it 
was the first time 1 had be:ard of it — he was one — he 
was willing — he belongs to the African Church, 

Charles testified as follows : — Jemmy told me 
himself in Monday^ shop, that he was one — he one 
day brought to me on the Market Wharf two or 
three men, who he said had agreed to join, and be- 
longed to the country — these men said they had join- 
ed* and were to carry the news into the coun- 
try, (Jemmy has a wife at Mrs, Moore's, in St. 
Thomas' Parish) — this was after Peter was taken 
up, but before his execution. 

The Court unanimously found Jemmy Guilts 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

The Thial of JEHRY ? a Negro Man, the Slave 
of Mr, M. Cohen* 
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EV1DEKCE* 

John testifies as follows; — I met Jerry at Vesey*s, 
and at Monday's — He agreed and said he was one, 
and joined in die object of the meeting, which was 
to plan measures against the whites — we have often 
spoken on this business — at Vesey 5 s where we met* 
were present, Monday, Charles, Rolla, Ned, Perault, 
Batteau, Smart, and J$ck Glenn, and near 30 men in 
■all they then handed round the hat to make collec- 
tions to purchase pikes; they were to be provided with 
dark lanterns to enter stores for arms ; — Vesey 
said one hundred Pikes were made by a black man 
who worked by himself ; they also wanted money 
to pay that black man's wages to his mistress ; after 
Vesey was taken I was afraid to speak on the sub- 
ject. 

Monday gave the evidence following ; — Jerry was- 
often in my shop, and confessed he was one ; his 
name was on my list with his consent; 1 did not meet 
him at Vesey^s ; he said when we were consulting 
who shonld take a lead, said he would be a leader; 
he was not there when money was collected to pro- 
cure lanterns ; I did not go to the meeting that night 
'till eight o'clock* 

Perault testified as follows : —Jerry was at Ve- 
sey 's when they made a collection; I am not certain, 
but think that Monday was present; he Monday 
was there ; John Enslow was -Iso there ; the collec- 
tion was for purchasing spears ; Jerry did say we 
had better stop this business, but still he was willing 
to go on if we went on. 

The Court unanimously found Jerry Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death- 

The Trial of DEAN, a Negro Man belonging to 
Mr. J as, Mitch ell — His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE* 

Perault testified as follows : — I have seen Dean 
$t Vesey's, where he agreed as much as njyself : -w* 
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met purposely to make a collection for spears — I 
heard him say he had joined, and no one would be 
allowed to enter that house if he was not one— He 
belongs to the African Church* 

Cross-examined by Mr. Mitchell — John Enslotv 
summoned him to attend the meeting. 
John testified as follows: 

I first told Dean about it— he told me afterwards 
he saw the thing was going on well, and he was 
glad of it I asked him if he would like to go to 
Vesey's meetings, and he said yes, and went with me. 
He pur in money at Vescy's, I saw him do it ; Jack 
Glenn handed the hat. round — wc afterwards eon- 
versed, and he was always of the same mind. He 
was on the night of the rising to meet at Vesey's, and 
march down with his party. 

Monday confirmed Joint's testimony as far as it 
relates to Dean's meeting at Vcscy's and as to what 
passed there* 

The Court unanimously found Dean Guiltv t 
and passed upon the sentence of Death. 

Tmz Trial of ISAAC, a Negro Man, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Wro. Harth. His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE. 

Mommy testified as follows :-— Isaac was engaged 
in this business ; he told me so himself. After Min- 
go was taken up, he told me, that Mingo would get 
clear if Edwin Paul did not testify against him. He 
said also, that he belonged to the horse company. 
Mingo told me that his brother was one too. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Harth— T conversed with 
him directly after Mingo was taken up. 

William testified that Edwin did positively say, 
all Mr. Harth ? s people were engaged in it. 

Charles testified that Monday told him Isaac was 
engaged- 
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The Court unanimously found Isaac Guilty, and 
passed upon the sentence of Death ; but recom- 
mended to the Governor to pardon him upon con- 
dition that he be sent out of tin: limits of the United 

States. 

The Trial of JOHN a Negro Man belonging to 
Mrs* Taylor.— Mr, James Dmininond attending. 

evidences, 

CflAftLES testified as follows : — John told me one 
Monday morning, previous to the 16tb of June, that 
all the horses were ready, but the patrol was so vi- 
gilant, they could not come out. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Drummond— I understood 
the horses to be intended for the insurrection* This 
conversation took place at my master's gate— -he was 
as willing as myself and lie did not refuse, I only 
conversed with him but once, and then he told me 
the horses were ready for the insurrection. William 
Garner told me that John was engaged in this af- 
fair. 

The Court unanimously found John Not Guilty, 
but suggested to his owner to send him away, Mr* 
prummund gave John an excellent character. 

The Trial of PIERRE LEWIS, a Negro Man, 
the Slave of Mr. Chappeau — His owner attending. 

EVIDENCE. 

Charles, testified as follows : On Sunday, when 
the Guards were out, Pierre Lewis told me that 
something serious would happen, but that I was a 
country born, and he was afraid to trust mc— This 
was on the IGth June. 

The Court unanimously found Pierre Lewis No? 
Guilty, and discharged him, 
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The Trial of JACK, a Negro Man, belonging to 
Mr. Neil M 4 Neil.— Mr- M'Kcuzic his owner's Co- 
partner, attending. 

evidence. 

Monday testified as follow* :— Jack belongs to 
this conspiracy, and with his consent 1 placed him on 
my list He has been frequently at my shop, where 
Denmark Vesey has often seen him ; but he was ne- 
ver at my shop at any appointed meeting — lie came 
here about 7 years of age from Africa, and belongs 
to the African Church— He is one of my company. 

Chare es testified as follows: — I have met Jack 
at Monday's several times, and heard him in his pre- 
sence acknowledge that he belonged to this conspi- 
racy. After the execution of the first six, Jack ap- 
peared to be alarmed, and to regret that he had joined. 
We had several conversations and he always ap- 
peared to exhibit the same feelings. 

Perault said I know the prisoner, but not that 
he is engaged, 

Joh$ testified as follows : I have seen Jack often 
in Monday's shop and he has acknowledged in his 
presence and mine, that he had joined ; he has spoken 
to me often on the subject in the streets, and was al* 
ways willing. 

The Court unanimously found Jack Getilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death, 

The Trial of CESAR, a Negro Man belonging 
to Mrs. Smith — Mr. M'Dow attending for his owner, 

evidence. 

John testified as follows : — Caesar is engaged and 
confessed it to me ; J have often seen him at Mon- 
day's --he is a native of Africa and belongs to the 
African Church— he told me sometimes in the street 



161 



he was engaged* After the execution of Vesey he 
appeared fearful of the consequences. 

Cross-examined by M* M'Dow — I saw him twice 
at Monday's before the 16th of June and once after. 

Monday's evidence was as follows : — Caesar was 
one of the party, and 1 placed his name on my list — 
He was always willing to join, there was no man 
more so, 

Cross- examined by Mr. M'Dow~He engaged some 
time before the affair was discovered— he was as 
zealous as myself— he was at my shop often. 

Charles testified as follows : — Caesar acknow- 
ledged to me at Monday's, that he was engaged, and 
also several times in the street* 

Cross-examined by Mr. M'Dow— I saw him after 
the execution of Vesey, and he appeared of the same 
mind. 

The Prisoner, admitted, in his defence, that he 
had frequent conversations on this subject with the 
witness, but denied that he had joined. 

The Court unanimously found Caesar Guilty, 
and passed upon him the sentence of Death, 

TttE Trial of PRINCE GRAHAM, a free black 
man — Mr, Jones attending as his friend, 

EVIDENCE. 

Monday testified as follows : — Prince Graham is 
engaged in this conspiracy and belongs to Wiliiain 
Garner's company— lie acknowledged he belonged 
to it, but did not wish co have his name down, as 
he was a free man. He confessed he belonged to 
William Garner's Company — he was not at my 
shop, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jones— he said he had 
a long one, a horseman's sword provided for this pur- 



162 



post— He belonged to the cavalry and was one of 
the African Church. He never was with Denmark 
Vesey or attended any of die meetings — he told 
me he was to be an officer, William Garaer had 
made him one. 

Ceiarles gave the following evidence — Monday 
and myself met Prince Graham one night corning 
out of Di\ Ramsay's yard with Quash Harleston — 
He said that he was as willing as any body. After 
Morrk Brown had returned from the North, lie said 
he did not wish much to do with it us he was a free 
man, and had denied it to Morris Brown, who in- 
quired if he was one — this was after Peter was ta- 
ken up — Morris Brown returned before the 16th of 
June, 

Frank testified as follows: — Vesey called at die 
house of Prince Graham one day in my company, 
and was informed by his wife that he was not at 
home. 1 afterwards met him and lie asked why Ve- 
sey had called on him— I said to go into the country — 
lie replied I cannot go, m 1 have nothing to do with 
this conspiracy — this wn$ I think before the 16th of 
June* 

Pekaui.t evidence was as follows ; — I only con- 
versed with Prince Graham once in company with 
Quash llarlestou, when he said, if Monday had told" 
him of it a little sooner he would have joined; but 
now he. had not time to prepare himself for it — this 
was at. Prileau's Wharf 

Prince Graham** Statement and Defence. 

I met William Garner who to!d me he held a com- 
mission in the horse, and iff would join, he would 
resign in my favour ; which I refused to do— when 
in New- York, 1 first learn't that Denmark Vesey and 
others were to be hung for an attempt to raise an In- 
surrection* As I had been spoken to and asked to 
join in this before I left Charleston, I considered well 
whether I had ever said or done $ny tiling which 
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could bring me into trouble ifl returned; but as I 
could not reproach myself with having done so, I 
thought I need not tear to come on. As I was a free 
man, and could have stayed in New- York if I pleased, 
] certainly would not have been such a fool as to run 
myself into such danger if I was in any way engaged 
in the plot. 

The Couar found Prince Graham Guilty, and 
passed upon liim the following sentence : — " That 
he be imprisoned in the Work - House of Charleston 
for one month, anil then be transported by sea out 
of the State of South-Carolina, by the first oppor- 
tunity, into which he is not to return under penalty 
of death," 

The prisoner at his own request, was transported 
to Africa on board of a vessel which sailed from 
Charleston. 

The Trial of BILL Y, a Negro Man, the proper- 
ty of Mr. Robinson — William Crafts, Esq. attending 
as his Counsel. 

EVIDENCE, 

Peraclt, testified as follows :— Billy was engaged 
In this business. On the 16th of June he and 1 went 
to Vesey *s in the afternoon. This day he said we . 
must raise to day, nothing must put it back* We 
there met Gullah Jack and Tom Russell— Smart An- 
derson got him to join. 1 met him afterwards, on 
Sunday at his own house. Billy agreed as much as 
myself. 

He, at his house, which was after Vesey and others 
were taken said, Jack would get more men, and 
then we would rise. Wc there spoke of rescuing 
Vesey and the others, and Billy agreed — he is an 
African. 

Cross-examined by Mr, Crafts — We stopped first at 
Monday's and then went to Vesey V-on the day of 
the execution, on the Bay, Billy asked me what I was 
y 
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doing there — why I was not on the green to get mem 
to rescue those to be hung- 

The Prisoners Defence. — Mr, Davenport, Mr. 
Crafts, Mr. Tyler and Mr. Davis testified to Bil- 
ly's good character. 

Mr- Tyler deposed as follows :— I believe that Pe- 
rault was one of those who were speaking with Billy 
before my door. At another time, within a few days 
Perault took away in his dray from before my store 
some damaged corn sold him by Billy, I have pow- 
der in cannisters in my store, which Billy might have 
stolen if he choose so to do, but 1 have not missed 
any, 

Mrs. Miller deposed as follows—I live in a house 
in Elliott-street, there arc two rooms on a floor— the 
first occupied by Mr, Howe, the back by me. Billy 
occupies a room above my kitchen, and no one can 
go into his room without passing through my kitchen; 
I never saw Peraulr go into Billyh room, or in my 
yard. Billy has lived in that room for three years. 

Mr. Miller, Mr, J. W. Howe, T. Dexter and Mrs, 
Mitchell, say, says (Mr. Crafts) that neither of them 
ever saw Perauh in Billy's house. 

Peraqlt was called back by Mr. Crafts and examin- 
ed as co Billy's rcsideiice, which he described exactly 
as Mrs. Miller had done. 

Smart, belonging to Mr, Anderson, was examined 
on behalf of the Slate and testified as follows Bil- 
Icy was engaged in this business — Caesar Smith said 
to use in Billy's presence, that Billy had joined, Bil- 
ley told me that he was willing to take a part three 
or four days after this — he told me after that, that he 
was one. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Crafts — 1 did not tell Pe- 
rauh 1 had got Billy to join, but that Caesar had. 

Re-examined — 1 have never been at Billy's house. 

The Court unanimously found Billy Guilty, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death. 
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[A r <rfe.— His Excellency the Governor has pardon- 
ed Billy, upon condition, that his master transport 
him beyond the limits of the United States. 



The Trial of JOHN VINCENT, a Negro Man 
belonging to Mr. Cruckshanks — Mr. Corn hill, one 
of the firm of B. Parish & Co. which had for some 
time hired him attending. 

evidence* 

Mojnda? testified as follows :— John told me him- 
self he had joined in this business — this was in my 
shop— 1 frequently conversed with him on this sub* 
ject — he once belonged to the African Church — be- 
fore the 16th June he told me he had a mould, and 
that he was making balls — this was about three 
weeks before the 16th — after the 16th he said hg 
was ready still, 

Cross- Examined by Mr. Cornhill — He said ho 
would give me some bullets ; he said his master, 
that he was staying with, was going to the North on 
Monday, the 18th, and if he would go on Saturday 
before, 'twould be better. 

Charles gave the following evidence : — I have 
often talked with John in Monday's shop on this 
subject, where he said he wag willing ; he was one ; 
and belonged to the horse company;! have seen him 
at Monday's three or four times ; he said the gentle- 
man he was staying with wanted him to go to the 
North, but he said he wanted to stay and see the 
frolic over first. 

Cross Examined by Mr* Corohill — I think it was 
in his own room in an Alley from Church- street, viz, 
Elliott-street, that he told me about his master; this 
was the Sunday afternoon before Vcscy was execu- 
ted, (30th June) — Mr. Corn hill states that the pri- 
soner did live in Elliott-street. 
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Mr. Corkiiill gave to the prisoner the very best 
character. 

Mr. Ker Boyce, deposed as follows ; — Ker Boyce 
sworn ; 1 went to iX Parish on Saturday, 1&th June, 
who was going to the North on Monday ; Mr. Parish 
asked John what was the matter, that he looked as 
if he had losscd his mother ? John's looks then were 
such, that after 1 heard of this affair next day, I could 
not but think thai John was concerned, I advised 
Mr, Parish to question him about it. 

The Court unanimously found John Vincent 
G m ltv, and passed upon him the sentence of 
Death. 

{Note. His Excellency the Governor has pardon- 
ed John Vincent, upon condition that his Master 
transport him beyond the limits of the United 
States.] 

The Trial of JACOB STAGG, a Mulatto Man, 
the slave of Mr, J. Lancaster. — His owner and 
Joseph Clark, Esq. his Counsel, attending, 

EVIDENCE* 

Perault testified as follows : — Jacob and I talked 
together about April last in Monday's shop on this 
business, and 1 found that he knew of it before me ; 
Smart Anderson and George Walker were there, 
On 15th June, we talked together near Fli nil's 
Church, where I told him that Vesey said, to-mor- 
row the people would come from the country, and 
we must rise; and he agreed to do so; I have met 
him frequently at Monday's. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. Clark— At Monday's 
shop on a rainy day he said he was engaged in the; 
business, and belonged to the foot company ; near 
Flinirs Church he said he was ready, it tons agreed 
to rise in July at Jirst, as at that time the white peo- 
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pie go to th& North and to Suttivatfs Island^ and the 
City would then he thin of mm ; but in consequence 
of the first arrest of Peter Poyas, it was altered and 
fixed for the 16th June ; Monthly told me in his shop 
in Jacob's presence, that he Jacob had joined, 

Monday gave the following evidence: — Jacob 
agreed to join with ray company in my shop; he 
asked me for a sword, and when I said I had none 
to give him, he said, that lie would get a scythe and 
make a sword out of it; Vesey had met him at my 
shop and talked with him on this business ; lie some- 
times came to my shop and always said lie was ready 
and willing ; lie first came to ray shop about four 
months ago when it was cold weather; one rainy 
day he was a long time in my shop talking on this 
business, when he said he was engaged in painting 
the house ; there were there several persons present ; 
he said he would be ready when they rose* * 

Crows Examined by Mr. Clark — I don't remem- 
ber that I told any one that he had joined ; Vcscy 
mentioned his plans and arrangements, and what he 
was going to do, &e. in Jacob's presence ; Jacob 
frequented rny shop ? and 1 have known him for four 
G r five years. 

Charles testified as follows: — I have seen Jacob 
at Monday's when Vesey was there, but don't know 
that he had joined ; I went out of the shop and left 
them talking ; he said he was tired of paying wages. 

Cross- Examined by Mr. Clark— I have known of 
this about tno months. 

Mr. Lancaster and Mr. Whitjney gave Jacob a 
good character, and so did Mr, Stag a. 

Jacob had a wife at Dr. Ramsay's, and was always 
at home at night. 

The Pais one a stated that Monday read daily the 
newspapers, and told him that Congress was going, 
to set them free; alluding to the Missouri question he 
said j to hear about that carried him to Mondays. 
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The Court unanimously found Jacob Stagg 
Coilty, and passed upon him the sentence of Dlaihn 

T-i i&f9|tttc r- 

The Trial of SAM, a Negro Man, belonging 
to Mr. Henry Barnstjle — His owner's friend, Mr. 
Wads worth attending. 

EVIDENCE, 

Ferault testified that Sam agreed to join, and 
we have often talked together about it ; he often said 
be was one and was ready. 

The Court, as they placed great reliance on Pe- 
raults veracity, unanimously found Sain Guilty, and 
passed upon him the following sentence, " That he 
be imprisoned in the Work-House of Charleston, un- 
til his master, under the direction of the City Coun- 
cil of Charleston* shall send him out of the limits of 
tbe United States, into which he is not to return un- 
der penalty of Death* 

The Trial nfTGM, a Negro Man, the property of 
Mr* Wm. ML Scott — His owner attending* 

EVIDENCE. 

Monday testified as follows: — I told Tom of the 
business, and he joined ; he was often at my shop 
talking on this business ; he was willing ; had joined, 
and said he w^as making ready ; he was of the same 
mind after ifw 16th June; he belongs to the African 
Church, 

Cross-Exatnined by Mr, Scott— It is about three 
months since ] spoke to him about it ; the first time 
it was fixer! to commence on the second Sunday in 
July, and Vesey afterwards altered it to the 16th 
June. 

Perault gave the following evidence : — Tom told 
me he was engaged in this business with his own 
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Hioufh, and was willing; he told me the day that 
Monday was taken of the circumstance and said* 
the more we stand stilly the more of us will be taken ; 
he belonged to Monday's company- 
Charles testified as follows:— I have heard Tom and 
Monday often in Monday's shop talking on this bu- 
siness, and heard him assent to the business; he spoke 
boldly, 

Mr. Hart ii stated that the prisoner had a wife in 
his yard, and fapre a good character ; I have exam- 
ined his trunk but found no arms. 

The Court unanimously found Tom Guilt?, and 
passed upon him the sentence of Death. 

The trtai of DENBOW, a Negro Man, the slave 
of Mr, J. N. Martin — His owner and Win. Crafts ? 
Esq. sis his Counsel attending* 

EVIDENCE, 

Monday testified as follows : — Denbow's name 
was on niy list ; he agreed to join about three months 
ago; Vcscy has met him and spoke to him in my 
shop as one of his men ; he was often at my shop ; 
after Peter was taken up he said he was just as much 
for it as ever ; he told me that Stephen Smith told 
liiiri he belonged to one of the party ; none ever 
told me to put their names down on my list, but those 
who positively agreed, I put their names down my- 
self. 

Prisoner did belong to the African Church, but now 
to the Lutheran. 

Perault testified as follows : — I met Denbow at 
Monday's, speaking about this business, about two 
or three months ago, where he said, that so many per- 
sons were knowing of this business, we had better let 
it alone, 

Charles Drayton testified that he had met Den- 
bow at Monday's, but don't know any thing against 
him in reference to this business, 
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Mr, Martin stated that Denbow bore a good cha- 
racter. 

The Court unanimously found Denbow Guilty, 
and passed upon him the following sentence 
*■ That be be imprisoned in the Work-House of 
Charleston until his master, under th* direction of 
the City Council of Charleston, shall send him out 
of the limits of the United States^ into which he is 
not to return under the penalty of Death, 



Upon GEORGE, BILLY, PERAULT, FRANK, 
and JOHN, who hud pleaded Guilty, and had been 
used as witnesses, the Court passed the following 
sentence ; — " That they be imprisoned in the Work- 
House of Charleston until their masters, under the 
direction of the City Council of Charleston shall send 
thera out of the limits of the United States, into which 
they are not to return under penalty of Death. 

Examination of Billy, taken a day or two after 
his arrest — The first meeting was at Mr* Thayer's 
farm— one Sunday morning ! joined them there, but 
did not learn what was donetherei and I left them— 
After that, they came to Mr* BuIkhVs farm— this was 
in April. At that meeting there were Adam Robert- 
son, Robert Robertson and John Robert son , Dick 
Simms, and Pollvdore Faber. — At that meeting they 
were consuming about the means of rising against 
the whites — Gullah Jack was present, he came in 
company with Adam ami Robert — they roasted a 
fowl, and ear n half raw, as mi evidence of union — 
Robert and Gullah Jack were the principal men. — 
One day I met Adam, on my return from Market, 
and he requested me to hide a jug of powder, and 
f refused to do so* At another meeting, before the 
J 6th June, at which the following persons were pre- 
sent, viz Adam, Robert, Pollydore, John Robert- 
son, Dick Simms, and Gullah Jack* A pistol was 
exhibited, and every one tried to fire it, but no one 
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could discharge it, h"t Dick Sim iris* Thosfe, in 
whose hands it could im go off, were considered as 
safe. Charles Dray tun told me, that the place of 
meeting for the draymen was to be the farm of Mr. 
Payne— and Charles also informed mc, that they 
wished to put their horses in my master's farm, which 
I refused — Charles afterwards told mo, that the 
plot wjis discovered, and that the blacks must remain 
quiet, mitil the whites were off their guard— Robert 
called and gave me the same caution that Adam had 
done. Peter Poyas and others, whom I know not, 
came to the farm, on the night of the 27th of April, 
about 8 o'clock, P ft], and sung and prayed until 
day light— before this time, I asked Robert who was 
the principal man, he said Uullah Jack — I then 
asked him, if there were no others ; he said that 
Guiiah J tick had gone to Father Morris, (Morris 
Brown) to ask him, whether he would sanction the 
insurrection, and Morris Brown replied, if you can 
get men go on, but don't mention my name, 1 am 
going shortly to the North — and I shall hear there, 
what you are about. 

Will Bee, told Peter Ward, who mentioned it to 
me, that all the draymen, without exception, would 
be light-horsemen, Polly dure belonging to Mrs-Faber, 
hid more than twenty poles, about 10 feet long, on 
Mr* Bulkley's farm, under the house, Polly d ore said 
that Hubert would come, and I supposed, that he 
was coming to fix something at the end of the poles t 
as Polly dure had said, that Robert was coming, — 
Robert came in the afternoon and said that it was 
useless, as the business was discovered. 

There was a number of other persons charged with 
the same offence and arraigned by the Court, but 
the evidence against them being thought insufficient 
they were discharged without being put upon their 
trials. 

On Friday the 25th July the Court Adjourned? 
sine die t ha v ing disposed of every case before them 
after a session of nearly six weeks. 

z 
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T&efoUoteing account of ike Trials before the second Court, was 
politely furnished by one of tin Members ? — 

IN CONSEQUENCE of the DISSOLUTION 
of the Court over which Lionel II. Kennedy, and 
Thomas Parker, Esq'rs. Presided, a new Court 
was organized for the trial of William Gamer, who 
had recently been apprehended in Columbia, and 
brought to Charleston, and of such other slaves as 
might be brought before them. 

The CotfKT met accordingly, and consisted of the 
following Gentlemen, viz: 



After a free interchange of sentiments, the Mem- 
bers of this Court were unanimously of opinion* 
that with respect to capital punishments, enough had 
been done by way of example, in relation to this con- 
spiracy, and that where the Court might feel them- 
selves compelled by the weight of the evidence to 
convict, they would punish the offenders by banish- 
ment, and that they would only inflict capital punish* 
ment where the criminal should appear to have been 
a leader, or where his case was distinguished by very 
peculiar circumstances — Fourteen persons were tried 
by this Court — of these six were acquitted, and eight 
found Guilty — of the latter seven were sentenced to 
transportation beyond the limits of the United States, 
and one (William Garner) was sentenced to death 
and suffered accordingly. The case of William Gar- 
ner was one which, in the unanimous opinion of the 
Court came within the rule established by them, It 
was fully proved that he was a leader, on whom 
much reliance was placed ; he was to have headed a 
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party of the horse, and agreed to enlist men for that 
service among the Draymen — He slated to the wit- 
ness that he had niade some progress in thai service, 
and when his fears were excited on account of the 
detection of the conspiracy, lie did not seern disposed 
to abandon the cnterprize, though he offered to give 
op to another his command in the horse. It was 
fully proved that Garner had entered heartily into 
the scheme, and was very earnest in bis enquires 
about the extent of the preparations. The Court ha- 
ving resolved to put no questions to any of the pri- 
soners which might induce tliem to criminate them- 
selves, of course did not question Gamer, but on the 
evidence against Ixim being closed, and on his coun- 
sel declaring thai he had nothing to urge in his de- 
fence, the prisoner requested that he might be per- 
mitted to speak for himself, This being granted, he 
spoke with great fluency for nearly half an hour, and 
made a defence, which for ingenuity, would have 
done honor to an educated man. Finding that four 
witnesses , separately examined,)md concurred in estab- 
lishing facts which must lead irresistibly to his con- 
viction, he boldly admitted the whole of the facts 
stated in evidence, and alledgcd that his intention 
from the beginning had been to possess himself of 
fall information concerning the details of the plot 
— to discover the deposit of arms and ammuni- 
tion, and then to betray the Conspirators to the 
white people* He stated that the premature dis- 
covery of the plot had alone prevented him from 
executing this purpose, and finally made an appeal 
to the Court, and asked *' whether a man situated as 
he was — master of his own time, as good as free, 
(and as he emphatically expressed it,) " as happy as 
the days were long," could have any motive to en- 
gage in such a scheme" — The Court could not give 
credit to these secret intentions of the prisoner, con- 
tradicted as they were by his acts ; especially as it 
would have been so easy for him to have given pri- 
vate information to some white person, and thu£ 
have put his intentions beyond a doubt. The cir- 
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cunistance of his having fled from Charleston aU$ 
weighed against him; and though he had a ticket 
from his indulgent mistress, the Court wfrc not on 
that account the less convinced, that Garner's jour- 
ney to Columbia was undertaken by him as the 
means of escaping from punishment, ilis being de- 
tected and brought back to Charleston, was certainly 
calculated to make a deep impression on the minds of 
the Slaves. In every view of the subject, therefore 
Garner's case seemed to demand the utmost penalty 
of the law, and it was inflicted accordingly, 

lo the progress of the trials before this Court one 
or two circumstances occurred worthy of being no- 
ticed* The Court at the commencement of their in- 
vestigations determined thoroughly to examine into 
the degree of credit to be attacked to the witnesses, 
and were very particular in their enquiries in res- 
pect to the two principal witnesses, Monday Gell 
and PeraulL It appeared that the character of these 
men for veracity and honesty, had been unexcep- 
tional through life — Monday indeed seenicd to have 
becto distinguished for the candour, sobriety, and in* 
tegrity of his life, and of Pcrault, his master de- 
clared that his only fault was " that he was some- 
times so blunt and free spoken, as to approach to 
rudeness." The Court were finally of opinion that en- 
tire reliance could be placed on these two witnesses, 
and that every word which came from Monday could 
be implicitly relied on — Several circumstances oc- 
curred during the trials to confirm the favourable 
impressions of the Court with respect to these wit- 
nesses — one or two of them will be here stated. The 
witnesses were not permitted to have any communi- 
cations with each other, and they were never infor- 
med of the particular prisoner against whom they 
were to appear. They were brought forth separately 
and examined. Their concurrence, under such circum- 
stances certainly afforded strong evidence of their truth 
— On Monday Gills detailing a conversation he had 
with Mickaw, (and which was favourable to the pri- 
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Gotier,) Mr* Miller who was present, stated promptly 
to ihe Conn, that Michaw himself had stated to him 
the same conversation, in all particulars, as soon as 
he was arrested; and it appeared that no com- 
munication had since nt ken place between the par- 
tics. Of several similar circumstances : but one other 
will be here noticed. It appeared that Garner, Mon- 
day, Peter Poyas, and others, had held a meeting 
at the house of a blind man named Philip — Mon- 
day stared in his evidence before the Court, concern- 
ing that meeting, that this man addressed Garner, 
ami asked him, " why hf looked ao timorous" and 
quoted a lest of Scripture, 44 Why should thy heart 
be troubled, &e. J? It appeared so extraordinary, that 
a blind man should speak of another's looks, that 
some suspicion rested on Monday's statement* The 
blind man w as sent for, and on being brought Ibr- 
ward, (though totally ignorant of the statements 
made by Monday,) slated the remark he had made 
to Garner about t& his timorous looks, fyc. Garner iii 
Ids defence, admitted that this remark had been made 
and said it had greaily alarmed him at the lime 5 
knowing that the old man was blind.* 

* The name of iIjc blind man had never before been mentioned 
in the course of these trials, and when he was brought before the 
Court lie exhibited great perturbation. The question put to him by 
thfl Court seemed to iinpjy n fear that he whs actually on trial for 
his life, and it is ]jrohabte if it had been deemed advisable to in- 
vestigate his dm racier and conduct, thai he would have been found 
deeply concern £r I in th(» Conspiracy. It appeared thfitsome of the 
Conspirators were in the habit of resorting to his house, that he was 
a Preacher, said to have been born whh acatd, and was supposed to 
foresee events. His influence over l ho minds of his followers was 
no doubt therefore very con sit lei able* U is prop able that the timid 
mid the wavering wero brought to this High Prnst of sedition, to tie 
confirmed hi good re&tf tit ions. 'Phis would account for the address 
to Garner about his " looking frightened," and would then shew 
how applicable the text was a let not thy heart be troubled, neither 
be afraid.*' Peter Poyas perhaps had intimated to the Scar thai 
Gainer was timid, and hence the remark and the quotation. Iffs 
mm account of the affair, however, was somewhat different. He 
said he possessed a Gif(—n species of swond xight—whkh came 
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Two cases were brought before this Cowl, which 
furnished incidents worthy of remark. In one of 
them it was proved that Vesey had forbidden his fol- 
lowers to trust the prisoner, u because on one occa- 
sion he had been seen in a state of intoxication^ In 
the other case, that of George (slave of Samuel Par- 
ken) It appeared that Vesey, Monday Gctl and the 
other leaders of the conspiracy came to a resolution 
that the prisoner should not be trusted. He was an 
African, but they allcdged against hiin, that he did 
not associate with his countrymen, and was a bab- 
bling fellow, on whom no dependence could be 
placed- George had h^ard something about an in- 
surrection, and resolved to have his hand in it He 
went about among the conspirators, declared him- 
self one of them, and hoih by actions and words, 
manifested a determination to take his part in the 
contest. He was (notwithstanding his unquestion- 
able good will to the cause) uniformly rejected as a 
Marplot who could not be trusted- When brought 
before the Court the levity of manner which dis- 
tinguished this Negro, convinced the Court of the 
wisdom and circumspection displayed by the lead- 
ers of the conspiracy in excluding him from their 
ranks. 



to him after prayer or in dn>amx — That the Insurrection had never 
been mentioned to him, but that lie hud foreseen something of that 
sort, and therefore had advised his visitors, on one wcasian (us he 
was proved to have done)—" to give up the business," and had told 
them as a dissuasive « that the white people could fire five times 
while they fired once.*' Thus seeing Garner's timid looks^he re- 
solved (to me Ins own words) to comfort hiin with some scriptures." 
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Tin* three following Sentences were pronounced by Liottel IL 

KK^^K^^y ? Esquire^ the presiding Magistmle of the first Court, 

organized for the trial of Slaves and other persons of colour, 

charged with attempting to raise an Insurrection Sn tins Slate.—- 

Several other sentences w ere delivered, but were not reduced into 
writing : 

Sentence on ttonmavk Vesc^ a Free Black 

Denmark Vksey The Court, on mature 

consideration, have pronounced you Guilt* — You 
have enjoyed the advantage of able Counsel, and 
were also heard in your own defence, in which you 
endeavored, with great art and plausibility, to im- 
press a belief of your innocence. After the most pa- 
tient deliberation, however, the Court were not on- 
ly satisfied of your guilt, but that you were the au- 
thor, and original instigator of this diabolical plot 
Your professed design was to trample on all laws, 
human and divine ; to riot in blood, outrage, rapine 
pine and conflagration, and to introduce anarchy 
and confusion in their most horrid forms* Your life 
has become, therefore, a just and necessary sa- 
crifice, at the shrine of indignant Justice* It is diffi- 
cult to imagine what infatuation could have prompt- 
ed you to attempt an enterprise so wild and vision- 
ary. You were a free man ; were comparatively 
wealthy ; and enjoyed every comfort, compatible 
with your situation, You had, therefore, much to 
risk, and little to gain. From your age and expe- 
rience, you ought to have known, that success was 
impracticable. 

A moments reflection must have convinced you, 
•that the ruin of your race> would have been the pro- 
bable result, and that years 1 would have rolled away, 
before they could have recovered that confidence, 
which, they once enjoyed in this community. Theon- 
ly reparation in your power, is a full disclosure of the 
truth* In addition to treason, you have committed 
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the grossest impiety, in attempting to pervert the 
sacred words of God into a sanction for crimes of the 
blackest hue. It is evident, that you are totally in- 
sensible of the divine influence of that Gospel, " all 
whose paths are peace," It was to reconcile us to 
our destinies on earth, and to enable us to discharge 
with fidelity, all the duties of life, that those holy pre- 
cepts were imparted by Heaven to fallen man. 

If you had searched them with sincerity, you 
would have discovered instructions, immediately ap- 
plicable to the deluded victims of your artful wiles — 
u Servant^ (says Saint Paid) obey in all things your 
mcmers\ according to the Jlesli, not with eye-service, m 
men-pieasersibut in singleness of heart, fearing God." 
And again " Servants' (says Saint Peter) be subject to 
your masters' with all fear, not only to the good ami 
gentle t but aho to the froivard." 

On such texts comment is nnnccessary- 

Your " tamp of life" is nearly extinguished; your 
race h run ; and yon must shortly pass " from time 
to eternity," Let me then conjure you to devote the 
remnant of your existence in solemn preparation for 
the awful doom, that awaits you. Your situation is 
deplorable, but not destitute of spiritual consolation. 
To that Almighty Being alone, whose Holy Ordinan- 
ces, you have trampled in the dust, can you now look 
for mercy, and although " your sins be as scarlet, 51 
the tears of sincere penitence may obtain forgiveness 
at the " Throne of Grace," You cannot have for- 
gotteii the history of the malefactor on the Cross, 
who, like yourself, was the wretched and deluded 
victim of offeudqd justice, H is conscience was awa- 
kened in the pangs of dissolution, and yet there is 
reason to believe, that his spirit was received into 
the realms of bliss. May you imitate his example* 
and may your last moments pr<?ve liltf! his ! 
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Sentence on Jack, a Slave belonging to Paul Pritck- 
ard, commonly called Gullah Jack, and sometimes 
Couter Jack. 

Gullah Jack— The Court after deliberately con- 
sidering all the circumstances of your case, ore per- 
fectly satisfied of your guilt. In the prosecution of 
your wicked designs, you were not satisfied with re- 
sorting to natural and ordinary means, but endeav- 
oured to enlist on your behalf, all the powers of dark- 
ness, and employed for that purpose, the most disgust- 
ing mummery and superstition. You represented 
yourself as invulnerable; that you could neither be 
taken nor destroyed, and that all who fought under 
your banners would be invincible While such wretch- 
ed expedients are calculated to excite the confidence , 
or to alarm the fears of the ignorant and credulous, 
they produce no other emotion in the minds of 
the intelligent and enlightened, but contempt and 
disgust. Your boasted chpruis have not preserved 
yourself, and of course could not protect others.— 
u Your Altars and your Gods have sunk together in 
the dust The airy spectres, conjured by you, have 
been chased away by the superior light of Truth, 
and you stand exposed > the miserable and deluded 
victim of offended Justice. Your days are literally 
numbered. You will shortly be consigned to the cold 
and silent grave ; and all "the Powers of Darkness 
cannot rescue you from your approaching Fate ! — 
Let me then, conjure you to devote the remnant of 
your miserable existence, in fleeing from the " wrath 
to come" This can only be done by a full disclosure 
of the truth. The Court are willing to afford you 
all the aid in their power, and to permit any Minis- 
ter of the Gospel, whom you may select to have free 
access to you. To him you may unburthen your 
guilty conscience. Neglect not the opportunity, for 
there is w no device nor art in the grave," to which 
you must shortly be consigned, 

a2 



ISO 



Sentence of ten of tt\c Criminals. 

The Court, on mature deliberation, have pro- 
nounced you guilty ; the punishment of that guilt is 
Drath. Your conduct, on the present occasion, ex- 
hibits a degree of depravity and cxtravigancc, rarely 
paralled. Your professed objects were to trample 
not only on the laws of this stale, but on those of 
humanity; to commit murder, outrage and plunder, 
and to substitute for the blessings we enjoy, anarchy 
and confusion in their most odious forms- The beau- 
ties of nature and of art, would have fallen victims 
to your relentless fury ; and even the decripitude of 
age and the innocence of childhood, would have 
found no other refuge than the grave! 

Surely nothing but infatuation could have prompt- 
ed you to enter into a plot so wild and diabolical. — 
A moment's reflection would have convinced yon, 
that disgrace and ruin must have been its consequence* 
and that it would have probably resulted in the de- 
struction and extermination of your race* But if, 
even complete success had crowned your efforts, what 
were the golden visions which you anticipated ? — 
Such men as you, are in general, as ignorant as you 
are vicious, without any settled principles, and pos- 
sessing but few of the virtues of civilized life ; you 
would soon, therefore, have degenerated into a horde 
of barbarians, incapable of any government. But 
admitting that a different result might have taken 
place, it is natural to enquire, what are the miseries 
of which yon complain ? — That we should all earn 
our bread by the sweat of our brow, is the decree 
which God pronounced at the fall of man. It ex- 
tended alike to the master mid the slave ; to the cot- 
tage and the throne, Kvery one is more or less sub- 
ject to controul ; and die most exalted, as welLas the 
humblest individual, must bow with difference to 
the laws of that community, in which he is placed 
by Providence. . Your situation, therefore, was nei- 
ther extraordinary nor unnatural. Servitude has 
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existed under various forms, from die deludgc to the 
present time, and in no age or country has the con- 
dition of slaves been milder or more humane than 
your own. You are, with few exceptions, treated 
with kindness, and enjoy every comfort compatible 
with your situation. You are exempt from many of 
the miseries, to which the poor are subject throughout 
the world. In many countries the life of the slave is 
at the disposal of his master; here yon have always 
been under the protection of the law. 

The tribunal which now imposes this sence through 
its humble organ, affords a strong exemplification of 
*he truth of these remarks. In the discharge of the 
painful duties which have devolved on them the mem- 
bers of this Court have been as anxious to acquit the 
innocent as determined to condemn the guilty. 

In addition to the crime of treason, you have on 
the present occasion, displayed the vilest ingrati- 
tude. It is a melancholy truth, that those servants 
in whom was reposed the most unlimitted confidence, 
have been the principal actors in this wicked scheme. 
Reared by the hand of kindness, and fostered by a 
master who assumed many of the duties of a parent — 
you have realized the fable of the Frozen Serpent, 
and attempted to destroy the bosom that sheltered 
and protected you. 

You have moreover committed the grossest impiety : 
you have perverted the sacred words of God> and 
attempted to torture them into a sanction for crimes, 
at the bare imagination of which, humanity shud- 
ders* Are you incapable of the Heavenly influence 
of that Gospel, all whose " paths arc peace ?" It 
was to reconcile us to our destiny on earth, and to 
enable us to discharge with fidelity all our duties, 
whether as master or servant, that those inspired 
precepts were imparted by Heaven to fallen man. — 
There is no condition of life which is not embraced 
by them ; and if you had searched them, in the spi- 
rit of truth) you would have discovered ins trugtio us 
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peculiarly applicable to yourselves — " Servants (says 
St Paul) be obedient to them that are your masters 
according to the fleshy with fear and tremblings in sin- 
gleness of your ' hearty us unto Christ ; not with eye- 
service as men pleasers^ but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart" Had you lis- 
tened with sincerity to such doctrines, you would not 
have been arrested by an ignominious death. 

Your days on earth are near their close and you 
now stand upon the confines of eternity. While you 
linger on this side of the grave, permit me to ex- 
hort youj in the name of the everliving God, whose 
holy ordinances you have violated ; to devote most 
earnestly the remnant of your days* in penitence 
and preparation tor that tribunal, whose sentence, 
whether pronounced in anger or in mercy, is eter- 
nal." 

The following were the Negroes on whom the 
the above sentence was pronounced : — Dick, Bac- 
chus, William, Naphur, Adam, Belisle, Charles, Jem- 
my, Jerry and Dean, 
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Comprising those Arrested, their owner's names, the 
time of their commitment, and the manner in which 
they were disponed of. 

Class No. 1. 

Comprises those prisoners who were found guilty and executed. 



Prisoners Names . 


Owners 9 Names. 


± if fie of 
Commit, 




z — — — 

J fimes royas 


June 18 


Ned 


von. i , Dennet 


do 




UOj 


do 


#t ra hlai it 
I><ILlCdlI 


do. 


QO 


jjFtiunarit. v wcj 


A free black man 


22 


Jessy 


Thos. Blackwood 


23 


John 


hit as Horry 


July 5 


\J JJilUIl *J UVlV 


i aui JrJ iiCHcira 


It 0 


iVllllgO 


wot. itartii 


Jnne 21 


1 nt 


P orrester 


%)_ 


Jo*c 


P f Tnpft 
1 * Ij» jufc 


July o 




Thos* Forrest 


8 


jL UIH 




10 




t\*}i} i. /in person 


do. 




John Robertson 


li 


Robert 


do. 


do. 


Adam 


do. 


do. 


Poly dor c 


Mrs. Faber 


do. 


Bacchus 


Benj. Hammet 


do. 


Dick 


Wm* Sims 


13 


Pharoah 


Mrs. Thompson 


i do* 


Jemmy 


Mrs. Clement 


18 


Jerry 


Mordecai Cohen 


W 


Dean 


Jas. Mitchell 


do. 


Jack 


Mrs. Parcel! 


12 


Eellkle 


Est.ofJos. Yates 


IB 


Naphtijr 


do. 


do. 


Adam 


do. 


do. 


Jack 


John S. tilen 


16 


ChuHes 


John Billings 


18 


Jack 


N. McNeill 


22 


Caesar 


Miss Smith 


do, 


Jacob Siagg 


Jacob Lancaster 


23 


Tom 


Wm. JVL Scott 




*WilJiam 


Mrs. Garner 


Aug. e 



/feia Disposed of m 



Hanged on Tuesday 
the 2ti July, 1822 
on B lake's lands, 
near Charleston- 

I D&.on the lines near 
S Cb. | Friday July 12 



Hanged on the limte 
near Charleston, 
on Friday j 26th, 
July. 



Do. Tnesr. JliIv 30. 



Do> Friday Aug. o 



* Tried by the last Courr, 
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Class No. 2. 

Comprises those Prisoners who were found Guilty, and Sentenced 
to Death, but recommended by the Court of Magistrates and Free*- 
holders, to the Governor to be pardoned upon condition that they 
be sent out of the limits of the United States* 

They were respited to the 25th day of October, 1822, with 
a view to die commutation of their punishment to banishment be- 
yond the limits of the United States ; but since the respite, the Go- 
vernor has pardoned Peter Cooper, upon condition of his receiving 
twenty lashes* 



Prisoners Names, 


Owners* Names. 


Time of 
Commit. 


How Disposed of 


ton is 

Seymour 

Saby Gaillard 

Isaac 

Paris 

Peter 

Dublin 

George 

Sandy 


Cromwell 
Kanhardt 
A free black man 
Wm. Hartfo 
Mrs, Bull 
Mrs. Cooper 
C- G. Morris 
Thos. Bampfield 
Jacob Schnell 


July I 
do, 

13 

do. 

m 

do. , 
IS 

rio, 

19, 


I 

Respited until the 
25th of October; 
► and now con fined 
in the Work- 
House of Charles- 
ton, 

J 


Class No 3i 

Comprises those prisoners who were found guilty and sentenced 
to Death, but since respited by the Executive, until the 25th of Oct, 
with a view to the commutation of their punishment, to banishment 
beyond the limits of the United States. 


Prisoners Names 


Owners? Names. 


Time of j 
Commit, \ 


Hotv Disposed of 


William [Job Pal mo r 
John Vincent D. Cruckshanks 
Billy Robinson |P. Robinson 


July J 8 
23 

do. 


) Respited till Oucu 
> 23, and is now in 
) the Work-House, 
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Class No. 4* 

Comprises those prisoners who were found guilty and sentenced 
to be transported, beyond the limits of the United States, by their 
masters, under the direction of the City Council* 



Prisoners Names. 


Owners* Names. 


Time of 
Commit. 


How Disposed of. 


Monday 

Charles 

Harry 

Frank 

George 

Pcrault 

Billy 

John 

Scipio 

Agrippa 

*Pompey 

Sam 

Dembo 

•Jack 

* George 

* Harry 
*t*eorge 
*Adom Bellamy 


John Gell 
Hon J, Drayton 
David Haig 
Mr si Ferguson i 
Mr. VanderhorsU 
Stroliockcr 
S« BuJkley 
IMr* Ens low 
Wm. Sims 
Mrs* Perry 
Rich. LorH 
iMr. Bamstille 
J . A". Mhitin 
David Haig 
Wm . Ciittell 
Mr. Evans 
Mr. Butler 
Sam. Parker 
J . IL Merrill 


June 2? 
July 2 

3 

June 27 
July 6 

10 
do* i 

2 3 

do. 

19 

Aug. 5 
do. 

£5 

Aug. 3 

5 
6 

do. j 
do. 

3 


C Confined in the work 
< house; & stjruto death 
/ com* Unban, out U.S- 

, Confined In the 
Work*! louse* 


Class No. 5, 

Comprises those who vveic found guilty and sentenced to be trans- 
ported beyond the limits of the Siute of South-Carolina, 


Prisoners Names. 


Owners* Names 


Time of 
Commit* 


How Disposed of 


Prince Graham 


A free black man 

• 


July 21 


Sentenced to he 
imprisoned one 
month in the W. 
Plou&c, and then 
transported be- 
yond the limitsof 
the State* 



* Tried by the last Court;! 
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Class No. 6, 

Comprises those prisoners who were acquitted by the Court, their 
guilt not being fully proved* The Court, however, have suggested 
to fhetr owner? , the propriety of transporting them beyond the limits 
of the United States. 



Prisoners Names. 



Buonaparte 
Abraham 
Butcher 
John 
Prince 
Edwin 

Quash Ilarleston 
J Tarry Purse 
Liverpool 



Owners* Names. 



Francis Alulligiu 
Dr. Poyas 
James L. Gibbs 
Mrs. Taylor 
Miss Kighton 
Mr. J, Paul 

A free black man 

Win. Purse 
Air. Mitchel 
Mrs, Hunt 



Time of 
Commit- I 



Horn Disposed of. 



William 



John Paul 



July 1J 
June 22 
July 11 
13\ 
19 
24 

July 29 



Mao 31 



!' Acquitted by court, 
master advised to 
transport, and 
now in the Work- 
IloUsse, Charleston. 

— By arrangement 
with Council, gone 
out of the U. S. 

Arranged with 
owners to be trans- 
ported. 

Confined in the 
work- house under 
an arrangemct by 
Counsel with his 
master to be trail s- 
ported. 



Class No. 7. 

Comprises those prisoners who were acquitted by ibe Courts of 
Magistrates and Freeholders, and discharged. 



Prisoners Names* 


Owners* Names, 


Tune of 
Commit. 


How Disposed of 


Stephen 


T. Rhett Smith 


J une 1 S 


• 




Mrs, Lining 


do 




Sawil. Guilford 


A free black Lad 


20 




Robt. Hidden 


A free? JVluL Boy 


do 




Friday 


Mr- Rout 






Jfflty Grant 


A free black man 


20 




Jim 


J. It, Antrum 


22' 


1 Acquitted 


Willkm 


Mrs Co lock 


July 12 


and 


PieiTe Louis 


Mons. Chappcnu 


do 18 


Discharged 


*Pompey 


David Ilaig 


June 23 




♦Philander 


A free Co!. Man 


August 8 




*Edw' d Johnson 


A fre« black man 


do 




♦Stephen Walker 
* James 


Mr. Walker 


do 5 




l)f> 


do 




* Harry 


J. Nell 


do G\ 


V 



* Tripd by the last Court- 
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Class No. 8. 



(Comprises tlicss. 1 persons who were discharged sifter being-arrested, 
the testimony against than not being sufficient? ^ tu bring tliem to 
trial. 



Fri sone rttNam nt . 


Owners' Name$> 


Time of 
Commit. 




1« J (1 LI Ej.uA 


Thos< Bennett 


June 18 




J.' 1. U 1 1 « u 


James Poyas 


do 




Brum 


J on at belli Lucas 


20 




I? i i'I uirn 


Do* 


17 




John 


Do. 


do 




■"ici'cnles 


Mr Clark 

[III < villi 1\ 


2Q 




StLinly 


H. P. Holmes 


' 25, 




f ori'iivn 


Mr* Houston 


23 




j\ (lil ill 


■VIYm l^^rif tusnn 

»'J 1 9* 1 ^IgUQUll 






rujiiptjf 


TnVi ri Rrvrnn 


28 




f ] fi rry 


iVIi*. IJnrleston 






A. Free Man 


July 3 




1 til J IV'JV 


'VTtcc Dnttv 






Thomas 


S. Aiagwood 


5 




Charles 


£ * G. Dcitesselinc 


o 






rVI 1" A f \tf PI* 


10 




Smart 


Mrs Wstrrl 


do 




Peter 




do 




Sandy 


pran**tc flm'tiq 

A loll j13 V' UlilJ 


11 






iram j. rapjer 


do 




Charles 


iTl 1 i>* vJllXllrl [lis. 


do 




Cuff it 


Charles (iraves 


do 




W ungo 


W^nf* T rtttrnrlnc 
¥T III* JjU w ilUUa 


do 




X JJUJfltia 


A. Lord 


do 






iVfr TTiM-icin 

Mil ■ 4 Ji I U U til 


Id 




Albert 


1 Inert i<7 *i iVaa 

JugiiSj a jree 
mullateo man. 


15 




Jim. 


Mr. Happoldt 


do 




John 


Mr. Gates 


do 




Charles 


Mr. Hascll 


i do 




James 


Mr, Dowling 


17 




Prince 


.Do. 


do 




Ceesar 


Mrs. Parker 


19 




Billy 


Mr.Fordham 


20 




Ben 


Mr. Cammer 


22 




William 


Mr. Cromwell 


do 




Stephen 


Mr, Harper 


26 




Louis i 


John Gel! 


3S 




Pompey (John Bryan 


Aug. 5 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Number of Vm oners executed — Sec Class, No. I, 3j 
" ff respited with a view to their transpor- 7 j 4 

tation — see Cias&es, No. 2 and 3. S 
<• " sentenced to be transported by their ) 

owners, under the direction of tlie ( ^ 
City Council lajQ&d the limits of ( 
tha Stat en — see Class, No- 4. J 
* < £ sentenced to be transported out of the £ ^ 

Stale — sec CJuss, No. 5« % 
« « acquitted / but suggested to owners to ^ XJ 

transport, &c, — see Class 3 No, G, \ 
« « Acquitted — see Class, No, 7* 1 " J 

« £f discharged, &c — see Class, No. 8^ 

Whole number arrested, J 3 J 



AT A COURT OF SESSIONS 

Held at Charleston, on the 7th October, 1P>22, be- 
fore his honor Judge Bay, four men were tried and 
convicted of u a Misdemeanor in inciting Slaves to 
Insurrection v 

These cases creaied much interest, in consequence 
of their connection with the iatc attempt made by the 
slaves, to raise an Insurrection in this state. It did 
not appear that the prisoners were actually concerned 
in the insurrection, any further than in exciting the 
Slaves, The plot certainly did not originate Willi 
white persons, nor was it ever communicated by any 
person concerned in it, to a single white man, until 
die information was given which led to the develope- 
ment of ihe scheme 

It has appeared, however, that as soon as rumour* 
of a Negro Plot went abroad, some white men of the 
lowest characters, determined to avail themselves (if 
the occasion, and by exciting die slaves, to has* en an 
event, which however calamitous to die rest of die 
community, they vainly imagined might he beneficial 
tn themselves. Whether any of these men would ac- 
tually have taken part with the slaves in (he conduct 
of the insurrection, and whether the slaves themselves 
would have permitted white men to act in their ranks 
cannot be now ascertained. If is presumed that;?ifo«- 
dn\ and indemnity to their own person^ w ere the ob-*N& 
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jects sought or by these offenders. Only four indivi- 
duals have oecn detected and brought to punishment 
for the crime of" inciting slaves to insurrection/' — 
Against these, the testimony of w hite persons was ob- 
tained ; but when the nature of the crime, the secrecy 
that would naturally have been observed^ and the in- 
competency of slaves to give evidence, are duly con- 
sidered, thcr* is every icason to be lieve that uumy 
other eases perhaps more aggravated) have existed, 
and which ztil\ remain undiscovered. It cannot be 
doubted, that there are to be found in the city of 
Charleston, desperate men, (outcasts from countries 
from which they have been banished for crimes,) who 
hold themselves in readiness at a moment's warning, 
to engage in any enterprise of blood and ruin, from 
which plunder may be gained. It will be the part oi 
wisdom to mark and profit by, every fact and ei renin 
stance connected with the late Conspiracy. The in- 
dictment and conviction of the persons hereinafter na- 
med, is an incident in the Jate transactions in this city, 
too impoitant to be overlooked ; a brief report of their 
cases is therefore annexed. 

The State of South-Carolina^ ) Indictment for a Mis- 
vs. > demeanor, in inciting 

William Allen, ) slaves to insurrection. 

This was a tall, stout, fine looking sailor, a Scotch- 
man by birth, about forty -five years of age, and who 
had recently arrived in Charleston. It appeared that 
having fallen hi company with a free man of color, 
named Scott, at the time when the city was much agi- 
tated by the rumors of the late intended insurrection, 
he enquired of Scott concerning it; and not only 
urged the execution of the plan, but stated his w illing- 
ness to be concerned in it. Scott immediately gave 
information to John Stoney, Esq. an eminent mer- 
chant of this city, who directed him to assume an ap- 
parent willingness to engage in the plot, and see to 
what extent Allen would go* In order to identify 
the man, Scott led him into the store of William E* 
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ill 



Suowden, Esq, on the pretence of business, by whom 
his person was marked. Several interviews took 
place between Scott and Allen, al all of which lie 
held i lie same language; and it wan finally agreed be- 
tween them, i lmi they should meet ut night, at the 
house of a free negro man named Joe, (he father hi 
Jaw of Scott, where the subject: was to be fully con- 
sidered. Hitherto the evidence against Allen was 
not. such as could have led to his convict ion ; but ar- 
ran^emenis were now made to obtain full informa- 
tion, mid decisive evidence of the nature and extent 
of his guilt* Information huviii^ been given to hit? 
Honor James Hamilton, jun. huendant of the City 
of Charleston, of die contemplated meeting, lie sum- 
moned Richard VV. Cogdeli, Esq. one of the War- 
dens, to his assistance, and they repaired to the house 
of the negro Joe, and eonet aled themselves in a small 
upper room, which was ho darkened that they could 
distinctly see and hear every Using which passed be- 
low, without beiu^ themselves observed. Allen soon 
after entered with Scott, and was introduced to Joe, 
No other persons were present in the room below. 
As soon as Allen entered the room, he expressed ap- 
prehensions that he might be overheard — examined 
the room, and caused the windows and doors to be 
carefully closed. He stated also, that he was armed, 
and threatened vengeance if betrayed. The Negroes 
soon succeeded, however, in removing his apprehen- 
sions — some brandy was produced, and die three sat 
down together at a table, and entered upon the busi- 
ness of the meeting. During a conversation which 
lasted nearly two hours, Alien expressed his approba- 
tion of the scheme of attempting an insurrection— 
urged the usual arguments hi justification of such a 
measure, and explicitly declared that he would take 
part in it. lie furnished ready answers to every ob- 
jection that was urged, and endeavored to remove all 
i he difficulties that were suggested. In doing this, lie 
certainly made false statements^ intended, however, to 
give confidence to the blacks. lie pretended, for in- 
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stanee, to be acquainted w irh the plans $»$pnke ofhir^c 
pare 'Is of anas secreted near the city. In speaking 
of the plan of operations lie declarer! " that il would 
take 400 men to make the grand stand," and added, 
thai he would head them as soon as that number was 
obtained lie added, however, that he knew a Cap- 
tain of a vessel, whom he named, (who then resided 
in MHiott-sireet) who had hern a Phut? for 1-5 yp*tr&, 
and was in all respects qualified to he the leader of 
the expedition,* IleiiisfMed thai this man should be 
obtained, and that he (Alien) would serve under him. 
lie spoke freely of die operations, mid declared ir to 
he hi s opinion, < ; that there ought to bean indiscrimi- 
nate ttrstntdhtt a fall tke whites f mm, women and ciiil- 
jlrea" in theeonrseof the interview, if was object- 
ed by the [Vermes, that he (Allen) being n while man, 
could not be safely trusted by them* To tins he re- 
plied, that 46 though he had a white face, he was a ne- 
gro hi heart. 77 As the party below stairs continued 
to drink, Alien, before the end of the interview, be* 
t'ame somewhat intoxicated, though he had been so- 
ber at the commencement. The hitcndant and Mr, 
Cogdell. from their place of concealment, had a dig- 
rincr view of every thing which was passing in the 
room below, ami expecting opposition, and finding 
that Allen was a strong, stoat man, and probably arm- 
ed, they made their arrangements for overcoming 
him. Allen finally rose to depart, and being inline^ 
diately followed by the gentlemen above mentioned, 
tvas seized in the street by fehem, and taken to the 
guard-house. He made no resistance, and seemed 
so completely subdued by his fears, that no doubt 
could be entertained that' he was by no means quali- 
fied on the score of courage* to conduct a dangerous 
enterprise. In the course of the interview, Allen ex- 
plicitly declared, that he looked for a handsale pecu- 

* The individual named by Allen, was known in this city, tie 
was certainly weli qualified on the scum of courage and talent, fin- 
ally desperate enterprise ; no reason exists, however, to suppose 
thai he would have engaged in one of a criminal nature* 



APPENDIX, 



v 



mary reward for the services lie was to render, and 
hinted that (he freedom of the blacks was an object of 
no importance to him. 

From this circumstance, and his making false state- 
ments in relation to the arms, ami pretending that 
lie was one of the initiated, it is clear that Allen was 
not actually engaged in the conspiracy that his ob- 
ject was money, and that he w ould prooably have 
been content, in urging on the ignorant blacks to an 
attempt, which in any event, must have produced the 
most lamentable consequences. At his trial, Allen 
made no defence, though his ingenious counsel urged 
some points of law to the court, as to the legal char- 
acter of the offence. The Jury found him ftinlty without 
hesitation. He was sentenced to be imprisoned 
twelve months; to pay a fine of one thousand dollars, 
and to find security for his good behavior for live 
years after Ins liberation. This sentence, unless mo- 
dified by a pardon, will doubtless amount to impri- 
sonment for life, since the circumstances and charac- 
ter oi the prisoner, will effectually prevent him from 
paying the fine, or giving the security. Alter the sen- 
tence was passed, Allen addressed the Court in a clear,, 
distinct voice, and with considerable ingenuity. He 
gave a brief history of his life, and slated that he' had 
served on board of two American privateers during 
the late war, and also ill die navy of the U. S.— that 
he had been in several severe actions, and was a pen- 
sioner of war in England, His strong Scottish dia- 
lect, however, might lead ns to doubt his having been 
so long in this country. Certain it is, that he had ne- 
ver been a resident in Charleston, and had very re- 
cently arrived here before the disclosure of the late in- 
surrectionary movements. 

The State, ) This man was indicted for the 



John Igneshias. ) a sea-faring man, about ibrty or 
forty -five years of age, tall, very athletic, and of a 
steady determined countenance. He speaks broken 




English, but so as to be easily understood- The evi- 
dence against him was, tJmt lie was overheard (by 
Mr* Joseph Hill, and his sister, Mrs, Silven,) in con- 
versation with a slave, .supposed to he the properly of 
7Sh\ Lance. There wen* several other negroes, how* 
over, (fishermen,) present- In this conversation, (part 
of winch was overheard by the witnesses,) the pri- 
soner heiiau by declaring that " he disliked every 
thin^ in Charleston, but the negroes and the sailors." 
The slave replied, ** that he liked every one who 
used him well." The prisoner then remarked, 4i how 
can yon think the w-me people use you well by keep- 
ing yon in slavery ?" and added, u if you had a favor 
to ask, would yon nsk if of a white man or a black 
man, and will any white man trust you for any 
thing ?" The negro, whose fidelity was not to he 
shaken, replied, 4i that he had received ltiacy favors 
from the white people, that t/uy were his best friends" 
and then .specified sonic instances, particularly one of 
his having recently bought some articles on credit. 
The patience of die Spaniard was now completely 
exhausted, and he exclaimed with anger, " damn 
them, I would kill them all," alluding, as the witness 
explained it, to what the negroes ought to do towards 
the whites. 

On this evidence the prisoner was found Guilty of 
inciting slaves to insurrection, and was sentenced to 
three months imprisonment, to pay a fine of $100, 
and to give security for good behavior for five years. 

The prisoner at his trial, and on receiving sentence^ 
addressed the Court, and insisted that the witnesses 
were mistaken as to his identity, and claimed for 
himself the character of an honest and industrious 
man* 

Hie State ) This man was indicted for the 
vs, > same offence* He h a German, 

Jacob Danders* ) of low stature, and apparently of 
dissipated habits ; about -15 or 50 years of age. The 
charge against him was, that he was heard by a most 



APPENDIX. 



respectable witness (Mr. Joseph Young,) speaking to 
several negroes concerning the execution of some of 
the slaves. " Poor creatures," said he, " my heart 
bleeds for you ; the negroes executed were innocen t, 
and have been all murdered, and you (addressing 
himself to the negroes), ought not to have permitted i/, 
and you must rescue those who are still to be hang- 
ed," and added, " that he was himself a Lawyer and 
a Preacher.™ 

On this evidence the prisoner was found Guilty, 
The prisoner addressed the Court very fluently in 
broken German. He did not attempt to deny having 
spoken the words attributed to him, but said he was 
intoxicated at the time. Mr, Young, however, de- 
clared, that he rai^ht have been a little intoxicated, 
but knew perfectly well what he was about. Dan- 
ders had been but a short time in Charleston ; had 
been engaged as a pedlar, selling trifling articles, and 
in his course of life was very much of a vagabond. 
He was sentenced to three months imprisonment, to 
pay a fine of $100, and to give security for his good 
behaviour for five years. 

The State, ) This was a tall, fine looking port- 



Andrew X Rhodes. 5 with a fresh complexion, and 
wearing a light colored wig. He was well known 
in Charleston, having been a few Courts ago con- 
victed of swindling Mr. Foster Burnet, of this city, 
by means of a counterfeit, letter. The prisoner did. 
not state where lie was born and brought up, but 
said that he had been 3Q years in this State, apart 
of which time he kept a small shop in one of the 
country parishes in the neighborhood oi Charleston. 

The testimony against Rhodes was certainly less 
satisfactory than against either of the other prisoners. 
A woman by the name of Mary Shievly stated that 
Rhodes came to the house of Adam Garden (a free 
man of color,) from whom the witness hires a room* 
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and there in the presence of said Garden, and of two 
other men of color, then in the house, commenced 
speaking of Gullah Jack, who had been sentenced to 
be hanged The prisoner, speaking of thai event, in- 
troduced the name of a respectable gentleman, and 
said he ought to toe hanged in the place of Gullah 
Jack, and then added, fifi the negroes ought to fight for 
their liberty " that they had as much right ro fight 
for their liberty as the white people" Tie .stated, 
4t that he would head them in die enterprise, and that 
in three weeks he would have 2000 men." 

The witness here ackted, vhat Rhodes then .said 
that u all the white women would soon have black 
husbands." The three colored men gave no encour- 
agement to the prisoner, and seemed very much 
frightened. The witness reproached the prisoner 
with holding such language, and he became very abu- 
sive. The free persons of color not being admissible 
witnesses, were, of course, not examined. Two of 
the circumstances stated by Mary Shivcly, were not 
found in her affidavit before the Magistrates, viz : the 
statement about the 2000 men and the women having 
negro husbands. The ingenious counsel for the pri- 
soner, endeavoured on this ground, to disercdh die 
witness, and also submitted some points of law in de- 
fence of the prisoner The Jury however, found him 
guilty, and he was sentenced to six months imprison- 
ment, to pay a fine ol $500, and to find security for 
his good behavior, for five years. After receiving his 
sentence, Rhodes addressed the Court in a very clear 
and ingenious speech, protesting his innocence, and 
insisting that his whole life had been one ofiniioccnce 
and good conduct, notwithstanding which, lie had 
constantly suffered oppression and injustice. 

It is certainly worthy of remark, that none of the 
slaves or free persons of colour assailed by the sediiious 
language of the prisoners, manifested any disposition 
to engage in the conspiracy. Scott immediately gavt; 
information to Mr. Stoney. Mr- Lance's slave not 
only combatted the arguments of Igneshias, but ac- 
knowledged his obligations to the white people— 
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None of the negroes to whom Danders addressed 
himself, gave him the smallest encouragement, and it 
was proved that Rhodes' auditors displayed great 
ahinn, — These degenerate white men, perhaps, fell in 
with faithful servants, not to be seduced into crimes ; 
or the proposition, coming from white men, excited 
suspicion and distrust; or what is still more probable, 
the punishments recently inflicted on the Conspirators^ 
had excited a salutary alarm* 

[Note. — The Attorney- General indicted these me 1 * 
for Misdemeanor at common law, being of opinion that 
their eases were not embraced within the Utter of the 
Art of Assembly of 1805, which inflicts capital pu- 
nishment on persons connected with slaves in actual 
insurrection* The Act is in these words, viz, u Be it 
enacted, That from and immediately after the passing 
of this Act, every person or persons, who shall, or 
may be, either directly or indirectly, concerned or 
connected with any slave or slaves, in a state of actu- 
al insurrection within this state ; or who shall) in any 
manner, or to any extent, excite, counsel, advise, in- 
duce, aid, comfort or assist, any slam or staves, to raise, 
or attempt to raise an insurrection within this state, by 
furnishing them with, any written or other passport, with 
any «*ms or ammun ition, or munition of war, or know- 
ing of their asscmhlintr for any purpose tending to trea- 
son or insurrection, shall afford to them shelter or pro- 
tection, or shall permit his, her^ or their house, or 
houses, to he resorted to by any slave or slaves, for any 
purpose tending to treason or insurrection, as afore- 
said, shall on conviction thereof in any court having 
jurisdiction thereof, by confession in open court, or by 
the testimony of two witnesses, be adjudged guilty of 
treason against the state, and suffer Death. 75 

On this Act it must be observed that the first clause 
punishes with death white persons who shall be con- 
cerned with slaves in actual Insurrection. All the 
slaves who have been convicted, were found guilty 
merely ot " an attempt to raise an Insurrection 
and it was never pretended Lbat any actual Insurrce- 
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tion existed. The remaining clauses of the act pro- 
vide for the punishment of offenders who shall aid 
and assist slaves in raising an Insurrection, by one of 
the following means, viz. 

1st* By furnishing them with passports, 
2d. By furnishing them with arms or munitions of 
war. 

3d. By affording them shelter and protection 
when knowing of their assembling for any purpose 
tending to treason- 

4th, By permitting his or their house to he resorted 
to by slaves, for any purpose tending to treason. 

In the cases reported, none of these specific means 
were resorted to y in exciting the slaves. Indeed none 
of the slaves were engaged in any criminal enter- 
prise ; and though Allen supposed that the meeting 
at Joe's house, between Scott and himself s was one 
designed by the negroes for purposes of treason, yet, 
in point of fact, he was mistaken. That meeting, 
(as far as the slaves were concerned,) was innocent, 
and the same remark is applicable to the mealing at 
Garden's house. Allen was morally, though not le- 
gally guilty. It is wor thy of the consideration of the 
Legislature, however, whether white persons ought 
not to be put on the same footing as slaves, with res- 
pect to the punishment for Insurrection. The Law, 
perhaps, ought in all cases to be, that " if any person 
shall raise an Insurrection, or attempt to raise an In- 
surrection, he shall suffer death." 
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The following extracts from a Publication in the City Gazette of 
the 2Jth of St plember last, witter the Signature, of « A Soutfi- 
Carolinian 5" arv thought interesting) and appropriate, arid have 
been therefore added. 

" In the Spanish conspiracy against Venice which 
partakes the character of this, three hundred and fifty 
were put to death* George II- executed fifty-four 
of the first men in Britian for the rebellion of 1745. 
Nor are we without domestic precedents. An in- 
surrection occurred in the city of New- York in 1712 ; 
as soon as the alarm-gun was fired, and a detach- 
ment of the Guards appeared, the insurgents fled to 
the woods — there they were surrounded, several 
through desperation shot themselves ^ the rest were 
captured* and nineteen executed. 

" Another was meditated in 1 741, when there were 
two thousand Negroes and twelve thousand Whites 
in the city of New- York. It was then found neces- 
sary to burn thirteen and to hang eighteen Negroes 
with four Whites ; to transport eighty Negroes ancJ 
five Whites. 

In New-York In Charleston. 

Executed, 35 35 
Transported, S3 $7 

120 72 
u Now, a short period before the Negro Plot was 
discovered in New-York, an Insurrection broke out 
in Carolina, Many of the ring-leaders were shot of 
hanged, but none punished in any other mode. 
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" Schemes of Insurrection, such as the present, 
cannot succeed. The white population of each state 
alone, is adequate to suppress them. From the first 
set t!t: men t of Carolina, we have beeo accustomed to 
these abortive efforts* Under our proprietary go- 
vernment, there was a notorious out-law by the name 
of Scbasdau ; Governor Gibbes issued his proclama- 
tion, and the Indians soon entitled themselves to the 
reward. 

" In 1730, a plan was conceived against Charleston 
■ — They were allowed to assemble, were then taken, 
and proper examples made* Some years afterwards, 
what we denominate the Gullah Wcir y occurred — 
This was more general — In St. Paul's Parish they 
appeared in arms; the greater part were killed, and 
not more than two or three escaped. In St John's 
Parish they were discovered by Major Cordcs' faith- 
ful driver Peter, and in Charleston, they were also 
discovered, suppressed and punished. The Negro 
law of 1740, was enacted in consequence of the last, 
and has proved our security from that period, not- 
withstanding the occasional efferv escences of insub- 
ordination. The history of South -Carolina, in this 
particular, has been the history of every State in the 
Union. 

N Another impediment to the progress of conspiracy 
will ever be found in the fidelity of fcome of our ne- 
groes. The servant who is false to his master, would 
be false to his God, One act of perfidy, is but the 
first step in the road of corruption and of baseness, 
and those who on this occasion, have proved un- 
grateful to their owners, have also been hypocrites 
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in religion. But it is a reputable i ruth, that on eve 
ry such occasion, servants have been found who were 
worthy the kindness and confidence of their masters, 

u Besides, when the moment of trial comes, among 
large bodies of men, some w ill tremble, some will 
be shocked at what they are about to perpetrate, and 
others will remember that by disclosure, may he ob- 
tained more than they seek through perils. Jaffier 
saved Venice, and most conspiracies own men infe- 
rior to Jaffier* We must also remember that the 
majority of mankind would avoid dangerous enter- 
prises, Therefore, the great body of these people, 
would prefer safety and quiet with their present com- 
forts, to a hazardous commotion with an issue so fear- 
ful as it alwavs has been, and ever will be. 

* E Superadded to these intrinsic securities, we have 
the proportion of two to one in the aggregate popu- 
lation of States situated like ourselves. Our sister 
and neighbour Tennessee has four to one, and the 
heroes of Orleans have but to know that we 
are in danger, to be with us at the first tap of the 
drum. 

"The National Government also can preserve the 
peace of the country. It was established expressly 
to ensure domestic traquility and suppress insurrec- 
tion. It has been tried, and found efficient. 'The pre- 
sident may summon upwards of five to one. The old \ 
French government wub 3000 regulars, protected their 
largest colony, and a small military force is found 
adequate in the British West-Indies* Surely the 
American government could, and would do as much, 
were it necessary, A change cannot then be effect- 
ed by force, nor would it be bcnclicial to the United 
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States. Our roads would swarm with paupers, and 
every wood be infested with banditti. But, under 
the existing regulations they contribute to general 
wealth, and arc preserved from want, misery and 
crime*" 



POSTSCRIPT. 

Since these sheets have been put to press, it affords 
hisn, who has been engaged in their preparation, much 
gratification to be able to correct one mistake, as it 
places the fidelity of the slave who first gave the in- 
telligence of the intended insurrection, on much 
higher ground. On conferring with his master and 
the free man of color, whose advice he sought, it ap- 
pears that the slave in question communicated the 
conversation at the Market to his young master, be- 
fore he consulted his friend (the free man of color,) 
and that the advice of the latter was that as " his 
young master was a youth, that it would be best for 
him immediately, without delay, to tell his mistress, that 
his master might receive the information the instant 
lie came tu town," — Vide p, 51. 
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